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New ORI Resource: The Lab
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 The Office of Research Integrity (ORI), a unit within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, has produced and published a new interactive resource titled, “The Lab: Avoiding Research Misconduct.” Featuring ethical dilemmas from a variety of perspectives, “The Lab” allows users to “choose their own adventures” related to situations of research misconduct. While the videos and related materials are more applicable to a research-intensive environment, the overall principles and concepts presented transcend the type of institution.
If you are interested in viewing this resource, accessing the facilitator’s guide, or using any of the ORI’s other resources, please visit this Web page: http://ori.hhs.gov/TheLab/
Looking for Equipment? Try the DOE’s Energy Equipment Program
The U.S. Department of Energy’s Energy Related Laboratory Equipment (ERLE) Program provides grants of unused, used, repaired, salvaged, and scrap equipment to institutions of higher education. If you are looking for energy related equipment or parts, you may want to check out the ERLE Program. High-demand items move quickly, so it is a good idea to check the database on a regular basis.

Dr. Scott Williams, assistant professor of physics, is the first ASU faculty member to take advantage of this program. The press release on his award, written by Tom Nurre of ASU’s communications and marketing department, is reprinted below in its entirety.
Angelo State University's Department of Physics will receive high-tech lab equipment valued at $200,000 through a U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) grant awarded to Dr. Scott Williams, assistant professor of physics.

The equipment consists of four germanium detectors, and is being awarded to Williams through the DOE's Energy Related Laboratory Equipment (ERLE) grant program. The detectors will support student and faculty research in the ASU Physics Department.

According to Williams, two of the detectors will be used in the atomic collisions lab, another in the X-ray fluorescence lab and the fourth in modern physics and applied radiation physics courses. Students and faculty will utilize the detectors for research related to accelerator experiments, X-ray detection, fluorescence, geological material composition, and atomic and nuclear radiating processes, among other topics.

ERLE equipment grants are awarded on a first-come, first-served basis. The available equipment database is updated daily on the ERLE website. Grant applicants are required to submit an online application form and brief proposal describing how the equipment will be used.

The ERLE grant program was established by the DOE to provide available excess of used energy-related laboratory equipment to U.S. middle schools, high schools, universities, colleges, junior colleges, technical institutes, museums and hospitals for use in energy oriented educational programs. The program is sponsored by the Office of Workforce Development for Teachers and Scientists.

For more information, call the ASU Physics Department at 325-942-2242. More information on the ERLE grant program is available online at www.osti.gov/erle/index.jsp.

[Story reprinted with permission from ASU’s Communications and Marketing Department]

The Office of Sponsored Projects will cover costs associated with shipping the equipment to ASU. To learn more about this program, please contact the Office of Sponsored Projects at osp@angelo.edu. 

Upcoming Funding Opportunities
Department of Defense

Minerva Research Initiative

Submission deadlines: White papers-September 1, 2011; Full proposals-November 1, 2011

Overview: The Minerva Research Initiative (MRI) is a DoD-sponsored, university-based social science research program initiated by the Secretary of Defense. It focuses on areas of strategic importance to U.S. national security policy. It seeks to increase the Department’s intellectual capital in the social sciences and improve its ability to address future challenges and build bridges between the Department and the social science community. Minerva brings together universities, research institutions, and individual scholars and supports multidisciplinary and cross-institutional projects addressing specific topic areas determined by the Department of Defense. The MRI aims to promote research in specific areas of social science and to promote a candid and constructive relationship between DoD and the social science academic community.
For more information visit this Web page: http://www.arl.army.mil/www/pages/8/research/Minerva_Draft_BAA_Final_July2011.pdf
Multidisciplinary University Research Initiative (MURI)
Submission deadlines: White papers-September 15, 2011; Full proposals-November 10, 2011

Overview: The MURI program supports basic research in science and engineering at U.S. institutions of higher education that is of potential interest to DoD. The program is focused on multidisciplinary research efforts where more than one traditional discipline interacts to provide rapid advances in scientific areas of interest to the DoD. The three offices participating in this program are the Army Research Office (ARO), the Air Force Office of Scientific Research (AFOSR), and the Office of Naval Research (ONR).

