
SEC 6315 Rogue Nations and National Security

file:///angelo.local/...structional%20Design/Course%20Materials/CCSS_SEC/SEC/SEC_6315/html/SEC%206315%20PDF%20Syllabus.html[2/18/2019 9:06:27 AM]

Course Syllabus 

SEC 6315 Rogue Nations and National Security:
Course Description/Overview

The end of the Cold War brought in a new era of world politics and security issues for the United States. But with the
 fall of the Berlin Wall and the end of the Soviet Union also came a new phenomenon – Rogue States. Countries such as
 Iran, North Korea, Syria, Cuba, and others have refused to change their governments in modern times, and continue to
 conduct policies that are hostile to the United States and its allies. This course will examine exactly what it is that
 makes up a rogue state, why the politics of rogue states are dangerous to the United States and its allies, and how these
 hostile policies can be countered. The course will also examine several important recent case studies. 

Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes

Comprehend the definitions, criteria, and various aspects of rogue nation-states.
Analyze the reaction of the international community to the various rogue states in
 existence - in the geo-political context.
Analyze the events and changing paradigms in various rogue states that have
 influenced United States foreign policy.

  

Grading Policies

Assignment
Percent of

 Grade Due

Discussion Thread participation 20% (occurs in weeks with no written
 assignment)

First Essay 20% Due Sunday at the end of week 2
 before 2100 hrs. Central Time. 6
 - 8 pages essay.

Midterm Powerpoint Presentation 20% Due Sunday at the end of week 5
 before 2100 hrs. Central Time.
 10-15 slide Powerpoint
 presentation.

   As a result of completing this course, the student will be able to:Objectives:
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Final Essay 40%
Due Friday at the end of week 8
 before 2100 hrs. Central Time.
 12-15 page essay.

Late assignments will be graded accordingly.

Angelo State University employs a letter grade system. Grades in this course are determined on a percentage scale:

 A = 90 – 100 %
 B = 80 – 89 %
 C = 70 – 79 %
 D = 60 – 69 %
 F = 59 % and below.

Course Organization:

Lesson One: What Constitutes a Rogue State?: The term "rogue nation" is often used by pundits in the press and
 policy makers in the United States and elsewhere. But what exactly is the definition of a rogue state? Most analysts
 would agree that a rogue state is one that sponsors terrorism, illegal and/or illicit activities (to include crime), a nation
 that seeks to develop WMD for use against its neighbors and/or proliferation, a state that seeks to cause regional or
 international instability through a variety of means, and finally, a state that abuses the human rights of its own citizens.
 It will be important in this lesson to take an in-depth look at what comprises a rogue state, how rogue states fit into the
 international community, and what the foreign policy implications are for all of this.

Lesson Two: U.S. Policy Toward Rogue States: Rogue nations have presented policy dilemmas to several Presidential
 administrations for a number of years since the Cold War ended. The U.S. government has had a variety of visions
 when it came to addressing these policy dilemmas and the nation-states who were the source of many of the national
 security challenges that Washington has faced since 1990. It will be the purpose of this lesson to conduct a review of
 past U.S. policies toward rogue states, and then gain a view of what the current policies are.

Lesson Three: Addressing a Rogue State: Cuba: Rogue nations are a compelling policy dilemma for the United
 States. But often things are not as clear cut as they may seem. Cuba is a nation that was clearly an enemy of the United
 States during the Cold War. But some today say that Cuba is no longer a rogue nation, and the United States should
 renew ties with Havana. This lesson will examine the society and government of Cuba, its activities that may or may
 not be considered those of a rogue nature, and the human rights issues, in what is now a nation-state that is one of the
 last vestiges of communism on earth.

Lesson Four: Addressing a Rogue State: Burma: Burma is a nation that has often fallen off the radar for those who
 look at foreign policy. Yet, as a country, it meets many of the paradigms associated with a rogue regime. The purpose
 of this lesson will be to examine the role Burma plays in its region, the stability of its government, its well known
 human rights violations, its participation in international crime, and its nuclear ambitions.

