

Spring into Symmetry




To help 3rd grade students to learn the concept of symmetry,   

with the use of symmetrical and asymmetrical manipulatives.

Chapter 9.3


3.8- Geometry and spatial reasoning.  The student uses formal geometric vocabulary.  The student is expected to name, describe, and compare shapes and solids using formal geometric vocabulary.

3.9 – Geometry and spatial reasoning.  The student recognizes congruence and symmetry.  The student is expected to:

B) create shapes with lines of symmetry using concrete models ad technology


C) identify lines of symmetry in shapes.




        The Teacher Store

        Hobby Lobby


Region XV Center

Mathematics for Elementary Teachers: An Interactive Approach, Second Edition

     

The Students will have the opportunity to use foam manipulatives to determine the symmetry of objects, labeling the symmetrical objects with an “s” and labeling the asymmetrical objects with an “a”.  They will be able to check themselves by using a self-check card. 


After mastering the concept of symmetry, use the shapes on the bulletin board to determine if they possess rotational symmetry or reflection symmetry.  Attach a mirror to the board (for reflection); seek out classroom objects that posses rotational symmetry such as a desk or globe.  Have students draw a given picture as well as one of their choice.  Give them tracing paper to copy it onto, and have them find a different poition for the figure on the tracing paper in which the traced figure coinsides with the origional figure.



Construction paper (title letters, “a” and “s”, label pouch)


Butcher paper (background)


Border


Foam board (shapes, background for directions)


Velcro


Scissors


Staples/Stapler



Glue


Index card (self-check card)


Markers (for making self check card)
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