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Detecting Similarities


	Math Content


Similarity

	TEKS info


· GRADE LEVEL – 6th grade
· STRAND – Within a well-balanced mathematics curriculum, the primary focal pints at Grade 6 are using ratios to describe proportional relationships involving number, geometry, measurement, and probability and adding and subtracting decimals and fractions.
· OBJECTIVE – (A) Generate formulas to represent relationships involving perimeter, area, volume of a rectangle.
(B) Geometry and spatial reasoning.  The student uses geometric vocabulary to describe angles, polygons, and circles. The student is expected to: identify relationships involving angles in triangles and quadrilaterals.

(C) Student should be able to measure angles.

(D) Student should be able to measure sides to find if shapes are similar.

	Resources


Math for Elementary Teachers: An Interactive Approach; 2nd Edition; by Thomas Sonnabend.

	Description of Activity


Activity 1: Blow a little air into the balloon. Explore.  Blow a little more air into the balloon.  Decide if these shapes would be similar.

Activity 2: Take out the sponge shapes and find shapes that would be similar.  



	Extension Ideas


1. Have students draw different shapes to scale.

2. Have students paint the similar shapes with the sponges to turn in for a grade.

	Supplies Needed 

Construction Ideas



Tri-fold cardboard, Constructions paper, Glue, Border, Scissors, Computer, Markers, and Tape.
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