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“Dive Into Integers!”
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Chapter Five:  Integers;  adding positives and negatives.
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Second grade, toward the last six weeks.
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Region XV Education Service Center, Angelo Teacher Store and Supply, Mathematics for Elementary Teachers:  An Interactive Approach, Second Edition
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A student would have been introduced to the concept of adding both positives to positives, positives to negatives, and negatives to negatives.  The student would observe three different numerals on the bulletin board, with the corresponding number of fish to represent the idea of the numeral.  The student would be asked to make three different problems for each displayed numeral, using all three additions (+/+, +/-, -/-), when applicable.  The numbers are found in a bubble bank in the lower left hand corner.  The numbers are written on the laminated bubbles in  pen, but are changeable (to suit different levels).  A worksheet is provided (with the given numerals) on which the student writes the three different solutions he or she came up with.  If needed, the bulletin board provides two sources of physical manipulation of numbers:  paper fish counters, as well as a step number line.  The student can count out numbers using the fish or step on the number line, on both positives and negatives, to develop a better understanding of how to add them together.
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This bulletin board is extremely versatile:  in the younger grades, the only operational sign is a plus sign; but for older students, a teacher could add the other signs (-, x, /) to reinforce subtracting, multiplying, and dividing positives and negatives.  Both sources of manipulatives could still be used to show all of the operations.
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*Butcher paper (light and dark green) for the background and seaweed

*Construction paper (multi-color) for letters, bubbles, fish manipulatives, number line, answer block

*Ellison dies

*Sea theme border

*Laminator

*Sea life cut outs

*Fish pad

*Velcro

*Felt

*permanent marker, scissors, stapler…

*baggies
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