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POLS 2305.50: Federal Government 

Fall 2021 

Mr. Jeremy Schmuck 
 

Classroom: RAS 112 

Meeting Time: MWF 12:00 12:50 pm 

Email: jschmuck@angelo.edu 

Office Location: RAS 223 

Office Hours: MWF 1:00-3:00 pm; TH 9:00-10:00 am 

 

Course Description and Objectives 

 

The People of Texas, speaking through their State Constitution, have determined that all citizens, in order to 

properly perform the duties of citizenship, need to be familiar with the Constitution of the United States and those of 

the several states (especially of the State of Texas). To fulfill this need, Texas Law requires that six semester hours 

dedicated to that purpose be completed by all students attending institutions of higher learning receiving state funds. 

Here at Angelo State University, this requirement is met by taking POLS 2305 and 2306.  

 
The United States Constitution is the central legitimating symbol of American political life, yet the United States 

existed prior to its adoption, and the modern world may seem very different from the world in which the American 

Founding took place. American citizens therefore need to understand not only how the Constitution frames 

American political life but also the principles behind the Constitution’s framework.  

 

Upon completion of this course the student should 

 

Understand the core principles of American democracy and how they have guided the American people and 

their leaders throughout the nation’s history. 

Learn the purposes and benefits of having a written constitution, and of the special constitutional design crafted 

by the Founding Fathers 

Understand the duties and rights associated with American citizenship 

ASU Student Learning Objectives 

CT: Gather, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information relevant to a question or issue 

Develop and demonstrate a logical position (i.e. perspective, thesis, hypothesis) that acknowledges ambiguities 

or contradictions. 

CS: Develop, interpret, and express ideas through effective written communication 

Develop, interpret, and express ideas through effective oral communication 

SR: Students will gain and be able to demonstrate a basic knowledge of Federal government 

 

Text and Readings:  

 

Required Text: Wilson, James Q., John J. Dilulio, Jr., Meena Bose, and Matthew Levendusky. 2018. American 
Government: Institutions and Policies Brief Edition. 13th ed. Boston, MA: Cengage Learning. (Hereafter, 

Textbook). 

 

Recommended Text: Nichols, Mary P. David K. Nichols, and Kevin J. Burns. 2020 Readings in American 

Government. 10th edition. Dubuque, Iowa: Kendall Hunt Publishing. 

 

Additional readings to the textbook will linked and posted in Blackboard. Students will need access to Blackboard to 

complete graded assignments. 
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Policies 

 

Electronic Devices 

 

Use of electronic devices such as cell phones, tablets, and laptops is strictly prohibited. These devices should not be 
seen or heard by anyone. All cell phones should be stowed away before entering the classroom. Flagrant violators of 

this rule will be asked to leave and counted absent. 

 

Academic Integrity  

 

Plagiarism or any form of cheating involves a breach of student-teacher trust. This means that any work submitted 

under your name is expected to be your own, neither composed by anyone else as a whole or in part, nor handed 

over to another person for complete or partial revision. Be sure to document all ideas that are not your own.  

 

Cheating, plagiarism and other violations of the honor code will not be tolerated. See ASU’s policies at 

https://www.angelo.edu/forms/pdf/honorcode5.pdf.  

 
Students Needing Accommodations  

 

Any student who, because of a disability, may require special arrangements in order to meet the course requirements 

should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make any necessary arrangements. Students should present 

appropriate verification from Student Disability Services during the instructor’s office hours. Please note: instructors 

are not allowed to provide classroom accommodations to a student until appropriate verification from Student 

Disability Services has been provided. For additional information, please contact Student Disability Services in the 

Houston Harte University Center, Office Suite 112, or call 325.942.2047. 

 

(See ASU OP 10.24, https://www.angelo.edu/live/files/27350-op-1024-establishing-reasonable-accommodation-for, 

emphasis added)  
 

Title IX 

 

Angelo State University (ASU) is committed to providing and strengthening an educational, working, and living 

environment where students, faculty, staff, and visitors are free from sex discrimination of any kind. Therefore, ASU 

prohibits discrimination based on sex and other types of sexual misconduct, including but not limited to sexual 

harassment, sexual assault, dating violence, and stalking. 

 

For more information on how to report, or to learn more about our policy and process, please visit 

https://www.angelo.edu/current-students/title-ix/ and the ASU Student Handbook 

https://www.angelo.edu/live/files/27603-student-handbook-2020-21.  

 
For more information on ASU’s policy and compliant procedures regarding discriminatory harassment, see Angelo 

State University Operating Policy 16.02 (https://www.angelo.edu/live/files/22689-op-1603-sexual-harassment-

sexual-assault-sexual). 

