BIOLOGY 1409
MAN AND THE ENVIRONMENT
Instructor Contact Information
Ms. Kaitlynn LeBrasseur Office:
Zoom Link:

Summer II 2021

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4416253682?pwd=Tis5NjZyUnJQNng1QlpnSEFONkhoUT09

Email: kaitlynn.lebrasseur@angelo.edu OR klebrasseur@angelo.edu (they go to the same inbox)
Office Hours:
By Appointment
About This Course
Human beings are one of millions of species of living organisms that call Earth home. Just as
every other organism interacts with their environment, humans do as well. You, as a human
being, rely on a diversity of natural resources: the food we eat, the clothes we wear, and the
materials with which we build houses, cars, and electronics all come from the Earth. As the
number of people on the planet grows, more resources are needed to meet just our basic needs
and most Americans’ desires are not very basic. Most of us want a car, a cell phone, and a
comfortable place to live in an area that is not too crowded plus lots of good cheap food and
clean water. All of these items draw from Earth's limited resources. Furthermore, providing these
amenities affects both the natural environment and the environment we have created as human
beings. Understanding our environment, and how we interact with it is the topic for this
semester. The content of Biology 1411 includes generalizations and specifics of environmental
biology. You are expected to understand and remember the facts presented and to demonstrate an
ability to work with those facts. This information will be presented through a series of lecture
videos, lecture PowerPoints, and online assignments.
Each week you can expect: One PowerPoint presentation, three or more lecture videos, three
brief quizzes, one written assignment, one review, and one exam. All assignments will be posted
on Monday and will be due the following Monday.
Student Learning Outcomes (SLO)
The objective of the study of a natural sciences component of a core curriculum is to
focus on describing, explaining, and predicting natural phenomena using the scientific
method. Courses involve the understanding of interactions among natural phenomena and
the implications of scientific principles on the physical world and on human experiences.
The SLO’s for this course and the associated activities include: Critical
Thinking
(CT1) Students will gather, analyze, interpret and evaluate data.
Students will conduct experiments in the lab, gather data and then analyze
their results.
Communication
(CS1) Students will communicate information via written means on lab activities and
projects.

Students will conduct lab experiments and communicate their
findings in writing to each other and their instructor
Empirical & Quantitative Skills
(EQS1) Students will collect and analyze quantitative data.
They will analyze their data and generate conclusions.
(EQS2) Students will make observations to test a hypothesis and generate
conclusions based on their observations.
Students will make directed observations, gather data and then
analyze their results
Teamwork
(TW2) Students will work together on applied learning activities and
collaborate with one another to support course goals.
Students will conduct experiments in the lab in groups, gather data
and then analyze their shared results.
Course Materials Required:
Textbook
Environment: The Science Behind the Stories, authors Withgott and Laposata, 6th
Ed. (ISBN 978-0-13-420488-8)
Internet Access and E-mail
Some assignments and course materials will be available on the Blackboard web site:
http://blackboard.angelo.edu/.
You are expected to check your e-mail regularly. Your “username@angelo.edu” address
will be used for class correspondence unless you enter a substitute address on Blackboard.
Attendance
You are expected to attend all lecture and lab periods. The single most important thing
you can do to get a good grade in this course is to show up. I will take attendance
regularly. You will get a zero on the assignment if you are not present. Quizzes and other
in-class activities may not be made up. The only exceptions that are made require prior
permission.
Religious Holy Days:
A student who intends to observe a religious holy day during the semester should make
that intention known in writing to the instructor during the first week of the semester and
one week prior to the absence. If this submission is completed, a student who is absent
from classes for the observance of a religious holy day shall be allowed to take make up
missed exams or assignments scheduled for that day in accordance with syllabus policy.
Exams
There will be four exams given during the semester, as well as a comprehensive final
exam. Each examination will include information presented in class and out of your
textbook. Each test will be comprehensive - that is it will include material presented at

any time during the course. This is unavoidable because early topics of discussion are
built upon and expanded as the course progresses.
Exams will be mostly multiple-choice but may include a few short answer questions.
Exams will cover material covered up through the last class day before the exam.
The final exam will be approximately twice the length and number of points as the
previous exams.
Missing an exam is a very serious matter. If you have a documented legitimate excuse,
such as severe personal illness, a death in your family, or a university-sponsored event,
you must notify me before the exam or very promptly afterward. I will work with you if
you act responsibly. If you miss an exam for any other reason or do not notify me
promptly then I will use the score you get on the final exam to replace ONE missing
exam grade. You will receive a zero if you miss more than one exam.
As a reward to those of you who put in the necessary work, the final exam is optional if
you have an “A” average in all of your work at the end of the semester.
Laboratory
Lab attendance is mandatory…if you are enrolled in lab. If you are not enrolled in the lab,
disregard this section. Any lab you miss due to an unexcused absence cannot be made up,
and for that lab you will receive a zero. If you are unsure about the validity of your
excuse, please visit with your scheduled lab instructor.
Final Grade Calculation
Your grade in this course will be determined by adding together all of the points you earn
on your tests, quizzes and any other assignments and then dividing this number by the
total number of points possible. “Extra credit or bonus” assignments will be added in to
the total you earned without adding them into the number of possible points. This will be
your lecture average.
Your semester grade will be determined using the scale:
90 – 100% = A
80 – 89% = B
70 – 79% = C
60 – 69% = D <60%
=F
Rounding off of averages or the use of a curve may occur at the instructor’s discretion.
An example of how to calculate your average is posted on the course web site.
Academic Honor Code:
Angelo State University expects its students to maintain complete honesty and integrity in
their academic pursuits. Students are responsible for understanding the Academic Honor
Code, which is contained in both print and web versions of the Student Handbook.
Accommodations
Angelo State University cannot require a student to disclose that they have a disability.

Persons with disabilities which may warrant academic accommodations must contact the
Student Life Office, Room 112 University Center, in order to request and to implement
academic accommodations. ASU Faculty have been instructed by the University that “in
order to maintain consistency in services across campus”, we are to provide no
accommodation without authorization from the Office of Student Life.
Withdrawal from the Course
You are not automatically withdrawn from a course if you stop attending. If you stop
attending and do not withdraw I am required to submit a grade for you. This “F” cannot
be removed.
Lecture Topics
Introduction, Syllabus: Chapter 1
Methods and limitations of science: Chapter 1
Chemistry and Energy: Chapter 2
Life and It’s Interactions: Chapter 3 & 4 (maybe some 5)
Human Populations: Chapter 8
Agriculture, Biotechnology: Chapter 9, 10
Biodiversity: Chapter 11
Additional chapters, pages and readings will be announced

Test Schedule
Exams will be given weekly.

