National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) Results 2005
Executive Summary

The following tables provide comparison data from the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE), which was administered by mail to a random sample of first-year and senior students in spring 2005.  ASU responses were compared to six Texas peer institutions (Tarleton State, A&M-Texarkana, A&M at Galveston, UT at Brownsville, UT at Tyler, and UT of the Permian Basin), Master’s 1 Carnegie Classification, and all NSSE responses.  
Overall, ASU had a 34% response rate, which is comparable to the rates for Peers (30%), Master’s (35%), and Public Institutions (33%), and a bit lower than all NSSE (37%).   One hundred seventy-two ASU students, 83 first-years and 89 seniors, completed the survey.  Of ASU respondents, 70% were female, 62% were White-non-Hispanic, 21% were Hispanic, 4% were African-American, 88% were enrolled full time, and 28% lived on campus.  

Data still suggest a trend from higher expectations for first-years to lower expectations by the time they become seniors.  For example, on the first item listed, Made a class presentation, ASU freshmen were no different than all other groups, but seniors were significantly lower than all groups.  In the II. Emphasis on Mental Activities section, ASU freshmen were the same as the other groups on all 5 items, but seniors tended to be different in negative ways: seniors memorized more but analyzed, synthesized, judged arguments, and applied theories less.

The survey consists of 85 items, to which there are responses at two levels—first-year (FY) and senior (Sr).  At least one level of ASU respondents was significantly higher than comparison groups on 10 items that should have a positive impact on education, including challenge of exams, attended an art exhibit, and performed community service.  This is a slight increase from prior years.  At least one level of ASU respondents was significantly higher on 3 items that may have a negative impact, including commuting to school and working for pay off campus.  This is a slight decrease from prior years.  ASU was significantly lower on about 45 items, all of which may have a negative impact.  Items include number of papers written, writing clearly and effectively, and time spent preparing for class.  This is double the number of items from 2002 and half again as many from 2004.  Of these items, ASU was significantly lower than the Peers on about half of them in 2005.  

Two items in Table 4 are particularly interesting because they show improvement in key areas. The first is Section I. Came to class without completing readings or assignments.  In 2002 and 2003, ASU first-years were significantly higher than the Master’s group.  Since 2004, there has been no significant difference.  The second item is Section VIII. Providing the support you need to help you succeed academically.  Until 2005, ASU first-years were significantly below Master’s respondents.  For both items, scores for the Master’s groups improved slightly, but ASU scores improved to a greater extent, causing the difference to become non-significant.
Another way to look at the 2005 results is by comparing first-years to seniors on the 77 main items (Section X was excluded).  To simplify the description in this paragraph only, higher equates to better/positive and lower equates to worse/negative.  First, ASU first-years had more means that were significantly higher than or similar to the Peers and Master’s groups than ASU seniors did.  First-years had about one-third as many means that were significantly lower than Peers and Master’s.  Second, when first-year and senior means were compared only to each other, ASU first-years were higher on 37 items, which is about half the items.  ASU seniors were higher on 39 means.  The groups were the same on 1 item.  The same pattern was not true for the Peer and Master’s groups.  Seniors’ means were lower than first-years at about half ASU’s rate (18, Peers; 22, Master’s).  Although not statistically significant, the ASU first-year to senior differences suggest a trend in which first-years and seniors are either treated differently from each other or their expectations are different.         

Table Construction

Responses in all four tables were given with the current school year in mind.  Some data and information are highlighted in the tables.  Information in red denotes statistically significant differences where ASU’s means are lower.  Information in blue denotes that ASU’s means are higher.  Asterisks denote significance.  
Tables 1 and 2 present only items that show significant differences at one or both levels (FY, Sr).  Table 3 presents the significant items grouped by whether they are lower or higher than other means.  Table 4 presents items for which neither FY nor Sr show significant differences.  In all tables, items are listed in the same order to the greatest extent possible.  Section numbers are included to help facilitate location of items between tables.  Several item sections are N/A because no items within the section showed significant differences.    

