AGRB 4305 – Agricultural
Policy

Instructor: Dr. English Ratliff
Email: eratliff@angelo.edu
Office: #226, Vincent Building
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 2:00pm-3:00pm
•

•
•

I have an open-door policy, so if I am in you are welcome to stop by and ask
questions. However, you are welcome to email me, and I will try to get back with you
in 24 hours. If it is an emergency, make sure to email me as soon as possible so we
both have a record. Since everyone has classes throughout the day, it is best to
schedule an appointment to make sure that I’m in. If you make an appointment,
please email me if you need to cancel it.
My classes: MWF 10:00-10:50 AM, TTH 8:00-9:15 AM and 11:00-12:15 AM
1 hour before class I am prepping for class, which means I may not be able to sit
down and answer questions; however, if it is a quick question, that usually is not a
problem.

Course Information
Course Description
While virtually all the developed countries subsidize agriculture they do so in different
ways and at different levels. To understand why, this course will provide an overview
of issues relating to agricultural policy, economic development and globalization.
Furthermore, we will develop an understanding of the nature of agriculture as an
industry. The focus of the analysis will be European Union, United States, Canada
and China.

Student Learning Outcomes
The objectives of the class may be summarized as follows:
1) Develop the tools necessary to analyze past, current and
proposed agricultural policies.
2) Investigate the major international organizations that influence agricultural policy.

3) Analyze the interaction between economic goals and social goals
and evaluate the ability of agricultural policy to accomplish these goals.

Course Delivery
This is a face-to-face course with online components that students are expected to access in
Blackboard.i

Required Texts and Materials
Knutson, R. D. (2007). Agricultural and food policy (6th ed.). Prentice Hall.
ISBN-13: 0131718738
Schmitz,A., C.B. Moss, T.G. Schmitz, H.W. Furtan, and H.C. Schmitz.
Agricultural Policy, Agribusiness, and Rent-Seeking Behaviour. Second edition,
University of Toronto Press (2010). ISBN 978-0-8020-9547-3
Weimer, D. and Aidan R. Vining. Policy Analysis Concepts and Practice (5th edition).
Pearson Prentice Hall (2011). ISBN-13: 978-0205781300

Communication
Emailing the Instructor
Communication is an important skill that nearly all employers look for in new employees, and
particularly in college graduates. Learning to communicate professionally is vital if you wish to
remain employed in any career for very long. For this reason, when you contact me via email,
please include a subject, a greeting, and a signature.
For example, if you are experiencing a difficulty logging into Blackboard, your email might look
like this:
Subject: AGEC 4305 Blackboard is down
Dear Dr. Ratliff,

I tried to log in to Blackboard to look at this assignment, but the program is down for
emergency maintenance. Have any other students encountered this
issue? Considering the circumstance, would you please extend the assignment’s due
date?
Thank you,
[Your Name]

Grading
Grading Scale:

A = 90 – 100
F = 0 – 59

B = 80 – 89

C = 70 – 79

D = 60 – 69

Examination Schedule:
See tentative schedule for exam times.
Make-up exams will be given if 1) The instructor is informed prior to the exam and 2) the
student can provide information (doctor’s note, ect…) about why the absence could not be
avoided. The test must be made up within one week or it will be a zero.
100 points per exam
100 points final research paper
10 points per chapter on homework
5 points per in class quiz
Your grade = your total points / total points possible
There will be no make-up quizzes, because the answers will be given in class or posted online
after the quiz.
Late homework will not be accepted and will receive a zero, unless there is a documented
emergency or other arrangements have been made in advance. Also, students must show
work on all homework or they will receive a zero.

Use of Cell Phones & Electronic Devices:
The use of cell phones or other communication devices will not be permitted during insession classes. NO TEXTING ALLOWED IN CLASS!!! If brought to class, these devices
must be turned off and stored out of sight. In the event a student is caught using an electronic
device of any nature during exams, quizzes, or other confidential circumstances, the student
will be subject to disciplinary action under the academic misconduct.
The use of laptop computers or tablets is permissible in classes only for the purpose of taking
notes.