For more information visit this Web page: https://www.onr.navy.mil/~/media/Files/Funding-Announcements/BAA/2011/11-026.ashx
Department of Energy

Early Career Research Program

Submission deadlines: Pre-proposals-September 1, 2011; Full proposals-November 29, 2011

Overview: The Office of Science of the Department of Energy hereby invites grant applications for support under the Early Career Research Program in the following program areas: Advanced Scientific Computing Research (ASCR); Biological and Environmental Research (BER); Basic Energy Sciences (BES), Fusion Energy Sciences (FES); High Energy Physics (HEP), and Nuclear Physics (NP). The purpose of this program is to support the development of individual research programs of outstanding scientists early in their careers and to stimulate research careers in the areas supported by the DOE Office of Science. This competition is limited to untenured assistant professors who received their doctorates no earlier than 2001.
For more information visit this Web page: https://www.fedconnect.net/FedConnect/?doc=DE-FOA-0000572&agency=DOE
Health Resources and Services Administration

Maternal and Child Health Research Program (MCHR)

Submission deadline: September 7, 2011

Overview: This funding announcement includes three different competitions: the MCHR, SDAS, and EHR Pediatric PBRN. R40 MCHR and R40 SDAS: The Maternal and Child Health Research Program will award grants to support applied research relating to maternal and child health services, which show promise of substantial contribution to the advancement of the current knowledge pool. Findings of this research should result in health and health services improvements in States and communities. Research proposals should address critical MCH questions such as public health systems and infrastructure, health disparities, quality of care, and promoting the health of MCH populations. R40 EHR Pediatric PBRN Initiative:  The purpose of this funding opportunity is to support an existing electronic health record (EHR) based pediatric practice-based research network to conduct comparative effectiveness research and epidemiologic assessments of the use of selected psychotropic medications and the most commonly prescribed asthma medications in pediatric populations, as well as possible associations between these medications and metabolic disorders in this population.

For more information visit this Web page: https://grants.hrsa.gov/webExternal/FundingOppDetails.asp?FundingCycleId=7F9EA719-1177-43F0-A0B7-398E00364547&ViewMode=EU&GoBack=&PrintMode=&OnlineAvailabilityFlag=&pageNumber=&version=&NC=&Popup
National Endowment for the Humanities

Digital Humanities Start-Up Grants

Submission deadline: September 27, 2011

Overview: The National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) invites applications to the Digital Humanities Start-Up Grants program. This program is designed to encourage innovations in the digital humanities. By awarding relatively small grants to support the planning stages, NEH aims to encourage the development of innovative projects that promise to benefit the humanities. Innovation is a hallmark of this grant category. All applicants must propose an innovative approach, method, tool, or idea that has not been used before in the humanities. These grants are modeled, in part, on the “high risk/high reward” paradigm often used by funding agencies in the sciences. NEH is requesting proposals for projects that take some risks in the pursuit of innovation and excellence.

For more information visit this Web page: http://www.neh.gov/grants/guidelines/digitalhumanitiesstartup.html
Enduring Questions: Pilot Course Grants

Submission deadline: September 15, 2011

Overview: The NEH Enduring Questions grant program supports the development of a new course that will foster intellectual community through the study of an enduring question. This course will encourage undergraduates and teachers to grapple with a fundamental question addressed by the humanities, and to join together in a deep and sustained program of reading in order to encounter influential thinkers over the centuries and into the present day. Enduring questions are questions to which no discipline, field, or profession can lay an exclusive claim. In many cases they predate the formation of the academic disciplines themselves. Enduring questions can be tackled by reflective individuals regardless of their chosen vocations, areas of expertise, or personal backgrounds. They are questions that have more than one plausible or compelling answer. They have long held interest for young people, and they allow for a special, intense dialogue across generations. The Enduring Questions grant program will help promote such dialogue in today’s undergraduate environment.

For more information visit this Web page: http://www.neh.gov/grants/guidelines/EnduringQuestions.html
National Institutes of Health

Bridges to the Baccalaureate Program (R25)

Submission deadline: September 25, 2011

Overview: This Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) issued by the National Institute of General Medical Sciences (NIGMS), National Institutes of Health (NIH), encourages Research Education Grant (R25) applications from institutions that propose research education programs to increase the pool of community college students from underrepresented backgrounds who go on to research careers in the biomedical and behavioral sciences and will be available to participate in NIH-funded research. This initiative promotes partnerships/consortia between community colleges or other two-year post-secondary educational institutions granting the associate degree with colleges or universities that offer the baccalaureate degree. The program expects that the joint efforts of baccalaureate degree-granting and associate degree-granting institutions will foster the development of a well-integrated institutional program that will provide students from underrepresented groups with the necessary academic preparation and skills to enable their transition and successful completion of the baccalaureate and subsequently more advanced degrees in biomedical and behavioral sciences.

For more information visit this Web page: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-11-285.html
Ethical, Legal, and Social Implications (ELSI) of Genomic Research (R03)
Submission deadlines: Standard R03 deadlines apply; see full announcement for details

Overview: This Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) encourages Small Research Grant (R03) applications to study the ethical, legal and social implications (ELSI) of human genome research.  These applications should be for small, self-contained research projects.  Of particular interest are projects that propose focused legal, economic, philosophical or historical analyses of new or emerging issues.

