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As a middle school resource teacher, I teach 6th, 7th, and 8th grade Math and English.  Due to the recent changes under No Child Left Behind (NCLB) my students are feeling a tremendous amount of pressure to conform to the high stakes testing being pushed by both federal and state governments, to ensure teacher accountability and measure student success with the TAKS test.  Keeping these changes in mind I have been continually challenged while attempting to  trying to prepare my students strongly in the area of mathematics, as the majority of special education students are already somewhat behind. This has been a huge undertaking for both myself as a teacher and my students, however, I feel like we are both ach
ieving some success based on the scores seen in my

classroom.


I use a signifcant amount of TAKS material to facilitate my students learning and mastery.  The majority of my students still test with the SDAA II (State Developed Alternative Assessment II), therefore I will refer to TAKS and SDAA interchangeably.  For most students the SDAA II is a grade level test, on grade level TEKS. As a result most special education students will be expected to be grade level TAKS takers. The major difference between tests is that the SDAA II is a more modified version of the TAKS evidenced by larger font, fewer problems to a page, and no field test questions. Sadly enough the SDAA II is being phased out next year (2006-2007). It is a shame that we are being forced to do away with the test and special educators are anxious to see what TEA will put in its place.


That being said, I would like to share with educators some of the resources that have helped me achieve a much higher quality of teaching the required TEKS/TAKS objectives that have benefited my students tremendously.  


First of all I use the TEA website exhaustively. http://www.tea.state.tx.us/assessment.html  Once on the website, click on the student assessment division to access a myriad of resources. The TAKS or SDAA II instruction manuals (study guides) provide clear blueprints for the objectives that are to be expected on the test along with practice and sample questions. On this site one can look at the released tests from previous years and use them for benchmark purposes. There are student, parent, and educator links available as well as on line practice testing.  A large amount of data is available to help prepare for the TAKS in all subjects.

 Our district received vertical alignment training through the ESC XV using the Kilgo Consulting Scope and Sequence material.  This is a very powerful classroom tool.  It gives a printable scope and sequence of all of the mathematic TEKS/SE and alignment objectives. These objectives are listed in sequence from the first to the sixth six weeks of the school year. Kilgo allows the teacher to see each objective strand in a chart format and it also shows which objectives are on the TAKS, SDAA II, or SAT. Furthermore it gives a comparison chart for 6th, 7th and 8th grade objectives.  By using these charts the teacher is able to look at what has been introduced and mastered in one page. These charts can be laminated and checked off as the objectives are taught and mastered. For more information on this program contact the Region XV service center at www.netxv.net . 

Our district also maintains a site license for Study Island, a wonderful internet based computer program that deals with TEKS and TAKS objectives.  It covers math, writing, and science TAKS preparation. There are many positive attributes to this user-friendly program. The teacher is able to pre test and set up lessons by objectives. There are several features such as learning games, test mode, and printable tests. This site is available on line so students that are absent may do their work from home if they have internet access. Study Island has a grading feature that allows the teacher to evaluate student progress and monitor each lesson by objective, and determine if the student requires remediation or repeated lessons. The pre and post test is available for placement purposes.  The program is available for grades 3-11 and a site license is required for a password. It can be found at www.studyisland.com .

Another available source is www.webccat.com . Here teachers are able to create tests designed for a specific class and its ability level. This is done by judging the question’s degree of difficulty and intended objective.  Teachers are able to create tests by a single objective or several objectives. It is a helpful site but a password is required. Contact the Region XV service center for more information.

Finally, another site useful in creating benchmark and practice tests is http://www.glencoe.com/sec/math/msmath/mac04/course1/index.php/tx . This is a McGraw Hill textbook site that gives on line book samples that the teacher can create and print.  On-line testing is available for students as well. This site allows the teacher to break down items by objective in order to supplement standard math text or lessons, and benchmark progress.

Lastly I would like to list a few websites that my students use in my classroom for fun and learning:

http://www.pasadenaisd.org/SailOn/TEKS_Menu.htm   This is an interactive TEKS website. It covers grades PK-high school. It covers a variety of the TEKS. The user is able to click on links to access different internet sites that engage the learner in computer based activities that concentrate on a particular objective.

http://aplusmath.com/   This is a math site that has free flashcards both printable and online. It offers free worksheets and homework help.

http://www.mathslice.com/
This site has a variety of online activities that include online testing, printable worksheets, Math Jeopardy and other fun math games.

 These are just a few of the resources available to help a struggling teacher in an effort to teach TEKS not just the TAKS objectives.  Teachers should continue to demonstrate good teaching and best practices on a daily basis. Due to the availability of so many resources I am confident that teachers and students will rise to the challenges before them.

