Teacher Talk
Title 

Surfin’ Symmetry With Geoboards
Math     Content
Hands-On geometry—using a geoboard to understand symmetry

TEKS info
Chapter 111 Mathematics, grades 3 and 4


3.9 Geometry and Spatial Reasoning

The student is expected to create shapes with lines of symmetry using concrete models and technology and identify lines of symmetry in shapes. 


4.9 Geometry and Spatial Reasoning

The student is expected to use reflections to verify that a shape has symmetry.

Resources
http://innovativeclassroom.com/Class_Management/Center_Focus/browsecenterfocus.asp?subject='math'&area='geometry'

Geocards

Description of Activity
The students will determine if a picture/shape is symmetrical or non-symmetrical and place it in the appropriate pail. They will also use the geoboard to complete and identify shapes. 

Extension Ideas
Go on a symmetry hunt in the classroom. 

Create their own symmetrical shape (…by folding a piece of paper in half for the line of symmetry, and drawing from that line. After they cut their shape out and unfold the paper they will have a symmetrical shape).

Supplies Needed
Construction Ideas
Geoboards, rubber bands, shapes (symmetrical and non), pails/containers, assessment sheet, and a pencil. 

We tried to make a geoboard out of Styrofoam and thumbtacks, but the rubber bands are too strong and will pull the thumbtacks out. The ideal thing would be to have a huge wooden one with nails or pegs. 