 Table 1: NSSE 2005 Item Responses includes 9 sections for which scale anchors are provided.  The sections ask about time spent on certain activities such as studying, frequency of various behaviors such as asking questions, respondents’ opinions regarding the effect of various activities on their education, and satisfaction with the education they received at ASU.  Table 2: Enriching Educational Experiences, which is Section X., uses a yes/no format to report participation in various activities or the likelihood of it at some point.    
Table 3: Items with Significant Differences includes two sections: items with significantly lower ASU means and items with significantly higher ASU means.  To be included, ASU means must significantly differ from either Peers or Master’s at a minimum.  Class level is listed, but no means are provided as they can be found in Table 1 or 2.  It should be noted that although it is usually the case, means that are lower are not necessarily worse (e.g., commute time), and those that are higher are not necessarily better (e.g., memorizing facts).  Table 4: Non-significant Items lists items for which there were no significant differences or for which ASU differed only from all NSSE respondents.  ASU’s means are provided.
Table 1: NSSE 2005 Item Responses

Item
Class
ASU
Peer  
Master’s
NSSE



Mean
Mean
Mean
Mean


 I: Academic, Intellectual, Social Experiences (1=never, 2=sometimes, 3=often, 4=very often)




 

Made a class presentation  
FY
2.37
2.11*
2.30
2.28


Sr
2.61
2.84*
2.93***
2.88**
Prepared 2+ drafts of a paper/assignment before turning it in 
FY
3.00
2.80
2.69**
2.65**


Sr
2.44
2.70*
2.55
2.51
 
Worked on a paper/project that required integrating ideas from
FY
3.06
3.06
3.08
3.08

various sources 
Sr
2.91
3.34***
3.36***
3.37***

Included diverse perspectives in class discussions or writing
FY
2.50
2.69
2.76*
2.77*

assignments 
Sr
2.51
2.75*
2.83***
2.83***


Worked with other students on projects during class 
FY
2.60
2.25**
2.42
2.40*


Sr
2.47
2.51
2.58
2.52

Worked with other students on projects outside of class to
FY
2.22
2.32
2.39
2.43*

prepare class assignments 
Sr
2.48
2.76**
2.76***
2.77***
Put together ideas or concepts from different courses when
FY
2.45
2.47
2.54
2.57


completing assignments or during class discussions
Sr
2.53
2.89***
2.91***
2.93***
Used an electronic medium to discuss or complete an
FY
2.46
2.44
2.57
2.61


assignment
Sr
2.53
2.90**
2.81*
2.82*

Used email to communicate with instructor 
FY
2.91
2.69*
3.01
3.06


Sr
2.67
3.16***
3.26***
3.32***

Discussed grades/assignments w/ instructor
FY
2.66
2.62
2.62
2.62


Sr
2.66
2.88*
2.86*
2.87*
Discussed ideas from reading or classes w/faculty outside of
FY
1.76
1.82
1.82
1.86

class
Sr
1.93
2.10
2.13*
2.16*
Worked harder than you thought you could to meet instructor’s
FY
2.61
2.72
2.64
2.63

standards or expectations 
Sr
2.56
2.78*
2.78*
2.76*


Worked with faculty on activities other than coursework
FY
1.55
1.58
1.62
1.63

(committees, student life activities, organizations, etc.)
Sr
1.62
1.70
1.90**
1.93**

Discussed ideas from readings/classes with students, family,
FY
2.55
2.62
2.69
2.73

coworkers, etc.
Sr
2.68
2.85
2.86*
2.88*


Item
Class
ASU
Peer
Master’s
NSSE




Mean
Mean
Mean
Mean

II. Emphasis on Mental Activities (1=very little, 2=some, 3=quite a bit, 4=very much)






Memorizing facts, ideas, or methods to repeat them in pretty
FY
2.89
2.89
2.90
2.85

much the same form 
Sr
2.99
2.84
2.75**
2.70**

Analyzing basic elements of an idea, theory such as examining
FY
3.01
2.93
3.04
3.09

a case in depth and considering its components 
Sr
2.95
3.14*
3.22**
3.24***


Synthesizing/organizing ideas, information, or experiences into 
FY
2.71
2.65
2.81
2.87

new, more complex interpretations and relationships
Sr
2.78
2.95
3.03*
3.06**

Judging the value of arguments/methods (examining how others
FY
2.79
2.79
2.82
2.84

gathered and interpreted data and assessing their conclusions) 
Sr
2.65
2.96**
2.97**
2.99**

Applying theories or concepts to practical problems or in
FY
2.86
2.84
2.96
2.99


new situations 
Sr
2.94
3.08
3.20*
3.19*
III. Amount of Reading/Writing  (1 = 0,  2 = fewer than 5, 3 = 5 to 10, 4 = 11 to 20, 5 = more than 20)





Number of assigned textbooks, books, or book-length packs of
FY
3.00
2.90
3.23*
3.31**



course readings 
Sr
2.71
2.99*
3.14***
3.22***


Number of written papers/reports 20 or more pages  
FY
1.29
1.23
1.25
1.25


Sr
1.33
1.52**
1.65***
1.68***

Number of written papers/reports between 5 and 19 pages 
 FY
2.04
2.13
2.36**
2.40***