Lesson Five: Addressing a Rogue State: Syria: Syria is a nation that in recent years has indicated it wants closer ties to
 the United States. But Syria is also a classic case of a rogue state. The government is autocratic and the military
 dominates much of what occurs in the country. Human rights is a major concern for both the international community
 and non-governmental groups who monitor what goes on there. And Syria has shown no hesitance in both seeking to
 acquire WMD and in supporting terrorist groups that disrupt stability in the region. The purpose of this lesson will be to
 gain insights into the key issues that are important for understanding contemporary issues in Syria and what the future
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 may hold.

Lesson Six: Addressing a Rogue State: Iran: There is no nation that has been more at odds with the United States
 (short of going to war) more than Iran since 1979. The events following the fall of the Shah, Iran's brinkmanship and
 provocations in the Gulf region, it's efforts to acquire WMD, and its support to terrorist groups have all been factors
 that have given Iran the well deserved reputation of a rogue state. In addition, the human rights violations that are
 becoming very apparent to outsiders are quite troubling to many in the international community.

Lesson Seven: Addressing a Rogue State: North Korea: North Korea is a country that has been a source of contention
 for the United States since it invaded South Korea in 1950. The Cold War saw a time period where Pyongyang
 willingly acted as the USSR's proxy state for a variety of rogue activities. With the end of the Cold War, North Korea
 continues to engage in activities that are both illegal, and threatening to the interests of the United States and/or its
 allies. The purpose of this lesson will be to conduct an analysis of the multi-faceted aspects of what makes North Korea
 a rogue state.

Lesson Eight: Assessment: This week is set aside for the student to complete a 12 - 15 page essay assignment. The
 purpose of this assignment is to measure student mastery of the course objectives.

Course Bibliography and Required Readings:

Abdulrahman al-Masri, " Analysis: The Fifth Corps and the State of the Syrian Army," Atlantic Council, January
 13, 2017.

Bechtol, Bruce E. Jr., North Korea and Regional Security in the Kim Jong-un Era: A New International Security
 Dilemma. (London, UK: Palgrave MacMillan, 2014).

Bechtol, Bruce E., Jr., The Last Days of Kim Jong-Il The North Korean Threat in a Changing Era, (Washington,
 DC: Potomac Books, 2013). (This book is available on Kindle)

Byman, Daniel, "Iran’s Support for Terrorism in the Middle East"," Testimony before the Senate Committee
 on Foreign Relations, July 25, 2012.

Carol Morello, “U.S. takes Cuba off list of state sponsors of terrorism,” Washington Post, May 29, 2015.

Caryl, Christian, "Foreign Policy: Burma's Nuclear Ambitions," National Public Radio, June 14, 2010.

Chubin, Shahram, "The Politics of Iran's Nuclear Program," United States Institute of Peace, The Iran Primer,
 2011.

Cordesman, Anthony H, "If It's Syria: Syria's Military Forces and Capabilities," Center for Strategic and
 International Studies, Washington DC, April 15, 2003.

Cupitt, Richard T., "Viewpoint: Target Rogue Behavior, Not Rogue States," The Nonproliferation Review/Winter
 1996, 46-54.

Edward Chang, "The Trouble with Confronting Rogue States," National Interest, October 14, 2017

Fisher, Max , "Defying History: How Kim Jong Un Could Hold Onto Power for Decades," The Atlantic, August 6,
 2012.

Fontaine, Richard,"Restraint and Its Discontents," Time, January 23, 2017.

