

                            
                    “Rolling With Probability”


This bulletin board teaches the concept of basic probability.







Third Grade: (3.14)

Probability and statistics. The student solves problems by collecting, organizing, displaying, and interpreting sets of data.

The student is expected to:

(A) Collect, organize, record, and display data in pictographs and bar graphs where each picture or cell might represent more than one piece of data;

(B) Interpret information from pictographs and bar graphs; and

(C) Use data to describe events as more likely, less likely, or equally     

      




likely.
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This bulletin board is designed for students to get a basic idea of probability. The bulletin board is very simply made. The background is black butcher paper with a black and white zebra boarder with the title in big letters. In the center there is a laminated chart, like a multiplication chart, with the numbers 1-3 going horizontal and vertical. The students are to roll the two big fuzzy dice that have only the numbers 1-3. Then the students are to add up the numbers they get when they roll the dice and put the sum of the two dice in the appropriate block on the chart with a dry erase marker. This will give them a chance to see every possible outcome once they have completed the chart. There is a little pocket located at the bottom corner for the students to check their answers. The students should enjoy this activity because they’ll have a chance to play while they learn.








There are a few other activities that could be used for probability. The chart could be increased to a 1-6 chart with regular dice. They could also make spinners and keep track of their results to graph on a pie or bar graph. Another idea would be to have the students pull marbles out of a bag and figure out what the probability would be to pull a “red” marble out of the bag. There are all kinds of things that the students could do for probability.








You will need black butcher paper, a laminated chart, dry erase marker, black and white boarder, big letters for the title, two fuzzy dice with the numbers 1, 2, and 3 taped on them, black construction paper for the answer pocket, and a Ziploc for the marker and dice.





When we designed this bulletin board we had problems trying to figure out what would be best to do so that students could do a self-check. We recommend you use three numbers on the dice instead of all six because there are some many answers that could be possible on regular dice and trying to roll all of those possibilities would take a long time. We also lamented the chart so that the students could each have a turn with the bulletin board.








