Teacher talk - Egypmatics

This bulletin board would be set up with the Hindu-Arabic numbered 

pyramids under each Egyptian numeral.  The teacher would introduce the 

Egyptian numeral in a mini-lesson explaining their effect on our present 

numeration system.

Then the teacher will remove the numbered pyramids and put them in the 

ziplock bag on the right-hand corner of the bulletin board.  Each student 

will be given an opportunity to pull a pyramid out of the bag and match it 

with an Egyptian numeral.  When the student has done this successfully, 

he/she may pull a bag from the camel on the left side of the bulletin board.

The student will take this bag to his/her desk.  Each bag contains pretzel 

sticks, to be used for numbers 1-9 and candy strips, that can form the 

numbers 10 and 100.  It also contains a number card.  The student is to 

form the number on the card, in Egyptian numerals.  When the student has 

done this, he/she may check his/her answer on the number key 

provided.  The teacher will also check their answer and when correct, 

will allow the student to eat the goodies in the bag.

This board could be changed by changing the numbered pyramids to addition 

or subtraction problems (written on the pyramids) and placed under the 

correct answer.

ex. 8-4=___ the answer is 4.  The student would place the card under the 

Egyptian numeral 1111 (4).

ex. 5+5= ___ the answer is 10.  The student would place the card under the 

Egyptian numeral n (10).

Extended activities:

1.  The students could be given manipulatives (blocks) to make a pyramid.

then they will be asked to count the number of blocks used, and to write 

that number in Egyptian numerals.

2.  The children could write their birthday (4-20-88) in Egyptian numerals.

The teacher could take this opportunity to explain why the Hindu-Arabic 

number system is used instead of the other numeration systems.

3.  The students could be given a puzzle, made by the teacher, with the 

Egyptian numerals on one side and the Hindu-Arabic numbers on the other.

This could be a fun activity to do.