Gartenstein-Ross, Daveed, and Joshua D. Goodman, "The Attack on Syria's al-Kibar Nuclear Facility," inFocus •

http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/syriasource/analysis-the-fifth-corps-and-the-state-of-the-syrian-army
http://www.amazon.com/North-Korea-Regional-Security-Jong-un-ebook/dp/B00HYEEGEG/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=&qid
http://www.amazon.com/Last-Days-Kim-Jong-il-ebook/dp/B00DIFHVMY/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=&qid
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/25-iran-terrorism-byman-1.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/25-iran-terrorism-byman-1.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/us-takes-cuba-off-list-of-state-sponsors-of-terrorism/2015/05/29/d718493a-0618-11e5-8bda-c7b4e9a8f7ac_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/us-takes-cuba-off-list-of-state-sponsors-of-terrorism/2015/05/29/d718493a-0618-11e5-8bda-c7b4e9a8f7ac_story.html
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=127862297
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=127862297
http://iranprimer.usip.org/resource/politics-irans-nuclear-program
http://www.mafhoum.com/press5/142P3.pdf
https://blackboard.angelo.edu/bbcswebdav/xid-3389737_4f
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/the-trouble-confronting-rogue-states-22725
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2012/08/defying-history-how-kim-jong-un-could-hold-onto-power-for-decades/260744/
https://www.nationalreview.com/magazine/2017/01/23/barack-obama-foreign-policy-administration/
https://www.nationalreview.com/magazine/2017/01/23/barack-obama-foreign-policy-administration/
http://www.jewishpolicycenter.org/826/the-attack-on-syrias-al-kibar-nuclear-facility
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 VOLUME III: NUMBER 1, Spring, 2009.

Henriksen, Thomas H., America and the Rogue States, (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012). (This book is
 available on Kindle).

Hoyt, Paul D., "Rogue States" and International Relations Theory," Journal of Conflict Studies, Volume XX
 Number 1 (Fall 2000).

John Kerry and Richard D. Haas,  "Assessing the Iran Nuclear Accord: A Conversation With John Kerry," Councill
 on Foreign Relations, July 24, 2015.

Kim Sang-joon , "The Validity of Rogue State Politics," Journal of Politics & International Affairs, Spring, 2008.

Klare, Michael, "Military Strategy," Institute for Policy Studies, January 1, 1997. 

Latell, Brian, "The Cuban Military and Transition Dynamics," Institute for Cuban and Cuban American Studies,
 University of Miami, 2003.

Lennon, Alexander, and Camille Eiss (Editors) Reshaping Rogue States: Preemption, Regime Change, and U.S.
 Policy Toward Iran, Iraq, and North Korea, (Cambridge Mass: MIT Press 2004). (This book is available on
 Kindle)

Marc R. Rosenblum and Faye Hipsman, "Normalization of Relations with Cuba May Portend Changes to U.S.
 Immigration Policy," Migration Policy Institute, January 13, 2015.

Mary Beth Nikitin, Carla E. Humud, and Christopher M. Blanchard,"Armed Conflict in Syria: Overview and
 U.S. Response," U.S. Library of Congress. Congressional Research Service, Washington, DC: October 9, 2015.

Nicholas Eberstadt, "One Kim to Rule Them All: Everything you need to Know about the North Korean Threat,"
 American Consequences, February, 2018

Niksch, Larry, "Burma-U.S. Relations," U.S. Library of Congress. Congressional Research Service, Washington,
 DC: October 4, 2007.

Richard B. Cheney, "The nuclear deal with Iran and the implications for US security," American Enterprise
 Institute, September 8, 2015.

Richter, Paul, "Cuba still on U.S. list of state sponsors of terrorism," Los Angeles Times, May 30, 2013.

Shara Aranoff, "Benefits and Barriers to Expanded U.S.-Cuba Trade," Global Policy Watch, September 17, 2015.

Sharp, Jeremy M, "Syria: Issues for the 112th Congress and Background on U.S. Sanctions," U.S. Library of
 Congress. Congressional Research Service, Washington, DC: December 21, 2010.

Sullivan, Mark P., "Cuba: Issues for the 114th Congress," U.S. Library of Congress. Congressional Research
 Service, Washington, DC: January 18, 2017.

“U.S. Policy Toward Myanmar,” Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Panel Hearing, October 24, 2017.

Wilkinson, Daniel, and Nik Steinberg, "Cuba: A Way Forward," Human Rights Watch (also published in the New
 York Review of Books), April 28, 2010.

