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Angelo State University

Staff Senate
Special Called Meeting Minutes
Library Conference Room
Thursday, August 10, 2006, 4:00 pm
I.
Call to Order and Establishment of Quorum.
The meeting was called to order and quorum established at 4:00 pm by Dr. Maurice Fortin, Chair.

Senators present were:  Dr. Maurice Fortin, Mr. Bradley Petty, Ms. Nancy Budewig, Mr. Keith Hoelscher, Ms. Mary Eades, Ms. Mary Anne Lowe, Ms. Dallas Swafford, Mr. Ardie Harmon and Mr. Stephen Euell..

Senator absent:  Ms. Martha Cox, Ms. Sam Hinojosa, Ms. Joyce Gammons, and Ms. Flor Madero.
Guest present:  Mr. John Russell

II. Angelo State University Staff Education Assistance Program.
Dr. Fortin stated that according to the Staff Senate bylaws, only business specified in the call of the special meeting may be conducted.  The meeting was called to discuss/approve the attached Policy for Education Assistance and Fee Reimbursement for Regular Non-Faculty Staff Employees.  Dr. Fortin stated that he and Mr. Bradley Petty met with the President’s Cabinet regarding this policy on August 1.  The policy is for staff only, per the verbiage “non faculty”.  The final document does not contain the grievance policy provision, but instead the policy applies to any course as long as it is part of an ASU degree plan.  The enrollment reimbursement approval form is for permission to participate in the program and for possible flex time.  The form must flow through the Financial Aid Office for determination of income for tax purposes.  Following approval of the Staff Senate, the policy would be forwarded to Mr. Joe Muñoz, Assistant to the President, who will forward it to Dr. Fernando Gomez, Vice Chancellor and General Counsel, Texas State University System for review.  The documents will also be reviewed at the August 22 meeting of the Administrative Council and will become an action item in their September meeting.  Dr. Fortin stated that since this is a reimbursement policy, we will hopefully be able to put this into effect for the fall 2006.  

After some discussion, Ms. Mary Anne Lowe made a motion to accept the policy presented.  Mr. Stephen Euell seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 
III.
Announcements.
Dr. Fortin made the following announcements:

● The Smoking Policy resolution forwarded to the President’s Office has been tabled.  The President’s Cabinet felt there was an official smoking policy in place and that there was an enforcement issue; in other words, who would enforce the no smoking within 25 foot of any building policy.


Dr. Fortin recognized Mr. John Russell, Director, Facilities Planning and Structure.  Mr. Russell stated that he had been told there was a federal building regulation that stated no smoking within 25 foot of any public building.  Upon further research, the 25 foot policy was merely a recommendation to adopt, not actually a regulation.


Ms. Mary Anne Lowe stated she would still like to see a 25 foot no smoking policy and that perhaps the Staff Senate could add “enforcement” language; i.e. complaints could be lodged with the building managers on campus.  She really felt that if there was signage regarding the 25 foot no smoking limitation, that smokers would comply.  Dr. Fortin encouraged the Senators to revisit the resolution in the new academic year.

● The next meeting of the Staff Senate will be Monday, September 18 at 3 pm in the Library Conference Room.  Dr. Hindman will be present and will entertain any questions from the Staff Senate.  Dr. Fortin will solicit questions from Senators prior to the meeting so that Dr. Hindman will have time to prepare.  Business for the September meeting will be the election of officers and then Dr. Fortin will hand the gavel to Mr. Bradley Petty, Chair for the 2006-2007 academic year.  All outgoing Senators were asked to attend and to bring their notebooks so that the incoming Senators would have record of business transacted in the 2005-2006 academic year.
● Mr. John Russell announced that a display of and video concerning the newly proposed signage will be available in the University Center Gallery beginning August 25 following the convocation.  This is your chance to make comments regarding the proposed signage.
IV.
Adjournment.
Ms. Dallas Swafford moved to adjourn.  Mr. Mary Eades seconded.  Motion passed. Meeting was adjourned at 4:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Budewig, Staff Senate Secretary/Treasurer
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