Sr
1.94
2.38***
2.64***
2.68***

Number of written papers/reports of fewer than 5 pages  
FY
2.66
2.70
3.20***
3.21***

Sr
2.57
2.77
3.12***
3.13***
IV. Challenge of Examinations (1 = mostly multiple choice and short answer to 7 = mostly essay or open-ended questions)




The extent to which exams challenged you to do your best
FY
5.68
5.44
5.40*
5.46


Sr
5.52

5.67

5.46
5.44

V. Problems Sets (1 = none, 2 = 1-2 sets, 3 = 3-4, 4 = 5-6, 5 = more than 6)






Number of problem sets that take you more than an hour to
FY
2.61
2.62
2.54
2.56


complete
Sr
2.35
2.66*
2.53
2.51

Number of problem sets that take you less than an hour to
FY
2.48
2.67
2.75*
2.70

complete
Sr
2.59
2.28*
2.40
2.33


Item
Class
ASU
Peer
Master’s
NSSE




Mean
Mean
Mean
Mean

VI. ASU Contribution to Educ. & Personal Growth (1=very little, 2=some, 3=quite a bit, 4=very much)




Writing clearly and effectively 
FY
2.96
2.89
3.00
3.00


Sr
2.91
3.09
3.12*
3.14*


Speaking clearly and effectively
FY
2.76
2.72
2.81
2.78


Sr
2.86
3.00
3.05*
3.03


Analyzing quantitative problems
FY
2.83
2.85
2.81
2.84


Sr
2.71
3.05**
3.01**
3.02**

Voting in local, state, or national elections 
FY
2.26
2.46
2.45
2.49




Sr
1.99
2.33**
2.29**
2.31**


Understanding yourself 
FY
2.69
2.65
2.76
2.77



Sr
2.59
2.69
2.85*
2.88**

Understanding people of other racial/ethnic backgrounds 
FY
2.35
2.40 
2.58*
2.59*


Sr
2.22
2.50**
2.61***
2.60***

Solving complex real-world problems
FY
2.62
2.54
2.56
2.58




Sr
2.43
2.69*
2.73**
2.72**


Developing a personal code of values and ethics
FY
2.53
2.49
2.62
2.64




Sr
2.51
2.59
2.73*
2.74*


Contributing to the welfare of your community
FY
2.05
2.26
2.41***
2.43***


Sr
2.14
2.29
2.49***
2.50***
Developing a deepened sense of spirituality
FY
2.00
1.98
2.19
2.15




Sr
1.78
1.81
2.09**
2.04*
VII. Time Usage (1= 0 hrs/wk, 2= 1-5, 3= 6-10, 4= 11-15, 5= 16-20, 6= 21-25, 7= 26-30, 8= 31+)






Preparing for class (studying, reading, writing, rehearsing, etc.)
FY
3.46
3.64
3.85*
4.05**



Sr
3.70
3.85
3.94
4.09*


Working for pay on campus 
FY
1.29
1.39
1.60*
1.66*


Sr
1.92
1.65
1.80
1.90


Working for pay off campus 
FY
3.26
2.85
2.52*
2.27**



Sr 
4.12
4.41
3.85
3.50

Item
Class
ASU
Peer
Master’s
NSSE




Mean

Mean


Mean
Mean


Time Usage cont. (1= 0 hrs/wk, 2= 1-5, 3= 6-10, 4= 11-15, 5= 16-20, 6= 21-25, 7= 26-30, 8= 31+)






Participating in co-curricular activities (organizations, student
FY
2.36
2.06
2.17
2.31



government, fraternities/sororities, intramural sports, etc.)
Sr
1.69
1.57
2.04**
2.19***


Commuting to class 
FY
2.47
2.27
2.18*
2.14*


Sr
2.19
2.57***
2.40*
2.31
VIII. ASU Emphasis on (1=very little, 2=some, 3=quite a bit, 4=very much)

 







Encouraging contact among students from different economic,
FY
2.21
2.45*
2.58***
2.60***


social, and racial or ethnic backgrounds 
Sr
2.20
2.33
2.42*
2.43*

Helping you cope with your non-academic responsibilities (work,
FY
1.78
2.07*
2.16***
2.17***  

family, etc.) 
Sr
1.81
1.88
1.96
1.97


Providing the support you need to thrive socially 
FY
2.09
2.36*
2.37**
2.38**



Sr
1.91
2.06
2.17**
2.17**
IX. Additional Collegiate Experiences (1=never, 2=sometimes, 3=often, 4=very often)