"World Report 2018: Rights Trends in Syria." Human Rights Watch. January 18, 2018. Accessed February 2, 2018.

Wyler, Liana Sun, "Burma and Transnational Crime," U.S. Library of Congress. Congressional Research Service,
 Washington, DC: January 21, 2010.

http://www.amazon.com/America-States-American-Foreign-Century-ebook/dp/B009C8U5SI/ref=tmm_kin_title_0
https://journals.lib.unb.ca/index.php/jcs/article/view/4312/4926
https://journals.lib.unb.ca/index.php/jcs/article/view/4312/4926
http://www.cfr.org/iran/assessing-iran-nuclear-accord/p36825
http://www.cfr.org/iran/assessing-iran-nuclear-accord/p36825
http://issuu.com/jpia/docs/jpia_spring_2008
https://ips-dc.org/military_strategy/
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PNACS231.pdf
http://www.amazon.com/Reshaping-Rogue-States-Preemption-Washington/dp/0262621908
http://www.amazon.com/Reshaping-Rogue-States-Preemption-Washington/dp/0262621908
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/normalization-relations-cuba-may-portend-changes-us-immigration-policy
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/normalization-relations-cuba-may-portend-changes-us-immigration-policy
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/normalization-relations-cuba-may-portend-changes-us-immigration-policy
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/normalization-relations-cuba-may-portend-changes-us-immigration-policy
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/mideast/RL33487.pdf
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/mideast/RL33487.pdf
https://americanconsequences.com/one-kim-to-rule-them-all/
https://americanconsequences.com/one-kim-to-rule-them-all/
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL33479.pdf
https://www.aei.org/publication/the-nuclear-deal-with-iran-and-the-implications-for-us-security/
https://www.aei.org/publication/the-nuclear-deal-with-iran-and-the-implications-for-us-security/
http://articles.latimes.com/2013/may/30/world/la-fg-terror-list-20130531
http://articles.latimes.com/2013/may/30/world/la-fg-terror-list-20130531
http://www.globalpolicywatch.com/2015/09/benefits-and-barriers-to-expanded-u-s-cuba-trade/
http://www.globalpolicywatch.com/2015/09/benefits-and-barriers-to-expanded-u-s-cuba-trade/
http://digital.library.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metadc99096/m1/1/high_res_d/RL33487_2011Mar28.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R43926.pdf
https://www.c-span.org/video/?436210-1/state-department-officials-testify-us-policy-myanmar
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/04/28/cuba-way-forward
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2018/country-chapters/syria
http://www.policyarchive.org/handle/10207/bitstreams/19971.pdf
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Communication

Office Hours/Contacting the Instructor

See the Instructor Information section for contact information.

University Policies

Academic IntegrityAngelo State University expects its students to maintain complete honesty and integrity in their
 academic pursuits. Students are responsible for understanding and complying with the university Academic Honor
 Code and the ASU Student Handbook.

Accommodations for Disability
 ASU is committed to the principle that no qualified individual with a disability shall, on the basis of disability, be
 excluded from participation in or be denied the benefits of the services, programs or activities of the university, or be
 subjected to discrimination by the university, as provided by the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), the
 Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments of 2008 (ADAAA), and subsequent legislation.

Student Affairs is the designated campus department charged with the responsibility of reviewing and authorizing
 requests for reasonable accommodations based on a disability, and it is the student's responsibility to initiate such a
 request by emailing studentservices@angelo.edu, or by contacting:

Office of Student Affairs 
 University Center, Suite 112 
 325-942-2047 Office
 325-942-2211 FAX

Student absence for religious holidays
 A student who intends to observe a religious holy day should make that intention known in writing to the instructor
 prior to the absence. A student who is absent from classes for the observance of a religious holy day shall be allowed to
 take an examination or complete an assignment scheduled for that day within a reasonable time after the absence.

http://www.angelo.edu/forms/pdf/Honor_Code.pdf
http://www.angelo.edu/forms/pdf/Honor_Code.pdf
http://www.angelo.edu/student-handbook/
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