	Teacher Talk


	Title


Factors Don't “Bug” Me

	Math Content


Factors

	TEKS info


· GRADE LEVEL:  Fourth Grade
· STRAND: (4.4) Number, operation, and quantitative reasoning.  The student multiplies and divides to solve meaningful problems involving whole numbers.

· OBJECTIVE :  The student is expected to:



A. model factors and products using arrays and area models;

B. represent multiplication and division situations in picture, word, and number form;

· STRAND: (4.6) Patterns, relationships, and algebraic thinking.  The student uses patterns in multiplication and division.

· OBJECTIVE :  The student is expected to:

A. use patterns and relationships to develop strategies to remember basic

 multiplication and division facts ( such as the patterns in related multiplication and division number sentences (fact 
families) such as 9 x 9 = 81 and 81 / 9 = 9); 

	Resources


· www.edhelper.com
· www.ClassBrain.com
	Description of Activity


· The students will walk up to the board and take an activity sheet out of the clear plastic folder and read the directions.  Working on one ladybug at a time, the students will place the factor pairs of the whole number indicated on each individual ladybug using the black spots scattered around the board.  The students will repeat this process until all missing spots are returned to their ladybugs.  Once all of the ladybugs have their spots, the students can check their answers using the answer key located on the ladybug under the triangle. 

· After they have checked their answers, the students are able to complete the “Mental Factoring” assessment sheet.  The students will turn the assessment sheet in for grading and it will be returned after grading.

	Extension Ideas


· The ladybugs can have interchangeable numbers.  The numbers can be larger numbers or numbers with a larger amount of factors.
	Supplies Needed 

Construction Ideas


· scissors

· construction paper

· computer

· paper plates

· red spray paint

· Velcro
· felt

· borders

· cutouts

· laminator

· stickers

· pipe cleaners
· regular paper
· foam flowers

· tape

· push pins

· paper sleeves

· Construction:  Spray paint the paper plates red.  Print white numbers on black construction paper. Cut the factor numbers into circles and the whole numbers into triangles and laminate them.  Attach the triangles to each paper plate with a paper fastener.  On the right and left side of the triangle, attach the back of Velcro stickers.  The front part of the Velcro will be attached to the number circles (these will be the spots for the ladybug)

· The background of the bulletin board is a large piece of green felt.  A border, a tree, letters, the ladybugs are stapled on top of the felt.     
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