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Subject/Verb Agreement
In a sentence, the subject and the verb must agree in number.  
· If the subject is singular (only one), then the verb will be singular.  
· If the subject is plural (more than one), then the verb must be plural.

In present tense, nouns and verbs form plurals in opposite ways.

· To make a noun plural, add an s to it.

· To make a verb plural, remove the s from it.

Example:
[image: image1]
Any time two nouns are joined by and (compound subjects), the verb must be plural.
Example:
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When compound subjects are connected by or/nor, the verb agrees with the noun closest to it.
Examples:


[image: image3]
When replacing nouns with pronouns, the subject and verb still must agree in number.
Examples: 
The cat chases the mouse.			The cats chase the mouse.
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The dog and the cat chase the mouse.
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Neither the dogs nor the cat chases the mouse.
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Neither the dog nor the cats chase the mouse.
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Singular:  The boy = he, the woman = she, and so on.  These pronouns must have singular verbs.





He eats a sandwich.


She rides the horse.








Plural:  The doctors = they, and so on.  Plural pronouns must have plural verbs.





They operate on the patient.








