	Teacher Talk


	Title


Zap’s Castle

	Math Content


Perimeter and Area

	TEKS info


· GRADE LEVEL – 5th Grade

· STRAND – Geometry and Spatial Reasoning

· OBJECTIVE – 5.11 The student understands measurement concepts.

A) Solve problems involving length, weight, capacity, time, temperature, and area. 

5.14

A-B) Communicate mathematically 

	Resources


Fennell, Francis, PhD, Ferrini-Mundy, Joan, PhD, et.al. Mathematics: The Path to Math Success! Silver Burdett Ginn. 1999. pg. 452-459.

	Description of Activity


The students must build a castle according to the directions given, and then answer questions about the figure’s perimeter and area. The students will then perform related tasks on an assessment paper. This will test the student’s knowledge of perimeter and area. Before doing this activity, the students would have already learned the formulas of perimeter and area in the beginning of the lesson. 

	Extension Ideas


The teacher could extend this activity by having the students make their own blocks and use them to build their own figure. The figure would not have to be a castle it could be anything the student wishes to build with the blocks. This activity could be incorporated into other subjects as well. 

	Supplies Needed 

Construction Ideas



Poster board, markers, computer paper, felt border, laminating sheets, Velcro

Most of the work was done on poster board, which is available in most schools. We laminated the poster board blocks so we could use Velcro on them without tearing the poster board. Also this way the children could rearrange the blocks without taping or stapling them to the board. The Velcro was used to make the bulletin board interactive. 

