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National Science Board Solicits Comments on Proposed Changes
In a special notice dated June 14, 2011, the National Science Board issued a public invitation for PIs, reviewers, and other individuals to comment on the proposed changes to the merit review criteria (Intellectual Merit and Broader Impacts). Although minor, these proposed changes are significant as the merit review criteria are the primary foundation upon which the peer review process is based. They have the potential to change requirements for proposal development as well as funding outcomes.
If you are interested in reviewing these proposed changes and/or commenting on them, please review the National Science Foundation’s special notice: http://www.nsf.gov/nsb/publications/2011/06_mrtf.jsp
Applying for an NEH Summer Stipend?
Every year, the National Endowment for the Humanities holds a Summer Stipend program competition. The stipends pay $6,000 and support the cost of faculty research in the humanities. ASU is limited to nominating just two (2) individuals each year for this program. If you are interested in applying for one of the NEH’s summer stipends, please review ASU’s nomination guidelines: http://www.angelo.edu/dept/sponsored_projects/documents/FY_2011_NEH_Summer_Stipends.pdf
Upcoming Funding Opportunities
American Educational Research Association

Research Grants Program
Submission deadline: September 1, 2011

Overview: With support from the National Science Foundation (NSF), the AERA Grants Program announces its Research Grants competition. The program seeks to stimulate research on U.S. education issues using data from the large-scale, national and international data sets supported by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), NSF, and other federal agencies, and to increase the number of education researchers using these data sets. The program supports research projects that are quantitative in nature, include the analysis of existing data from NCES, NSF or other federal agencies, and have U.S. education policy relevance.

For more information visit this Web page: http://www.aera.net/grantsprogram/res_training/res_grants/RGFly.html
French American Cultural Exchange (FACE)

The Tournées Festival French Film Grants
Submission deadline: October 1, 2011 (for Spring 2012 programs)

Overview: The Tournées Festival is a program of FACE, in partnership with the Cultural Services of the French Embassy, which aims to bring contemporary French cinema to American college and university campuses. The program distributes close to $200,000 in grants annually to encourage schools to begin their own self-sustaining French film festivals. Now in its 16th year, The Tournées Festival has partnered with more than 350 universities, making it possible for more than 450,000 students to discover French-language films. To be eligible for a grant, you must be affiliated with an American college or university with non-profit status. Candidates must plan to show the films as part of a festival, consisting of a minimum of five films, and the screenings must take place within a one-month period. The films may be presented as part of a larger film festival. Candidates are eligible to receive The Tournées Festival grant for a maximum of five consecutive years, but they must reapply each year.

For more information visit this Web page: http://www.facecouncil.org/tournees/index.html
Institute of Education Sciences

Education Research Grants
Submission deadlines: Letter of intent - July 21, 2011; Full proposal - September 22, 2011

Overview: The Institute of Education Sciences (Institute) requests applications for research projects that will contribute to its education research programs in Reading and Writing; Mathematics and Science Education; Cognition and Student Learning; Social and Behavioral Context for Academic Learning; Education Technology; Effective Teachers and Effective Teaching; Improving Education Systems: Policies, Organization, Management, and Leadership; Postsecondary and Adult Education; Early Learning Programs and Policies; and English Learners.

For more information visit this Web page: http://ies.ed.gov/funding/12rfas.asp
National Aeronautics and Space Administration

Research Opportunities in Space and Earth Sciences (ROSES) 2011
Submission deadlines: Vary according to competition; see individual solicitations

Overview: This NASA Research Announcement (NRA) solicits proposals for supporting basic and applied research and technology across a broad range of Earth and space science program elements relevant to one or more of the following NASA Research Programs: Earth Science, Heliophysics, Planetary Science, and Astrophysics. This ROSES NRA covers all aspects of basic and applied supporting research and technology in space and Earth sciences, including, but not limited to: theory, modeling, and analysis of SMD science data; development of experiment techniques suitable for future SMD space missions; determination of atomic and composition parameters needed to analyze space data, as well as returned samples from the Earth or space; Earth surface observations and field campaigns that support SMD science missions; development of integrated Earth system models; development of systems for applying Earth science research data to societal needs; and development of applied information systems applicable to SMD objectives and data.