 

Military Student Advisory 

 

Veterans and active duty military personnel are welcomed and encouraged to communicate, in advance if possible, 

any special circumstances (e.g., upcoming deployment, drill requirements). You are also encouraged to visit the 

Veterans Educational and Transitional Services (VETS) Center, Houston Harte University Center, 113325-486-

VETS (8387). https://www.angelo.edu/active-duty-veterans/  

 
Student Absence for Observance of Religious Holy Day 

 

“Religious holy day” means a holy day observed by a religion whose places of worship are exempt from property 

taxation under Texas Tax Code §11.20. 

 

https://www.angelo.edu/forms/pdf/honorcode5.pdf
https://www.angelo.edu/live/files/27350-op-1024-establishing-reasonable-accommodation-for
https://www.angelo.edu/current-students/title-ix/
https://www.angelo.edu/live/files/27603-student-handbook-2020-21
https://www.angelo.edu/live/files/22689-op-1603-sexual-harassment-sexual-assault-sexual
https://www.angelo.edu/live/files/22689-op-1603-sexual-harassment-sexual-assault-sexual
https://www.angelo.edu/active-duty-veterans/
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A student who intends to observe a religious holy day should make that intention known in writing to the instructor 

prior to the absence. A student who is absent from classes for the observance of a religious holy day shall be allowed 

to take an examination or complete an assignment scheduled for that day within a reasonable time after the absence. 

 

A student who is excused under section 2 may not be penalized for the absence; however, the instructor may 
respond appropriately if the student fails to complete the assignment 

 

(See ASU OP 10.19 https://www.angelo.edu/live/files/14206-op-1019-student-absence-for-observance-of, emphasis 

added.) 

 

Additional ASU Student Policies 

 

Students should reference the ASU Student Handbook for additional policies. The 2021-2022 Handbook can be 

found at https://www.angelo.edu/live/files/27603-student-handbook-2020-21.  

 

Course Requirements and Grading 

 
Grades in this course will be determined by the following components: 

 

Class Participation  10% 

TQC    20% 

Quizzes    10% 

Test 1    20% 

Test 2    20% 

Final Exam   20% 

 

Class Participation and Attendance 

 
Collaboration and honest but civil debate are critical skills in academic and professional settings. Meaningful, 

constructive contributions to class discussions are essential to the participation grade. The good student will be 

present and attentive and prepared to answer questions about the assigned readings, to ask questions of his or her 

own, and to volunteer helpful observations about the material. Students should bring printed copies of the course 

readings to class. 

 

Attendance at each class meeting is expected and rewarded. Attendance is defined as “being present when 

attendance is taken at the beginning of each class and remaining until class is dismissed.” Students who are not 

present when attendance is taken or who leave class without permission prior to dismissal will be considered absent. 

 

Please do not come to class late, because this is both discourteous and disruptive. The same is true of leaving one’s 

seat during class. This should be done in emergencies. If an emergency is expected (e.g., a car has a flat tire which 
will delay attendance) the instructor should be informed prior to class and the student should sit in a seat nearest the 

exit.  

 

Excused absences for illness or family emergencies will be granted at the discretion of the instructor and consistent 

with University policy, on the condition that documentation is provided to verify the cause of the absence. 

Documentation for excused absences must be submitted to me by the day of the final exam. Special circumstances 

which affect attendance will always be considered if the instructor is informed ahead of time. 

 

More than 10 absences will result in automatic failure for the course. Students are responsible for keeping track 

of their own attendance. Students who are failing or very near failing due to attendance, prior to the last day to drop 

the class, will be notified. No other inquiries regarding attendance will be answered by the instructor. 
 

Thesis, Question, Comment (hereafter TQC) Entries 

For each non-textbook reading the student should complete a TQC entry in the appropriate Blackboard discussion 

forum prior to the start of class of the reading’s assigned date. Entries which are submitted after the assigned date 

will receive half-credit provided they are completed by the next test or exam. Students will need to post their own 

https://www.angelo.edu/live/files/14206-op-1019-student-absence-for-observance-of
https://www.angelo.edu/live/files/27603-student-handbook-2020-21
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entry before viewing others’ entries. In each entry, the student should identify the thesis of the reading, ask an 

informed question about the argument in the reading, and craft a substantive comment about the argument which 

critiques, extends, or applies the argument. 

 

More information on the structure and requirements for TQC entries will be posted on Blackboard. 
 

Quizzes 

 

For certain textbook readings (identified in the reading list) students will take an open book quiz. This quiz will 

contain multiple choice questions which will require the student to apply basic terms and concepts identified in the 

textbook. The quizzes can be found in Blackboard and should be taken before the beginning of class on the date the 

reading is due.  

