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Angelo State University 
PSY 2319: Social Psychology 

 
Syllabus 
Fall 2021 

 

 Course Information  

Instructor Class Office hour 

Tyler N. Livingston, Ph.D. PSY 2319 13201 – 3 credits Academic Building 104H/Zoom 

Assistant Professor Academic Building 205A Tuesday 12:30 pm – 2:00 pm 
Wednesday 2:30 pm – 4:00 pm 

Department of Psychology 8/23/21 – 12/10/21  

tyler.livingston@angelo.edu M/W 1:00 pm – 2:15 pm  

 
Recommended Texts 

1. Myers, D., & Twenge, J. (2021). Exploring social psychology (9th Ed.). McGraw-Hill. (Link) 
2. Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (2020, 7th Edition.). (Link) 

 
Introduction and Course Description 
Social psychology is the study of how people think, feel, and behave in response to the real or imagined 
presence of other human beings. Social psychologists use scientific methods to understand and apply 
principles of human interaction. 
 
This course is designed to convey three major domains of social psychological inquiry: social thinking 
(e.g., what do people know about themselves and others?), social influence (e.g., what affects thought and 
behavior?), and social relations (e.g., why do people feel negatively or positively about particular 
others?). Within each domain, students will learn about theories and research that characterize the field of 
social psychology. 
 
Learning in this course will occur by establishing familiarity with concepts, critically evaluating those 
concepts, and integrating them with students’ personal interests to create something novel. The course 
emphasizes the importance of these practices to the advancement of social psychology and to students’ 
professional development. 
 
Course Format 
This is a lecture course that will incorporate digital slideshows, physical handouts, and interactive 
demonstrations to convey relevant information. I will not post the slideshows on Blackboard, but I will 
post all handouts on Blackboard. Each student is responsible for understanding the content presented in 
class as well as the textbook content. 
 
Prerequisite Skills 
Accessing Internet websites, using ASU Library resources, and proficiency with Microsoft Word are 
expectations of the Department of Psychology and Sociology.  
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Learning Outcomes 
Your instructor and the university expect students to meet specific learning objectives associated with this 
course. In addition, this course contributes to students’ attainment of departmental learning objectives. 
Students are encouraged to consider their progress toward the below objectives this semester and beyond. 
 
Course Student Learning Outcomes 
By the end of this course students should be able to… 

Student Learning Outcome Evaluated Task 

1. differentiate social psychology from other related disciplines. Exams 
Research Paper 

2. understand, articulate, and apply technical terms used by social 
psychologists. 

Exams 
Research Paper 
Analysis Assignments 

3. describe the theoretical foundations of landmark social psychological 
studies. 

Exams 
Research Paper 

4. explain the research methodologies utilized by social psychologists. 
Exams 
Research Paper 
Analysis Assignments 

5. evaluate the significance of social psychological findings. Research Paper 
Analysis Assignments 

6. apply principles of social psychology to personal interests to generate 
novel ideas. 

Research Paper 
Analysis Assignments 

7. communicate in writing about social psychological research while 
adhering to APA style guidelines. Research Paper 

 
IDEA Objectives 
At the end of the semester students will formally evaluate this course by describing their progress 
toward: 

IDEA Objective Evaluated Task 

1. Gaining a basic understanding of the subject (e.g., factual knowledge, 
methods, principles, generalizations, theories). Exams 

2. Learning how to find, evaluate, and use resources to explore a topic in 
depth. Research Paper 

3. Learning to analyze and critically evaluate ideas, arguments, and points 
of view. Analysis Assignments 

 
Departmental Student Learning Outcomes 
The essential elements of this course, including Analysis Assignments, Exams, and the Research Paper, 
contribute to students’ fulfillment of learning outcomes selected by the Department of Psychology and 
Sociology. By the end of their undergraduate training in the psychology major, students should be able to: 

• access and use relevant psychological knowledge to solve comprehensive problems in different 
domains of the discipline. 

• communicate effectively in a variety of formats. 
• use information from the different branches of psychology to analyze and improve human 

functioning in a variety of social contexts. (B.A. Program) 
• use critical and creative thinking, skeptical inquiry, and, when possible, the scientific approach to 

solve problems related to behavior and mental processes. (B.S. Program) 
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Course Requirements and Grading 
Grades are comprised of four components: Exams (45%), a research paper (30%), analysis assignments 
(20%), and attendance-participation (5%). Students will also have the opportunity to earn extra credit 
points by completing SONA research participation credits. 
 
Exams (IDEA Objective 1: gaining a basic understanding of the subject) 
Students will complete three noncumulative exams throughout the semester. Each exam will consist of 50 
multiple choice questions. Students must supply their own Scantron forms and pencils for each exam. 
Together, the three exams will comprise 45% of the final grade (i.e., each exam is worth 15%). The 
instructor will post exam study guides to Blackboard to facilitate students’ understanding of course 
content. Students can earn bonus points on their exams by submitting original, detailed, and completed 
study guides via Blackboard before 1:00 pm on the exam date. 
 