For more information visit this Web page: http://nspires.nasaprs.com/external/viewrepositorydocument/cmdocumentid=257302/2011%20Summary%20of%20Solicitation%20Amend9.pdf
National Endowment for the Arts

Grants for Arts Projects: Art Works 2
Submission deadline: August 11, 2011

Overview: Art Works encourages and supports the following four outcomes: 1) Creation: The creation of art that meets the highest standards of excellence, 2) Engagement: Public engagement with diverse and excellent art, 3) Learning: Lifelong learning in the arts, and 4) Livability: The strengthening of communities through the arts. Applicants will be asked to select the outcome that is most relevant to their projects (they also will be able to select a secondary outcome). When making selections, applicants should identify the outcome(s) that reflect the results expected to be achieved by their project. If a grant is received, grantees also will be asked to provide evidence of those results. Note: This program requires 1:1 match from non-federal sources.
For more information visit this Web page: http://www.arts.gov/grants/apply/GAP12/ArtsEdAW.html
National Endowment for the Humanities

America’s Historical and Cultural Organizations: Planning and Implementation Grants
Submission deadline: August 17, 2011

Overview: America’s Historical and Cultural Organizations grants support projects in the humanities that explore stories, ideas, and beliefs in order to deepen our understanding of our lives and our world. The Division of Public Programs supports the development of humanities content and interactivity that excite, inform, and stir thoughtful reflection upon culture, identity, and history in creative and new ways. Grants for America’s Historical and Cultural Organizations should encourage dialogue, discussion, and civic engagement, and they should foster learning among people of all ages. To that end, the Division of Public Programs urges applicants to consider more than one format for presenting humanities ideas to the public.

For more information visit this Web page: http://www.neh.gov/grants/guidelines/AHCO.htm
Bridging Cultures: Implementation Grants for Public Programs on “Civility and Democracy” or “The Muslim World and the Humanities”
Submission deadline: August 2, 2011

Overview: As part of its Bridging Cultures initiative, NEH welcomes proposals to implement a national or regional program for broad and diverse public audiences on one of two humanities themes: “Civility and Democracy” or “The Muslim World and the Humanities.”

Civility and Democracy: Civility has always served as a keystone in the American experiment, from George Washington’s “110 Rules of Civility,” to Abraham Lincoln’s appeal for “malice toward none” and “charity for all,” to Martin Luther King’s dream of the sons of former slaves and slave-owners being able “to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.” Civility involves our responsibilities to each other as citizens and as members of civil society. Drawing on diverse humanities disciplines such as political and cultural history, ethics, and jurisprudence, civility might be examined in a variety of frameworks.

The Muslim World and the Humanities: The history of the Muslim world is as complex and varied as the diverse nations and regions in which Islam is practiced around the globe. Scholarly research and public interest have recently focused on cultural and political dynamics within Muslim countries. At the same time, many people are unfamiliar with the multifaceted history of centuries of Islamic intellectual, political, and cultural traditions that have influenced civilizations throughout the world. A variety of humanities disciplines can bring new perspectives to the understanding of Islam and contribute to a broader public understanding of the Muslim world.

For more information visit this Web page: http://www.neh.gov/grants/guidelines/BridgingCulturesImplementation.html
Humanities Collections and Reference Resources
Submission deadline: July 20, 2011

Overview: The Humanities Collections and Reference Resources program supports projects that provide an essential foundation for scholarship, education, and public programming in the humanities. Thousands of libraries, archives, museums, and historical organizations across the country maintain important collections of books and manuscripts, photographs, sound recordings and moving images, archaeological and ethnographic artifacts, art and material culture, and digital objects. Funding from this program strengthens efforts to extend the life of such materials and make their intellectual content widely accessible, often through the use of digital technology. Awards are also made to create various reference resources that facilitate use of cultural materials, from works that provide basic information quickly to tools that synthesize and codify knowledge of a subject for in-depth investigation.

For more information visit this Web page: http://www.neh.gov/grants/guidelines/HCRR.html
National Science Foundation

Division of Physics – Education and Interdisciplinary Research (EIR)
Submission deadline: October 26, 2011

Overview: This program supports activities that seek to improve the education and training of physics students (both undergraduate and graduate), such as curriculum development or physics education research directed towards upper-level or graduate physics courses, and activities that are not included in specific programs elsewhere within NSF. The program supports research at the interface between physics and other disciplines and extending to emerging areas. Broadening activities related to research at the interface with other fields, possibly not normally associated with physics, also may be considered

For more information visit this Web page: http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=5610
Informal Science Education (ISE)
Submission deadlines: Preliminary proposal – August 12, 2011; Full proposal – January 11, 2012

Overview: The ISE program supports innovation in anywhere, anytime, lifelong learning, through investments in research, development, infrastructure, and capacity building for STEM learning outside formal school settings.

