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Paragraph Development


Students generally have one of two problems when writing paragraphs:  either their paragraphs are not developed enough or their paragraphs include too much information and lose focus.  Below you will find an outline to follow when writing most paragraphs within the body of an essay.  This outline does not apply to introductions and conclusions. If you include all four of the elements listed below in every paragraph, you will be much more likely to write well-focused, well-developed paragraphs and a stronger paper overall.  

The first rule in paragraph writing is that each paragraph should only focus on one main idea: 

1 Paragraph = 1 Point

Paragraph Outline:

1.  Transition and Topic Sentence

2.  Inclusion of Evidence

3.  Analysis of Evidence

4.  Link Back to Topic Sentence and/or Thesis

Explanation:

Transition and Topic Sentence:  The start of every paragraph in the body of an essay needs a transition phrase or sentence that explains how that paragraph relates to the previous paragraph. The job of the transition is to show your reader the logic behind your paper’s organization:  Why does paragraph B follow paragraph A?  Connected to the transition is the topic sentence.  The topic sentence tells your reader what your focus will be for that paragraph: What is the 1 Point you will support in this 1 Paragraph? 

Inclusion of Evidence:  After you establish in your topic sentence what your focus will be in the paragraph, you then need to bring in a piece of evidence to support that topic sentence.  Evidence can be a quotation from a source, a personal example, a statistic, a description of an object, person, or scene, etc.  
Analysis of Evidence:  Once you have brought in your well-chosen evidence, you need to explain why you chose that particular piece of evidence for this particular paragraph.  When you analyze something, you need to break it down into pieces and show how those pieces relate to the whole.  In your paragraph, you should talk about what you find interesting, troubling, or insightful about that piece of evidence.  Pull out specific words or images from the piece of evidence and explain what their larger implications or connotations are.  Never let your evidence speak for you; you must always tell your readers how you want them to interpret or understand that evidence.  As a general rule, the analysis portion of your paragraph should be longer than the evidence portion.
Link Back to Topic Sentence and/or Thesis:  To show your reader that you have maintained a consistent focus throughout the paragraph, you should end the paragraph by connecting your analysis back to your topic sentence.  In a paper with a thesis, you should connect each paragraph back to both your topic sentence and your thesis statement: How does your analysis support the original claim you made in your topic sentence and/or thesis?  
Sample Paragraph:


Not only can parents put too much pressure on their children to receive good grades, but parents can also apply that pressure to the activities children do outside of school, such as sports.
  For instance, in the original version of the movie The Bad News Bears (1976), the coach for the Bears’ rival team the Yankees exemplifies how parents can push their children too far in sports.  During the championship game, the Yankee’s coach does not think the pitcher for his team, who is also his son, is playing well enough against the Bears.  The coach stomps out to the mound and slaps his son across the face so hard that the boy ends up face down on the pitcher’s mound.
 This scene shows that the coach has completely forgotten what it means to be a father.  A father is supposed to protect and support his child; instead, the pitcher is the one who needs protection from his father’s violent actions.  Slapping his own son in front of all of his peers and the rest of the spectators at the game is the ultimate form of public humiliation.  A child should not feel this type of embarrassment during a game that is supposed to be fun.  The image of the child’s face in the pitcher’s mound symbolizes how the child feels like the dirt that is on his face.  A parent should build a child’s self-esteem and not make a child feel as low as dirt.  This point of the movie also makes the viewers sympathize with this boy who had bullied the Bears’ players earlier because we see that his father treats him the same way.
  If the father in the movie had not put so much pressure on his son to play well, then the son would not have been humiliated and made to feel like dirt.
  
� Transition and Topic Sentence: The previous paragraph is about parents pressuring kids in school, while this paragraph will be about parents pressuring kids in sports.  


� Introduction of Evidence:  The writer describes a scene from the movie The Bad News Bears to use as evidence to support the claim in the topic sentence that parents pressure kids in sports.


� Analysis of Evidence:  The writer then explains what is significant about the scene described.  Notice how the writer pulls out the specific images of the slap and the face in the dirt and shows their larger meanings.


� Link Back to Topic Sentence:  The writer uses the word “pressure” again to show how the analysis ultimately supports the topic sentence, which also uses the word “pressure.”





