	Teacher Talk


	Title


Help the Cupids

	Math Content


Problem solving

Patterns

Manipulatives
	TEKS info


· GRADE LEVEL- 4th grade 

· (4.7)  Patterns, relationships, and algebraic thinking. The student uses organizational structures to analyze and describe patterns and relationships. 

· (4.13)  Probability and statistics. The student solves problems by collecting, organizing, displaying, and interpreting sets of data. 

· The student is expected to:

· (A)  use concrete objects or pictures to make generalizations about determining all possible combinations of a given set of data or of objects in a problem situation; and

· (4.14)  Underlying processes and mathematical tools. The student applies Grade 4 mathematics to solve problems connected to everyday experiences and activities in and outside of school. 

· The student is expected to:

· (A)  identify the mathematics in everyday situations;

· (B)  solve problems that incorporate understanding the problem, making a plan, carrying out the plan, and evaluating the solution for reasonableness;

· (C)  select or develop an appropriate problem-solving plan or strategy, including drawing a picture, looking for a pattern, systematic guessing and checking, acting it out, making a table, working a simpler problem, or working backwards to solve a problem; and

· (D)  use tools such as real objects, manipulatives, and technology to solve problems.

	Resources


Mathematics for Teachers:  An Interactive Approach

for Grades K-8, 3rd edition, 

by Thomas Sonnabend.  
Microsoft Word

Internet (www.google.com)
	Description of Activity


The small cupid travels on the cloud with the medium cupid to deliver the Valentine cards to the other side. Then the small cupid has to go back to help the large cupid to get across to deliver his cards. The cloud can never travel by itself. The cloud is also not strong enough to carry the small and medium cupids at the same time. The cloud is able to carry the two small cupids together. It is also able to carry the one medium size cupid and one small cupid. The cloud can carry the large cupid and one small cupid together. The answer is behind the problem on the right side of the board so the students can check to see if they receive the correct answer. 
	Extension Ideas



The students will be using the cupids again for this activity the only difference is there will be two big cupids plus the medium size cupid and the small cupid. The students have to take this assignment home, and figure out which cupids are going on the cloud. The cloud will have the same restrictions it had in the activity we did in class. The students have to answer questions that apply to the problem and what strategies the students used to get the cupids to the other side to deliver the Valentine cards.  
	Supplies Needed 

Construction Ideas



Three cupids

Felt


Velcro


Staples


Letters


Boarder


Poster board


Little hearts


Map pencils

2 Manila folder


Tacks



