Attended an art exhibit, gallery, play, dance, or other theatre
FY
2.13
1.89*
2.15
2.17


performance
Sr
1.71
1.78
2.03**
2.08***

Exercised or participated in physical fitness activities
FY
3.01
2.75*
2.76*
2.84



Sr
2.64
2.43
2.65
2.74


Participated in activities to enhance your spirituality
FY
2.46
2.19
2.16*
2.16*


(worship, meditation, prayer, etc.)
Sr
2.34
2.36
2.26
2.23

Examined the strengths and weaknesses of your own
FY
2.53
2.50
2.56
2.61


views on a topic or issue
Sr
2.47
2.61
2.70*
2.73**


Tried to better understand someone else’s views by imagining
FY
2.60
2.70
2.73
2.77


how an issue looks from his or her perspective
Sr
2.63
2.70
2.84*
2.86*

Table 2: Enriching Educational Experiences 2005


ASU
  

Peer



Master’s 1


NSSE

X. Before graduation, have you done/do you plan to do

%Yes
%No
%Yes 
%No
%Yes 
%No
%Yes 
%No
Community service or volunteer work


FY mean no different
FY
80
6
80
7
80
7
80
6

Sr mean significantly higher than Peers
Sr
80
12
70
19
75
16
76
16
Participate in learning community or other program


FY mean significantly lower than Peers and Master’s
FY
41
24
41
28
38
26
36
27

Sr mean no different
Sr
29
56
29
50
35
50
34
53
Foreign language coursework


FY mean significantly lower than Master’s and All  
FY
57
26
43
32
53
28
57
25

Sr mean significantly higher than Peers and lower than NSSE  
Sr
46
47
32
54
49
43
53
40
Study abroad


FY mean significantly lower than Peers, Master’s, and NSSE  
FY
23
46
32
37
40
29
45
26

Sr mean significantly lower than NSSE  
Sr
11
80
14
67
21
67
25
64
Culminating senior experience


FY mean no different
FY
45
15
42
14
47
12
52
10

Sr mean significantly lower than Master’s and NSSE
Sr
59
34
49
31
63
26
65
25
NOTE: Undecided makes yes/no add to 100%
Table 3: Items with Significant Differences
Sec.
Items with Lower ASU Means
Level



I.
Made a class presentation  
Sr




I.
Prepared 2+ drafts of a paper/assignment before turning it in 
Sr


 


I.
Worked on a paper/project that required integrating ideas from various sources 
Sr



I.
Included diverse perspectives in class discussions or writing assignments 
FY  Sr




I.
Worked with other students on projects outside of class to prepare class assignments
 Sr



I.
Put together ideas or concepts from different courses when completing assignments or during class discussions 
Sr


I.
Used an electronic medium to discuss or complete an assignment 
Sr



I.
Used email to communicate with instructor
 Sr


I.
Discussed grades/assignments w/ instructor 
Sr


I.
Discussed ideas from reading or classes w/faculty outside of class 
Sr


I.
Worked harder than you thought you could to meet instructor’s standards or expectations 
Sr



I.
Worked with faculty on activities other than coursework (committees, student life activities, organizations, etc.) 

Sr



I.
Discussed ideas from readings/classes with students, family, coworkers, etc.

 Sr


II.
Analyzing basic elements of an idea, theory such as examining a case in depth and considering its components
Sr



II.
Synthesizing/organizing ideas, information, or experiences into new, more complex interpretations and relationships 
Sr



II.
Judging the value of arguments/methods (examining how others gathered & interpreted data and assessing their conclusions)
Sr



II.
Applying theories or concepts to practical problems or in new situations 
Sr




III.
Number of assigned textbooks, books, or book-length packs of course readings
FY Sr





III.
Number of written papers/reports 20 or more pages  
Sr



III.
Number of written papers/reports between 5 and 19 pages 
 FY Sr





III.
Number of written papers/reports of fewer than 5 pages  
FY Sr





V.
Number of problem sets that take you more than an hour to complete
Sr

V.
Number of problem sets that take you less than an hour to complete

FY
Sec.
Items with Lower ASU Means cont.

