Teacher Talk: Fruit Loops  

Grade Level:   7th and 8th 

Instructions:  

Work the problems on the fruit. Students should keep in mind that the problems are dealing with Base 60 which will be explained in the previous lesson. Students are to add the Babylonian numerals to find the correct answer. 

Answer Key:  

The answers are on the answer key provided by the teacher. 

Timing:  

The teacher would need to relate the bulletin board with the lesson of recognizing and using bases other than 10. Considering the difficulty level of bases other than 10, it would be difficult to use this when the topic is not being dealt with in class. 

Possible Follow-Up Questions:  

1.) Can you create your own Babylonian equations and get the correct answer? 
2.) How do you know when to add symbols? 
3.) Why is the order of the symbols important? 

Extensions:  

The problems on the fruit can be changed from addition to subtraction. Also, the difficulty level or the system (i.e. Babylonian) could be altered to another non-Base 10 numeration system. 
Construction:  

This activity provides students with critical thinking skills and helps them work outside their comfort zone to gain confidence. 