Research Paper (IDEA Objective 2: learning how to find, evaluate, and use resources to explore a topic 
in depth) 
Each student is expected to write a 5-page research paper during the semester. Topics for the research 
paper must be related to social psychology. Students will select their own topics. There will be three 
separate deadlines for this paper: one for selecting the paper topic and providing four related scholarly 
references (5%), one for the three-page rough draft (10%), and one for the five-page final draft (15%). 
Together, these three components will comprise 30% of the final grade. Students must submit their 
research papers via the SafeAssign portal on Blackboard, which will check papers for signs of plagiarism. 
The specific expectations and requirements for the research paper are listed at the end of this syllabus. 
 
Analysis Assignments (IDEA Objective 3: learning to analyze and critically evaluate ideas, arguments, 
and points of view) 
The instructor will present several empirical social psychological research articles in class throughout the 
semester. The instructor will discuss the theoretical foundation of each article, the research methodologies 
used by the authors, and the importance of their findings to the field of social psychology. The student’s 
task is to write a 10-to-15-sentence analysis (not just a summary) of the article. This analysis provides 
students the opportunity to ask and answer a follow-up question (e.g., “How would the results be different 
if the authors used a different sample?”), make an original point (e.g., “I believe this study was flawed 
and I would improve it by…”) or apply the results of the study to their own life in a meaningful way (e.g., 
“I found this study interesting or personally relevant because…”). Analysis assignments are due after the 
instructor presents the article in class (see the course schedule). Students will write 10 analyses 
throughout the semester for a total of 20% of the final grade (i.e., each analysis is worth 2%). Students 
will submit their analysis assignments electronically via Blackboard before 1:00 pm on the due date. 
 
Attendance-Participation 
Attendance-participation accounts for 5% of the final grade. Attendance involves punctuality and 
presence in class, whereas participation involves active engagement in lectures and activities: each is 
necessary to earn full points in this category. Students are allowed two “free” absences that do not require 
advance notice or an official excuse. The instructor will deduct two percentage points per absence from 
the final grade of any student who misses more than two classes without an official excuse.  
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Grading Criteria      Grading Scale 
Exam 1 = 15%       A = 90% - 100% 
Exam 2 = 15%       B = 80% - 89.99% 
Exam 3 = 15%       C = 70% - 79.99% 
Research paper topic and references = 5%   D = 60% - 69.99% 
Research paper rough draft = 10%    F = below 60% 
Research paper final draft = 15%    * Grades are never “rounded” 
Ten analysis assignments = 20% 
Attendance-participation = 5% 
Total = 100% 
 
Assignment Submission 
Students must submit all assignments through the Assignments Link on the Blackboard website for 
grading, documenting, and archiving purposes. If a technology issue arises regarding assignment 
submission, email the instructor at tyler.livingston@angelo.edu and attach a copy of the assignment. 
Additionally, please contact the IT Service Center to report the issue. This process will document the 
issue and establish a timeline for your attempted submission. Be sure to keep a backup of all your work. 
 
Religious Obligations 
Students who have religious obligations that interfere with the course schedule should inform their 
instructor during the first week of class. The instructor will make specific course adjustments to ensure 
that students can submit their assignments prior to their absences. See ASU Operating Policy 10.19: 
Student Absence for Observance of Religious Holy Day for more information. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Cheating, plagiarism, or otherwise obtaining grades under false pretenses constitutes academic 
misconduct according to the ASU Student Handbook. The instructor will not tolerate academic 
misconduct. Penalties for such behavior can include posting a grade of F for the assignment or for the 
course or requiring the student to retake the assignment. 
 
Technology Policy 
Students must exercise discretion in their use of technology during class. Students are permitted to use 
laptops/iPads during class to take notes. The use of mobile phones is discouraged. The instructor reserves 
the right to ask students to put away their devices should those devices begin to negatively affect the class 
environment. 
 
Audio or Video Recording 
The instructor prohibits surreptitious or covert audio or video recording of class content (e.g., lectures, 
discussions, demonstrations, etc.). Covert recordings threaten student privacy. Students should be aware 
that their comments during class may be recorded by students with disabilities who have received 
permission to record class content. 
 
Disability Services 
The Office of Student Affairs reviews and authorizes student requests for reasonable accommodation 
based on disability. Any student who requires accommodation should contact Student Disability Services 
as soon as possible. The employee responsible for reviewing and authorizing accommodation requests is 
Dallas Swafford, Director of Student Disability Services, available at (325) 942-2047 or 
dallas.swafford@angelo.edu. 
 
Title IX at Angelo State University 
ASU prohibits discrimination based on sex. Students are encouraged to report any incidents involving 
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sexual misconduct to the Office of Title IX Compliance. Note that as a faculty member at ASU, your 
instructor is mandated to report any incidents involving sexual misconduct to the Title IX Coordinator. 
Students who wish to speak with someone in confidence may contact Counseling Services, the 24-hour 
ASU Crisis Helpline, or the University Health Clinic. 


