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Census total not
very impressive
It’s hard to tell whether the local census glass was
half-empty or half-full.
The census participation rate — the percentage of San
Angeloans who mailed back their questionnaires — was
73 percent, according to the ﬁnal tally released last week.
That was one percentage point better than the national average, and four points better than the participation rate for Texas.
But the local rate was the same as for the 2000 census. That’s despite a much more vigorous awareness
effort by dozens of local people, led by the active Complete Count Committee.
Maybe simply holding steady can be regarded as
a success, considering that the participation rate had
declined over the previous four census counts and that
the effort came at a time many are even angrier than
usual at Washington.
Still, it’s hard not to be disappointed in the ﬁnal tally.
It means enumerators will have to visit 10,800 households to ensure the most accurate count possible.
The government did its part. Not only did it send
the questionnaires to people’s homes, it even sent reminder letters. Locally the Complete Count Committee performed superbly in providing an extraordinary
amount of helpful information.
Yet several thousand declined to take the few minutes
necessary to ﬁll out the form and put it in the mail. No
doubt many of them are quick to complain about the government, yet they fail to do their part to make government
work better, just as many of them fail to vote in elections.
Seventy-three percent might be better than some
expected, but it’s not much to cheer about.

 LETTERS
Jeannie Buhle, San Angelo

Misuse of common phrase

Special board
to handle redi
OK, Texans. The legislators you select this November will be charged
with redrawing their own
legislative districts in 2011,
to reﬂect population shifts
from the 2010 census.
If history is a guide, they
also will reﬂect the desires
of whichever party happens to be in charge at the
time.
As things stand now,
and unless there are some
huge surprises, that will be
the Republicans. They hold
an 18-13 edge over Democrats in the Senate, and are
currently at 77-73 in the
House.
We say “charged with,”
because sometimes legislators haven’t been able to
agree on maps.
Sometimes governors
veto t hem . Someti mes
courts throw them out.
Sometimes the courts even
draw the maps.
T he U. S . Supreme
Court in the 1960s began
requiring that congression a l a nd le g i s l at ive
districts be equal in population. Since then, the
redistricting process has
been so acrimonious and
divisive that in all but one
post-census redistricting
year, the process has gone
to a special ﬁ ve-member
Legislative Redistricting
Board.
The LRB, as it’s called in
capitolspeak, was proposed
by the Legislature in 1947 in
an amendment to the Texas
Constitution endorsed by
Texas voters in 1948.
Its members are the
House speaker, the lieutenant governor (who presides
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Because of the common usage of the “separation of
church and state” phrase, most people incorrectly think
it is in the Constitution.
The phrase “wall of separation between the church
and the state” was coined by Thomas Jefferson in 1802.
His purpose was to assuage the fears of the Danbury,
Conn., Baptists, so he told them in a letter that this wall
had been erected to protect them. The metaphor was used
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not to keep the church out of the state’s business.
The Constitution states, “Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting

