
Managed consulting jobs including work scheduling, supervision of
employees, budgeting and project planning, client relations. Worked on 
water supply projects in Texas for City of San Antonio, City of Houston,
Texas Electric Service Co. Also worked on water supply or water protection
projects in uranium leach-mining district in South Texas, phosphate-mining
district Florida, lignite-mining district of East Texas, at a plant site at Borger,
Texas and in intermountain basin at Battle Mountain, Nevada.

Exploration geologic studies in eastern half of Permian Basin. Prospects
drilled: more than 10 wells in 5 prospects including two Fusselman
discoveries plus several successful offset wells.
Supervised 3 geologists, 1 geophysicist, and 1 technician in exploring for oil
& gas in the eastern half of the Permian Basin plus Roosevelt County, NM.



Exploration geologic studies & analyses in Texas, Kansas & Wyoming.
Managed 10-well production operation, directed working-interest audits of 2 
drilling funds, negotiated the sale of Kansas producing properties.

Prospect generation in the eastern half of the Permian Basin. Prospects
drilled: 10 wells in 6 prospects including Fusselman, Wolfcamp, and Strawn
discoveries and several successful offsets.

Adjunct Instructor in Geology. Taught 2 senior & graduate level courses:
1) Sedimentology &  2) Well-Site and Advanced Petroleum Geology.

Assist Engineering & Operations groups with production geology studies &
recommendations. Low-risk exploration studies. Horizontal Drilling
Opportunities Group Leader. Evaluation of proposed trades. Well-site
geology. Expert in Ellenburger reservoirs, Canyon Sand reservoirs and the
identification of Horizontal Drilling Targets.

Supervise geoscience activities of geologists, geophysicists, and techs in
Permian Basin areas. Supervised Permian Basin production engineering
and geologic staff.

Tight-gas sand plays in Anadarko Basin, Western Oklahoma and Sonora
Area, West Texas.

Global Peer-Review Team.  Initiated and help set up the Corporate Skills and
Knowledge Database to catalog in-house talent and experience for both
Geoscience and Engineering. Reviewed major plays, considered high-
impact for the corporation – Onshore China, Bakken Shale, Bossier Play,
San Juan Basin, Oklahoma, Cedar Creek Anticline, Madden Deep Unit,
various other Rocky Mountain Basins

Oil and Gas Consulting – Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Louisiana, North
Dakota and California.
Ground-Water Consulting.
Oil and Gas Prospect Development: Shale Plays and Conventional
Mineral Acquisitions
I work with large independent Oil and Gas companies and large Land
Owners to develop supplies of industrial water for drilling and frac’ing
operations.
Geological design of Salt Water Disposal wells.







A student at Louisiana State University wrote Stephen L. Shaw requesting
an interview (at the time, in addition to my regular duties – finding oil and gas -  I 
was a college recruiter for a large, independent oil company):

“I am currently taking a geology class and my professor has given us an
assignment to interview a geologist.  I do not know one personally so I was
wondering if you could help me out by answering a few questions so I can
write about you.  If you could I would greatly appreciate it,” Miss _____
_______, LSU student.

These are the 10 questions:

1) What company do you work for?
Burlington Resources, a publicly traded, very large independent gas and oil
company (later merged into Conoco).

2) What type of geologist are you?
I am both a ground-water hydrologist and a petroleum geologist.

3) Give a description of your job?
Currently I do detailed reservoir characterization and development drilling for
natural gas in the Anadarko Basin of Western Oklahoma. These 7-7/8-inch well-
bores are 2.4 miles deep (12,800 ft). Reservoir interpretations are made from a
database of from two to twelve data points per square mile (in other words, we
only have two to twelve wells per section from which we get all our information
about sand thickness and porosity).  Based on this sparse control, we spent 3 to
5 million dollars per vertical well to drill and complete new productive wells to
help keep America’s homes heated and factories and electric power plants
running.

4) Where do people who do this job typically live?
Even though I live in Midland, TX, I drill wells in Oklahoma and West Texas. My
company also drills wells in Montana, Wyoming and South Louisiana from
Midland and Houston. We have a major office in Farmington, NM where we
produce natural gas from coal-bed methane reserves in the San Juan Basin.
This NM gas feeds the main El Paso Natural Gas pipeline to Southern California.

5) What is the future of your field of work?
The world will be dependent on fossil fuels, primarily oil and natural gas for at
least your lifetime (100 more years, maybe more).  Geologists, I believe are in
the critical path to helping mankind survive on this planet. Geologists today work
in clean water supply, like I did early in my career, and also in city planning
departments, national parks, environmental design and clean-up, nuclear waste



disposal site assessment, as well as going on to be lawyers and business
managers/executives.

6) What kind of education and experience do you need to be qualified to do
your job?
It requires a Masters degree to get the kind of job that will have the potential for
the upward mobility and salary treatment you will want in your career.

7) Do you travel alot, where do you travel to?
In the ground-water consulting business, I traveled a lot and often stayed gone
from home for extended periods of two weeks or more. In the oil business, my
travel is short to meetings and conferences with short (few days) trips to well
sites or seismic crews.

8) What are the typical hours that you work?
My company works a 9-80 office schedule. We work 9-hour days 5 days one
week and 4 days the next. This allows us to have 3-day weekends every other
week. However, as a professional (ie not paid hourly) you put in whatever time it
takes to keep the drill rigs turning to the right. There are men and equipment
working 24-7 out there in the field, and you have to keep up. You have to keep
up also because our cities and power plants must have the gas.

9) What are the benefits of your job?
My company spends between $20,000,000 and $100,000,000 every year drilling
and completing wells where I say to drill them. That is a lot of risk and
responsibility. They pay me very well to shoulder this responsibility.  People who
work for government agencies, consulting firms or educational and research
institutions rarely directly impact projects with this level of expenditure. They do
not get paid as much.

10) What are some interesting things you have done in your field of work?
I have done field work for a ground-water development project in Arizona.  I have
drilled test holes and run pumping tests of water wells in Houston, West Texas,
South Texas, Nevada and Florida. I have drilled many oil and gas wells,
including numerous horizontal wells.  I have traveled from British Columbia to
Florida and from North Carolina to California doing geology.  I have helped cities
find water; and, I have helped lignite mines and in-situ uranium leach mines
protect water.  I have taught college courses and given talks to grade-school
classes. I love the excitement of opening doors of understanding about one of
the most intellectually stimulating things – the Earth.

Post Script – This interview actually took place in 2003.  I answered the
questions from my own experience. –Stephen L. Shaw, Adjunct Professor
of Geology, ASU
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