	Teacher Talk


	Title


Playing Around With Surface Area

	Math Content


The students will be able to learn the concept of surface area.

	TEKS info


· GRADE LEVEL – 5th

· STRAND – Measurement, Underlying Processes and Mathematical Tools

· OBJECTIVE – The Students will be able to solve problems involving surface area and make generalizations.

(111.17 11A, 16A)

	Resources


Sonnabend, Thomas.  (1997).  Mathematics for Elementary 


Teachers:  An Interactive Approach, 2nd Edition.  


Saunders College Publishing:  Fort Worth.

Wal-Mart, Computer Lab, Library

	Description of Activity


The students will be able to follow the instructions and pictures posted on the tri-fold center activity to construct a prism.  They will use this object as a manipulative to be able to count the squares and find the surface area of the object assembled.

	Extension Ideas


· The students will be able to independently construct other 3-D objects.  (an example of a pattern is attached).

· Students will be able to apply three-dimensional objects in a real life situation during a field trip to Kid’s Kingdom.  They will be able to identify various types of 3-D shapes.

	Supplies Needed 

Construction Ideas


Tri-fold, Graph paper, Butcher paper, Stapler, staples, Border of some sort


Instructions typed on how to construct a prism


Examples of how to construct a prism

You want to make sure that the center is laminated for longevity.  Anything that is catching to the eye can be added to your center.  You may also use any theme you want with this subject. Objects around the house could be useful to teach surface area.  If using everyday household products, make sure you have a legend or key for the students to follow.  This legend or key will explain how the students count their object to find the surface area.




