 

Tests 

 

There will be two tests. Each test will consist of a battery of multiple choice questions which will require the student 

to identify and apply multiple concepts, and a short essay which will require the student to synthesize arguments 
encountered in class and in the course readings and adopt and defend a position. 

 

Examination 

 

This class will have a final examination. This exam will consist of a battery of multiple choice questions and a set of 

short essays similar to the essays on the tests. The exam is cumulative. Please see the reading list for the exam date. 

 

Assigned Readings 

 

Week/Date  Topic  Reading(s) 

   

Week 1  Introduction: 

Freedom and Democracy 

8/23  The purpose of American government  Declaration of Independence 

8/25  Introduction to Founding Principles  Textbook pp. 2-7 

 

Diamond, “Revolution of Sober Expectations” 

8/27  Majority Rule in an Extended Republic  Lincoln-Douglas Debates 

Week 2  The Constitution 

8/30  Constitutional Principles  Textbook pp. 17-28 

 

Quiz 

9/1  Extended or Small Republic  Federalist 10 Centinel 1 

9/3  Separation of Powers and Alternatives  Federalist 51 

 
Wilson, “The Need for Cabinet Government” 

Week 3  The Constitution Cont. 

9/6    Labor Day 

9/8  What did the Convention hope to 

achieve 

 Madison, “The Work of the Constitutional 

Convention” 

9/10  The Constitution and adaptation  Federalist 49 
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Week 4  Citizenship and Federalism 

9/13  Why Federalism Matters  Textbook, pp. 37-47  

 

Quiz 

9/15  The Structure and Purpose of Federalism  Jefferson, “On Citizenship” 

 

Federalist 39 

9/17    Tocqueville, “Purpose of Local Self-

Government” 

 
McCullough v. Maryland 

 

Week 5  Federalism Concluded and Congress Introduced 

9/20  Federal Money, State Programs  Textbook pp. 47-5 

9/22    Test 1 

9/24  Congress and the Nation  Textbook 172-184 

Week 6  Congress 

9/27  Organization of Congress and 

Deliberation 

 Textbook pp. 47-54 

 

Fiorina, “The Rise of the Washington 
Establishment” 

9/29  Congress and Deliberation  Bessette “Deliberation Defended” 

10/1  Legislating  Textbook pp. 189-194 
 

Quiz 

Week 7  Parties and Elections 

10/4  Purpose of Parties  Textbook pp. 122-130 

 

Quiz 

10/6  Parties and Partisanship, the Basis of 

Party Affiliation 

 Tocqueville, “On Great and Small Parties” 

 

Watch Video: Haidt, “Moral Roots of Liberals 

and Conservatives 

10/8  Purpose of Parties  Ceasar, “Political Parties and Constitutional 

Principles” 

Week 8  Parties and Elections 

10/11    Textbook pp. 134-142 

 

Quiz 

10/13    Scully, “Presidential Leadership and Party 

Unity” 

10/15  The Presidency Role and Powers  Text pp. 198-211 

Week 9  The Presidency 
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10/18  The Rhetorical Presidency  Ceaser et al. “The Rise of the Rhetorical 

Presidency” 

10/20  Office of the President  Textbook pp. 211-218 

 

Quiz 

10/22    T. Roosevelt, “The Stewardship Theory”; W. 

Taft, “Our Chief Magistrate and His Powers” 

Week 10  The Presidency Continued 

10/25    US v. Curtiss-Wright 

 

Youngstown Sheet and Tube Co. v. Sawyer 

10/27    Test 2 

10/29    Hamilton, “Selections from Helvidius and 

Pacificus” 
 

Madison, “Selections from Pacificus” 

Week 11  Public Policy 

11/1  Foreign Policy  Textbook pp. 282-294 

 

Quiz 

11/3    Morgenthau, “The Mainsprings of US Foreign 

Policy” 

11/5  Economic Policy  Friedman, “Capitalism and Freedom” 

 

F. Roosevelt, “The New Goals of Politics” 

Week 12  Judiciary 

11/8  Judicial Review  Textbook pp. 241-248 

11/10  Organizational Structure  Textbook pp. 248-256 

11/12  The Court in Action  Textbook pp. 256-263 

Week 13  Civil Liberties and Rights 

11/15     

11/17  Civil Liberties  Textbook pp. 57-69  

 

Quiz 

11/19    Textbook pp. 69-74 

Week 14  Civil Liberties and Rights 

11/22    Textbook pp. 78-87 

11/24    Thanksgiving 

11/26    Thanksgiving 

Week 15  Civil Rights Continued 

11/29    Textbook pp. 87-96 
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Vonnegut, “Harrison Bergeron” 

12/1    Plessy v. Ferguson 

 

Grutter v. Bollinger 

12/3    Review 

Week 16  Review Week 

12/6  1:00-3:00 pm RAS 112  Final Exam 

 


