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	Many teachers today constantly dread the thought of the TAKS test. As a new, upcoming teacher I feel that it is my responsibility to find fun ways to teach the TAKS reading objectives to my students. Many schools today can become too wrapped up in constantly providing worksheet packets to students which can become very repetitive and uninteresting to students. In order to successfully teach students reading, I must understand the objectives of the TAKS reading portion for 6th grade. The website, http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/resources/guides/study/G6ReadingE-SG.pdf, provides an overview of what each of the four objectives requires a student to know. 
The first objective requires students to know how to:
· Demonstrate a basic understanding of culturally diverse written texts
When saying a “basic understanding” it means the students is able to recognize words and their meaning when reading, learn the meanings of new words when they come across one, learn parts of words and how they are used to help with meaning, find the main idea of a story, paragraph, or article, find the supporting details in a paragraph, article, or story, and paraphrase and summarize what they have read. 
The second objective requires students to know how to: 
· To apply knowledge to literary elements to understand culturally diverse written texts
Literary elements are the basic parts of that an author uses to create a story. These parts include the characters, the setting (time and place of the story), the plot (events of the story), and the conflict (the main problem).  
The third objective requires students to know how to: 
· Use a variety of strategies to analyze culturally diverse written texts
Reading strategies are used to help readers think about what they are reading by providing a structure, or framework, for looking at texts in a different way. Some reading strategies include being able to:
· locate and recall information using organizational clues such as cause and effect and sequential order
·  recognize similarities and differences across the text
· use outlines, timelines, and graphic organizers
· identify the purposes of the text
· examine the ways of an authors’ point of view, or perspective, affects his or her reading
Object four of the 6th grade reading TAKS is the student will apply critical-thinking skills to analyze culturally diverse written texts. Critical-thinking skills help readers use the information they are reading in order to develop an understanding that goes beyond the line of the texts. Below I have listed a few critical-thinking skills that students should do. 
· understand when deeper meanings are suggested rather than directly stated in a selection 
· form conclusions based on information within a selection
· make reasonable predictions on what may happen next
· support conclusions, generalizations, and interpretations with ideas and sentences from the selection
· make connections between the theme and issues of a selection
· recognize how an author choose to organize information
· assess the ways that style, tone, and mood affect a text
Reading Websites:
There are many websites today that can be used as a resource tool to help teachers teach the 6th grade reading objectives to their students. Below I have listed some websites that I find may be really beneficial to you and your students. 
TEA Website
This website can be very beneficial for many reasons. To understand the objectives, find study guides, to stay up to date on TAKS issues, and to find previous years tests, teachers can use this website. 
www.tea.state.tx.us
Teacher Vision
This website provides a variety of lesson plans, printables, activities, and worksheets on 6th grade reading comprehension 
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/reading-comprehension/skill-builder/55661.html
Time 4 Learning
This website is mainly just for the teacher or even the parents. This website provides information on the objectives for 6th grade reading and also provides information on the reading strategies. 
http://www.time4learning.com/reading/6th-grade-reading-strategy.shtml
Teacher Desk
This website provides a variety of different reading lessons and activities to do in the classroom. 
http://www.teachersdesk.org/lessons.html
Read Write Think
This website lets students summarize, compare and contrast, and visualize events. This website will be fun for students because the tools are visual and interactive.
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/
4 Teachers
This website has a collection of lesson plans and units for 6th grade reading. This website also allows you to look at your state’s academic standards. 
http://trackstar.4teachers.org/trackstar/ts/themes/el5-8/index_el5.html
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