Level



VI.
Writing clearly and effectively 
Sr


VI.
Speaking clearly and effectively
Sr




VI.
Analyzing quantitative problems
Sr



VI.
Voting in local, state, or national elections 
Sr


VI.
Understanding yourself 
Sr



VI.
Understanding people of other racial/ethnic backgrounds 
FY  Sr




VI.
Solving complex real-world problems
Sr

VI.
Developing a personal code of values and ethics
Sr




VI.
Contributing to the welfare of your community
FY  Sr




VI.
Developing a deepened sense of spirituality
Sr


VII.
Preparing for class (studying, reading, writing, rehearsing, etc.)
FY





VII.
Working for pay on campus 

FY

VII.
Participating in co-curricular activities (organizations, student government, fraternities/sororities, intramural sports, etc.)
Sr



VII.
Commuting to class 
Sr


VIII.
Encouraging contact among students from different economic, social, and racial or ethnic backgrounds
FY Sr


VIII.
Helping you cope with your non-academic responsibilities (work, family, etc.)
FY
 


VIII.
Providing the support you need to thrive socially 
FY Sr



IX.
Attended an art exhibit, gallery, play, dance, or other theatre performance
Sr


IX.
Examined the strengths and weaknesses of your own views on a topic or issue
Sr


IX.
Tried to better understand someone else’s views by imagining how an issue looks from his or her perspective

Sr

X.
Planning to do/have participated in learning community or other program

FY


X.
Planning to do/have done foreign language coursework

FY


X.
Planning to do/have done study abroad

FY


X.
Planning to do/have done culminating senior experience
Sr
Sec.
Items with Higher ASU Means
Level



I.
Made a class presentation
FY


I.
Prepared 2+ drafts of a paper/assignment before turning it in 
FY


I.
Worked with other students on projects during class
FY


I.
Used email to communicate with instructor
 FY


II.
Memorizing facts, ideas, or methods to repeat them in pretty much the same form
Sr

IV.
The extent to which exams challenged you to do your best
FY

V.
Number of problem sets that take you less than an hour to complete
Sr

VII.
Working for pay off campus
FY

VII.
Commuting to class
FY


IX.
Attended an art exhibit, gallery, play, dance, or other theatre performance
FY


IX.
Exercised or participated in physical fitness activities
FY

IX.
Participated in activities to enhance your spirituality (worship, meditation, prayer, etc.)
FY 


X.
Planning to do/have done community service or volunteer work
Sr


X.
Planning to do/have done foreign language coursework
Sr

Table 4: 2005 Non-Significant Items  
Sec.
Item (4 pt. scale)
Mean:     FY
Sr


I.
Asked questions, contributed to class discussions 

2.70
2.99



I.
Came to class without completing readings or assignments

2.10
2.00

I.
Tutored or taught other students (paid or voluntary)

1.71
1.99

I.
Participated in a community-based project as a part of a regular course

1.51
1.68





I.
Talked about career plans with a faculty member or advisor

2.33
2.34

I.
Received prompt feedback from faculty on academic performance (written/oral)
2.74
2.87

I.
Had serious conversations with students of a different race/ethnicity than

2.48
2.56



your own 





I.
Had serious conversations w/ students who differ from you in religious

2.55
2.52





beliefs, political opinions, or personal values 

VI.
Acquiring a broad general education 
3.21
3.31





VI.
Acquiring job or work-related knowledge and skills
2.73
3.06




VI.
Thinking critically and analytically 
3.09
3.20




VI.
Using computing and information technology 
3.15
3.37



VI.
Working effectively with others
2.85
3.05



VI.
Learning effectively on your own
2.86

2.91


VIII.
Spending significant amounts of time studying and on academic work
3.03
3.05






VIII.
Providing the support you need to help you succeed academically 
2.94
2.88


VIII.
Attending campus events and activities 
2.72
2.51
  


VIII.
Using computers in academic work       
3.44
3.55

IX.
Learned something that changed the way you understand an issue or concept
2.71
2.73
N/A
Overall quality of academic advising

3.09
2.97
Item (5 pt. scale)
Mean:     FY
Sr
 

III.

Number of books read on your own (not assigned) for personal enjoyment 
2.01
2.16 








or academic enrichment 


          (8 pt. scale)







VII.
Relaxing/socializing (watching TV, partying, exercising, etc.) 
3.70
3.35





VII.
Providing care for dependents living with you (parents, children, spouse, etc.)
1.74
3.03



          (%yes / %no)










X. 
Before graduation, have you done/do you plan to do the following:
Practicum, internship, field experience, clinical, etc.

% yes
77
72





% no
5
16
Work on an outside research project with faculty 

% yes
33
28




% no
37
50


Independent study or self-designed major

% yes
10
22



% no
54
70

          (7 pt. scale)



  

N/A
Relationships with other students
5.51
5.81




N/A
Relationships with faculty members 
5.40
5.62


N/A
Relationships with administrative personnel and offices

4.99
4.97


 (4 pt. scale)






N/A
If you could start over again, would you go to the same institution you are now
3.26
3.17





attending? 


N/A
How would you evaluate your entire educational experience at the institution?

3.22

3.27
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