
n How CENSUS DATA IS USED EVERYDAY 
BY PEOPLE LIKE YOU AND ME 

Constitutionally, the purpose of the decennial census is to ensure an accurate apportionment 
1 of seats in the House of Representatives based on state populations. Since the early 1800s, 

however, policy makers have recognized that an accurate census can provide valuable 
information to improve the policy process. Today, policy makers at all levels of 

I government, as well as private businesses, households, researchers, and nonprofil 
organizations, rely on an accurate census in myriad ways that range far beyond the single 
fact of how many people live in each state. Here are some examples of these uses. 

I 
Federal, State, & Local Government Uses 

Monitoring compliance with F c d a l  Lw. Questions on ancestry, gender, race, Hispanic 
Origin, bguage spoken at home, p l a ~  of birth, cidzenship & year of enby provide critical 1 information for monhxhg wmpliance with the Voting Rights Act, the Civil Rights Act, 
and other anti-discrimimtion & &mmtive action plan requiremmts. 
M t h g  f s d k ,  lor-i.cwe popmhtkm, the elderly, tbt d h b k d .  and vetMaa 

1 Accurate census data aw Upsd to identi& areas eligible for housing assistance & rehabilita- 
tion loans; housing subsidies; job trnining & employment services; energy wst assistance; 
community economic development & social services. 
Mrntmctwe, pubk haltb and euvir0nmat.l protedlw. & pmgmm pl.nninL. State & local 1 government planning responsibilities depend on accurate census data, including detamiaing the need for 
schools, highways, public bansportation, hospitals, libraries, and police & fire protection. 
Dianatcr did. Accurate census information helps local govsmments predict hunspoltation needs in 

) disaster recovery & contingency planning initiatives 

L Bwhess Uses 
Rodnct dcvdoprat and mukcdug. Accurate census data on where people of 

diffg.ent ages live helps businesses of all lrinds to develop & market !heir products. F'mduwm 
of consumer durablas such as television sets, washing machines, & home furnishings b e t i t  
h m  accwate i n f o d o n  on h(~1~ho1ldp & their chBTBCtCtiStics. cda8u8 idamation on 
language spoken at home helps television &radio stations dehe foreign laoguagc serviffi 
areas. 

I 
F~~duuUuLBusinsswsforecastingdsmsndforthcirproductsrequireaccurate 

census data to develop these forscssts. Utilities depend on accurate census data to develop long-range 
plans for new facilities &networks. 
h a t i o n  dcehioa A variety of busiwss locaiion decisions are improved by accurate census data. 

I ~oa& ded;baa ~ndividuals makcChetter choices a& h-bnying, job 
mlocatioa, a starting thei  own business if they can take advantage of ucamte census information. 

I For example, businesses sacking to pinpoint areas to gauge potmtia'mar~asfor locating new stores, and 
busincssos interested in finding sites having a labor force with certain education charamcisiics. 

I Community Group & Individnnl Uses 
D d i v ~ ~ t h ,  m d d ,  d dmadond lm*k C d t y g r o u p a  benefit 
&om oensua data to set up t adminastsr p g a m s  for cbildrsn, tsens, and older 
persons; to teach English, and conduct voter mgktdon  drives; to prowde job 

Census Bureau 
Partnership and Dab Services 

8585 North Stemmons Freeway, Suite 800s 
U S C E N S U S B U R E k  

I Dallas, TX 75247 Helping You Make Informed Decrsfons 

214-253-4481 