For more information visit this Web page: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2011/nsf11546/nsf11546.htm?org=NSF
Macrosystems Biology: Research on Biological Systems at Regional to Continental Scales
Submission deadlines: April 2, 2012

Overview: The Macrosystems Biology: Research on Biological Systems at Regional to Continental Scales will support quantitative, interdisciplinary, systems-oriented research on biosphere processes and their complex interactions with climate, land use, and invasive species at regional to continental scales as well as planning and development activities to enable groups to conduct Macrosystems Biology Research.

For more information visit this Web page: http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=503425
Office of Naval Research

ONR STEM Grand Challenge – Adaptive, Generalizable Intelligent Tutors for STEM and Naval Training and Education

Submission deadlines: White papers (required) - August 1, 2011; Full proposal - September 30, 2011

Overview: The objective of the Office of Naval Research’s STEM Grand Challenge Special Notice is to develop cost effective, generalizable instructional tutors for STEM training and education that can raise a student’s performance by at least two standard deviations. Achieving this objective requires a concerted, multidisciplinary effort to place science‐based instructional technologies into the hands of students across the socio‐economic spectrum and may encompass a broad range of capabilities including desktop, mobile, and gaming platforms. The STEM Grand Challenge will provide the right blend of incentive, risk and benefit to revolutionize the state of the art in intelligent tutors. Successful proposals will focus on developing innovative, scalable, and affordable technologies that blend the best pedagogical approaches with cost‐effective design solutions that enable broad dissemination of these technologies to a wide range of students.
For more information visit this Web page: http://www07.grants.gov/search/downloadAtt.do;jsessionid=XwLjN7zhkrg90LpMfLbdV6Z5F0rvNKxr7F1LlH32bnhZnW4KRwVq!65426473?attId=82065
U.S. Department of Agriculture

Scientific Cooperative Exchange Program (SCEP) with the People’s Republic of China
Submission deadline: July 8, 2011

Overview: The USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) announces the availability to participate in the Scientific Cooperation Exchange Program (SCEP) with the People’s Republic of China (PRC) for fiscal year (FY) 2012. The objective of SCEP is to promote bilateral scientific exchanges designed to promote agricultural cooperation, development, and trade. SCEP supports mutual exchanges of U.S. and Chinese research teams to visit the SCEP partner country for up to 15 days in order to transfer knowledge and technology in agriculture. USDA and the Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) of PRC consult with the research teams to design multi-city program agendas that initiate or strengthen linkages between our academic, public, and private institutions.
For more information visit this Web page: http://www.fas.usda.gov/icd/grants/scep/scep.asp
U.S. Department of Labor

Susan Harwood Training Grant Program, FY 2011
Submission deadline: July 20, 2011

Overview: The Susan Harwood Training Grant Program provides funds for programs to develop training materials and to train workers and/or employers to recognize, avoid, abate, and prevent safety and health hazards in their workplaces and provide related assistance. The program emphasizes six areas: 1) Training workers and/or employers about high risk activities or hazards identified by OSHA through the DOL’s Strategic Plan, or as part of an OSHA special emphasis program or other OSHA priorities. 2) Educating workers on their rights and educating employers on their responsibilities under the OSH Act. 3) Educating workers and/or employers in small businesses. For purposes of this grant program, a small business is one with 250 or fewer employees. 4) Training workers and/or employers about new OSHA standards. 5) Training at-risk and/or low-literacy worker populations. 6) Providing technical assistance to employers and workers.
For more information visit this Web page: http://apply07.grants.gov/apply/opportunities/instructions/oppSHTG-FY-11-01-cfda17.502-instructions.pdf
For more information about finding other funding opportunities, please visit the Research & Grants Channel under the “My Courses” tab in RamPort.


The e-Funding Alert is published monthly by Angelo State University’s Office of Sponsored Projects. To subscribe to this alert, please send a message to osp@angelo.edu with “Subscribe Alert” indicated in the subject line.
e-Funding Alert – June 2011