For more information visit this Web page: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-11-249.html
Health Promotion for Children With Physical Disabilities Through Physical Activity and Diet: Developing an Evidence Base (R21)

Submission deadlines: Standard R21 deadlines apply; see full announcement for details

Overview: This Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) encourages Exploratory/Developmental Research Grant (R21) applications that will improve our understanding of how patterns of physical activity and dietary choice affect the health and fitness of children with physical disabilities.   

Proposed research should account for the functional limitations of children with disabilities and their nutritional needs, as well as the physiological, psychosocial, and environmental factors that play a role in determining the health of this population.
For more information visit this Web page: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-11-284.html
NIH Exploratory/Developmental Research Grant Program (Parent R21)

Submission deadlines: Standard R21 deadlines apply; see full announcement for details

Overview: The National Institutes of Health (NIH) Exploratory/Developmental Grant (R21) funding opportunity supports the development of new research activities in categorical program areas. The R21 mechanism is intended to encourage exploratory and developmental research projects by providing support for the early and conceptual stages of these projects. These studies may involve considerable risk but may lead to a breakthrough in a particular area, or to the development of novel techniques, agents, methodologies, models, or applications that could have a major impact on a field of biomedical, behavioral, or clinical research.

For more information visit this Web page: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-11-261.html
Research on Research Integrity (R21)

Submission deadlines: Letter of intent-October 17, 2011; Full proposal-December 1, 2011

Overview: This Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA), issued by NIEHS and ORI, encourages applications for research that will improve understanding of the basic mechanisms of research integrity by bridging work in the laboratory and the field. This understanding will advance several goals, including: the identification of the optimal targets and time points in the life course for Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR) education and the identification of common mechanisms of behavior change related to research integrity. This initiative seeks to capitalize on emerging basic science to accelerate the investigation of common mechanisms that play a role in initiating or maintaining research integrity and are applicable across a broad range of research-related behaviors. By focusing basic research on the mechanisms of research integrity, and by integrating work across laboratory and field contexts, this initiative should transform the efficacy and effectiveness of RCR education and cost efficiency of behavior change interventions when research misconduct is found.

For more information visit this Web page: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-ES-11-009.html
Research Project Grant (Parent R01)

Submission deadlines: Standard R01 deadlines apply; see full announcement for details

Overview: The Research Project Grant (R01) is an award made to an institution/organization to support a discrete, specified, circumscribed project to be performed by the named investigator(s) in areas representing the specific interests and competencies of the investigator(s). The R01 research plan proposed by the applicant institution/organization must be related to the stated program interests of one or more of the NIH Institutes and Centers (ICs) based on descriptions of their programs.
For more information visit this Web page: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-11-260.html
Small Research Grant Program (Parent R03)

Submission deadlines: Standard R03 deadlines apply; see full announcement for details

Overview: The National Institutes of Health (NIH) Investigator-Initiated Small Research Grant (R03) funding opportunity supports small research projects that can be carried out in a short period of time with limited resources. The R03 grant mechanism supports different types of projects including pilot and feasibility studies; secondary analysis of existing data; small, self-contained research projects; development of research methodology; and development of new research technology.

For more information visit this Web page: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-11-262.html
Social and Behavioral Research on the Elderly in Disasters (R03)
Submission deadlines: Standard R03 deadlines apply; see full announcement for details

Overview: This FOA issued by the National Institute on Aging encourages Small Research Grant (R03) applications from institutions or organizations that propose to conduct research in the behavioral and social sciences on the consequences of natural and man-made disasters for the health and well-being of the elderly, with an ultimate goal of preventing or mitigating harmful consequences.  Disasters include weather-related events, earthquakes, large-scale attacks on civilian populations, technological catastrophes or perceived catastrophes, and pandemics. Note: related R01 and R21 competitions are available.
For more information visit this Web page: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-11-264.html
National Science Foundation
Presidential Awards for Excellence in Science, Mathematics, and Engineering Mentoring (PAESMEM)

Submission deadline: October 5, 2011 (with annual deadlines in June thereafter)
Overview: The Presidential Awards for Excellence in Science, Mathematics, and Engineering Mentoring (PAESMEM) Program seeks to identify outstanding mentoring efforts that enhance the participation and retention of individuals (including persons with disabilities, women and minorities) who might not otherwise have considered or had access to opportunities in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM). The awardees serve as leaders in the national effort to develop fully the nation's human resources in STEM.

For more information visit this Web page: http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=5473
For more information about finding other funding opportunities, please visit the Research & Grants Channel under the “My Courses” tab in RamPort.
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