Reflection Paper Guidelines
Community Service and Cultural Enrichment Activities
Objective:  A reflection essay serves as a self-assessment measurement as well as a program assessment tool.  It allows a person to look back at an experience or an event in a thoughtful manner and reflect on the meaning and impact of the experience.  It should convey not just the details of the event but also the writer’s perceptions and feelings. The best reflection essays will successfully relay the writer’s own observations, attitudes, and values. They combine the immediacy of a journal entry with the analysis of a critical paper.  The goal for Honors Program Reflection Papers is to convince your reader that you have seriously thought about the service or enrichment activity you participated in and that you understand the significance of required service and cultural enrichment requirements and the opportunities they afford you.
Requirements for Fall 2011 Reflection Papers:
· ALL COMMUNITY SERVICE AND CULTURAL ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES MUST BE DONE IN SAN ANGELO AND THROUGH THE HONORS STUDENT ASSOCIATION OR THE HONORS PROGRAM.

· Papers must be submitted within 2 weeks (14 days) of the service or enrichment activity to receive credit.

· Papers should follow the guidelines listed below:
· Present a minimum of 750 words, typed, double spaced and grammatically correct.
· Note the date the event occurred, the name of the service project if applicable, the group that benefitted from the service, and the amount of time that was put into the service.  For cultural enrichment activities, note the date, title, time, venue, and duration of the event.
· Provide a brief description of the event or service activity, why you chose this particular event, and the specific tasks for which you and others you worked with were responsible.  For cultural enrichment activities, describe why you chose this event, how the event was organized, and any special elements that particularly intrigued or annoyed you. 
· Reflect on the significance of the activity to the group or individuals impacted by your service and the personal impact that the service or cultural event had on you.  Did it confirm or alter your attitudes and perceptions?  What did you gain from the experience, and how might this help you in the future?  If you don’t think you gained from the experience, why do you feel this way and how much responsibility do you bear for the failure of the experience?

· Papers should be printed out and submitted to Mrs. Elrod’s box in the Honors Lounge.
· Papers which are not sufficiently reflective or fail to conform to the above guidelines will be returned for correction.  
· Students will be given one week from the time the paper is returned to make revisions, and the date by which revised papers must be returned will be clearly marked on the top right corner of the paper.  
· No credit will be given until Dr. Eoff has approved your final reflection paper.
· It is vital that you check your mailbox in the Honors Lounge as it is your responsibility to follow up on any corrections and to meet the required deadlines.  
