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Tom Green County grew only
slightly during the past 10 years in

United States

CENSUS
population, housing stock and income compared with the state and
the nation, according to a massive
release of data from the U.S. Census
Bureau.
The county’s population grew by
2,633 people from the 2000 census

to the 2005-2009 American Community Survey estimates. The ACS
estimates are a new data product
released Wednesday that will allow
small-level geography analysis every
year instead of every 10 years.
The ACS data is not the 2010 census data, the release of which will take
place during the next several months
starting at the end of the year.
Please see CENSUS, 5A
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FROM THE COVER
CENSUS from 1A
The county’s population
grew 2.53 percent over the
period from the 2000 Census to the end of the 20052009 ACS, while in Texas
the population increased
18.8 percent, and nationally
it grew by 9.1 percent.
Per capita income in the
county increased by 24 percent over the nearly 10-year
period, closely matching
income growth in Texas —
23.91 percent — and the U.S.,
which increased by 25.57
percent. At $21,843, though,
it lagged well behind the average dollar income ﬁgures
for the state — $24,318 —
and the nation — $27,041.
The county added 1,923
housing units for a growth
in housing stock of 4.38 percent, while in Texas housing
increased by 15.32 percent
and nationally by 10.18 percent. The ratio of housing
units occupied by owners
grew by 4.32 percent, and
renters in the county declined by 8.08 percent, both
mirroring national trends.
However, across Texas,
homeownership shrank by
2.56 percent.
The percentage of people
living in poverty increased
on all levels, but in Tom
Green County it increased
less rapidly than in the state
and nation. The county’s
population in poverty grew
by 7.24 percent while in
Texas it increased by 9.09

HEAT from 1A
San Angelo thus far has
received 19.14 inches for the
year, while 20.37 inches is
the average for the year to
date, Daniels said.
Daniels also said the average December precipitation
is about 0.94 inches, and
this December hasn’t had
any rain.
Nov. 12 had a trace of rain,
meaning that it was unmeasurable, less than onehundredth of an inch. Oct.
23 had the last measurable
rainfall with 2.51 inches,
Daniels said.
Daniels said the dryness may continue because
January is usually the driest
month and because of the
© 2010 The E.W. Scripps Co.
La $$edition
Niña weather pattern,
which is largely responsible
for the dry weather.

BY THE NUMBERS

Select comparisons from the 2000 Census and the 2005-2009
American Community Survey for Tom Green County:
2000

2009

CHANGE

TEXAS CHANGE U.S. CHANGE

Population
104,010 106,643 2.53%
18.8%
9.1%
Per capita average income
$17,325 $21,483 24.00%
23.91%
25.27%
Portion of individuals living below poverty level
15.2%
16.3% 7.24%
9.09%
8.87%
Housing units
43,916 45,839 4.38%
15.32%
10.18%
Portion of units occupied by homeowners
64.1%
67%
4.52%
-2.56%
4.86%
Median home value
$63,600 $83,300 30.97%
44.12%
55.02%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau

percent and in the U.S. by
8.87 percent.
The median value of a single-family house went from
$63,300 to $83,300 in the
county, growing 30.97 percent. Nationally, the median
house value increased by
55.02 percent, and in Texas
it grew by 44.12 percent.
But the county’s slow
growth is far from being the
whole story.
“I don’t think that’s unusual. I think we’ve been
like that for a number of
decades,” said Ken Stewart, director of Angelo State
University’s Wellness, Education and Development
Center.
“We sometimes think
of progress too strictly in
just economic terms,” he
said. “Some of the buried
problems we have are not
in the Paciﬁc, a counterpart
to the wetter El Niño, which
coincides with heating temperatures in the Paciﬁc.
The dry weather, combined with an increase in
temperature, lowers the relative humidity and makes
the land more susceptible
to ﬁres, especially in combination with breezy, 15 to 25
mph winds, said Ron Perry,
the emergency management
coordinator for the city and
county.
“Critical fire weather
conditions expected today
across the Big Country and
Concho Valley,” a red-flag
alert from the NWS stated
Wednesday afternoon.
Karla Steppe, an inspector
with the city of San Angelo
Fire Marshal’s Office, said
people should take caution,
following standard city pro-

necessa rily completely
solvable by having another job or increasing the
sales tax revenues, but
they’re also things that
ﬁ gure into drawing people into a community.”
Stewart and the center
have been developing a series of indexes for the area
using data to map out the
community’s strengths and
weaknesses.
“Part of our motivation in
the social health index and
other projects is to stimulate
focus on the quality of life,
not strictly economic matters,” he said.
The ACS ﬁgures also portrayed the composition of
people in the county.
The county is slightly less
diverse by race than it was at
the turn of the century, with
82.4 percent of the popula-

tion white, up from 79.1 in the
2000 Census. The black population is nearly unchanged,
declining from 4.1 percent to
4 percent, and the percentage
of other races in the county
went from 16.8 percent to 13.6
percent.
The proportion of Tom
Green County residents who
identify themselves ethnically as Hispanic increased from
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clearance from the property lines,” Steppe said. “If you
do any kind of recreational
ﬁre, you want to be 25 feet
from any property or combustible material.”
For ba rbecuing, one
should avoid being on a balcony or a deck and be at least
,# % 0 &  
10 feet from the building,
Steppe said.
“No one should be burning in city limits,” Steppe
has said about those who
would need clearance to
burn things such as brush.
Perry said that although
there have been few incidents of wildﬁres, a county
burn ban is in effect.
%.    &
“All outdoor burning is
banned for right now,” Perry
said. “The burn ban is for
December 16, areas
2010 2:37
the unincorporated
of pm / Powered by TECNAVIA
Tom Green County.”
Violating the ban is a Class





   



  



