
Climb High With Integers

Grade Level:  5th and 6th grade

Resources used:  Sav-on, Hobby Lobby, Mathematics for     

                                   Elementary Teachers.

Timing: Would introduce the bulletin board at the same time as                         introducing the integer concept.   Would be used to                  introduce the addition and subtraction of integers.                Throughout the lesson the bulletin board could be used                by the teacher for demonstration and by the students as                 a practicing tool.

Instructions:  First the hiking man needs to be started at 0.  The student then chooses a tree that has a problem printed on the front.  The student moves the hiker by looking at the first number.  For example, if it were a 4 then they would move the hiker up the mountain 4 spaces to the 4 marker.  If it were a –4, they would move the hiker down the mountain 4 spaces to the   --4 marker.  Next they would need to look at the operations sign, addition or subtraction.  If they were to add a number they need to look to see whether it is a positive or negative number.  A positive number would make the hiker go up the mountain; a negative number would cause the hiker to go down the mountain.  Once they have solved the problem they can look on the back of the tree to see if they have the right answer.


Example:  3+(-7)= -4  (First move the man up 3 spaces from 0 then subtract, or move down, 7 spaces).

Questions:  1.  Can you come up with your own integer 

                             problem?

2. Why is it important to use positive and negative  

     numbers in our lives?

Extensions:  The board would be left up during this lesson allowing the class to practice on their own time.  As the class gets better with this concept, new problems could be added.  Also more numbers could be added on to allow for harder problems.

Construction:  For big items like our mountain, if you fold it in half and run it through the laminating machine, it will laminate the front.  You just have to carefully cut the edges of the laminating paper off.  We did find it difficult to peel the backing off the Velcro.  It got frustrating for some of us.  The words and numbers were done on the computer with word art. Made it much easier to make sure everything was the same size and was done neatly.

