	Teacher Talk


	Title



Texas Transformations

	Math Content



Rigid Motions – Translations, Rotations, and 



Reflections

	TEKS info


· GRADE LEVEL – 4th Grade
· STRAND – Geometry and Spatial Reasoning
· OBJECTIVE – The student connects transformations to congruence and symmetry.  The student is expected to:



a) demonstrate translations, reflections, and 



rotations using concrete models;



b) use translations, reflections, and rotations 



to verify that two shapes are congruent; 



and



c) use reflections to verify that a shape has 



symmetry.

	Resources



Burton, Grace. Math Advantage – Preparation for 



Algebra. Harcourt Brace Publishers. 1999. 



pg. 256-57.


TEKS

	Description of Activity



The students must perform the given 




transformations using figures indicated on the 


geoboards.  They must then perform similar tasks 


indicated on an assessment paper.  This will test 


the student’s knowledge of rigid motions.

	Extension Ideas



The teacher could extend this activity by having a 


transformation done on a geoboard and 




instructing the students to indicate what 



transformation was performed.  It can also be 


used to emphasize other terms such as line of 


symmetry and point of rotation.  The decorations 


could also be changed to correspond with the time 


of the year or a special holiday.

	Supplies Needed 

Construction Ideas




Fabric, border, computer paper, geoboards, rubber 

bands



The majority of the work was done on the 



computer resulting in a very inexpensive center.  


We laminated the decorations for the board to 


ensure durability.  Most math classes will have 


access to geoboards, so they wouldn’t have to be 


purchased.




