Assignment and Activity Descriptions
Exams
See tentative schedule for exam times. There will be three exams based on the material
that is covered in those weeks indicated by the tentative schedule.
Homework
Homework will be assigned at the end of each chapter we cover.
Final Research Paper
At the end of the semester, you will be tasked with writing a research paper on
international trade, beginning with the process of trading an agricultural commodity of
your choice and then reflecting on what was learned in the class and how it applies to
the process. A rubric will be posted as well as instructions. There will be writing
workshop days where you will be expected to bring in what you have written so
far sochanges can be made during these workshops.

General Policies Related to This Course
All students are required to follow the policies and procedures presented in these
documents:
•
•

Angelo State University Student Handbook2
Angelo State University Catalog3

Academic Integrity
Students are expected to maintain complete honesty and integrity in all work. Any
student found guilty of any form of dishonesty in academic work is subject of disciplinary
action and possible expulsion from ASU.
The College of Science and Engineering adheres to the university’s Statement
of Academic Integrity4 (Page 97).

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
ASU is committed to the principle that no qualified individual with a disability shall, on
the basis of disability, be excluded from participation in or be denied the benefits of the
services, programs or activities of the university, or be subjected to discrimination by the
university, as provided by the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), the
Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments of 2008 (ADAAA) and subsequent
legislation.
Student Disability Services is located in the Office of Student Affairs, and is the
designated campus department charged with the responsibility of reviewing and
authorizing requests for reasonable accommodations based on a disability. It is the
student’s responsibility to initiate such a request by contacting an employee of the
Office of Student Affairs, in the Houston Harte University Center, Room 112, or
contacting the department via email at ADA@angelo.edu. For more information about
the application process and requirements, visit the Student Disability Services website.5
The employee charged with the responsibility of reviewing and authorizing
accommodation requests is:
Dr. Dallas Swafford
Director of Student Disability Services
Office of Student Affairs
325-942-2047
dallas.swafford@angelo.edu
Houston Harte University Center, Room 112

Incomplete Grade Policy
It is policy that incomplete grades be reserved for student illness or personal misfortune.
Please contact faculty if you have serious illness or a personal misfortune that would
keep you from completing course work. Documentation may be required. See ASU
Operating Policy 10.11 Grading Procedures6 for more information.

Plagiarism
Plagiarism is a serious topic covered in ASU’s Academic Integrity Statement7 in the
Student Handbook. Plagiarism is the action or practice of taking someone else’s work,
idea, etc., and passing it off as one’s own. Plagiarism is literary theft.
In your discussions and/or your papers, it is unacceptable to copy word-for-word without
quotation marks and the source of the quotation. It is expected that you will summarize
or paraphrase ideas giving appropriate credit to the source both in the body of your
paper and the reference list.
Papers are subject to be evaluated for originality. Resources to help you understand
this policy better are available at the ASU Writing Center.8

Student Absence for Observance of Religious Holy Days
A student who intends to observe a religious holy day should make that intention known
in writing to the instructor prior to the absence. See ASU Operating Policy 10.19
Student Absence for Observance of Religious Holy Day9 for more information.

Title IX at Angelo State University
Angelo State University is committed to providing and strengthening an educational,
working, and living environment where students, faculty, staff, and visitors are free from
sex discrimination of any kind. In accordance with Title VII, Title IX, the Violence Against
Women Act (VAWA), the Campus Sexual Violence Elimination Act (SaVE), and other
federal and state laws, the University prohibits discrimination based on sex, which
includes pregnancy, and other types of Sexual Misconduct. Sexual Misconduct is a
broad term encompassing all forms of gender-based harassment or discrimination and
unwelcome behavior of a sexual nature. The term includes sexual harassment,
nonconsensual sexual contact, nonconsensual sexual intercourse, sexual assault,
sexual exploitation, stalking, public indecency, interpersonal violence (domestic violence
or dating violence), sexual violence, and any other misconduct based on sex.
You are encouraged to report any incidents involving sexual misconduct to the Office of
Title IX Compliance and the Director of Title IX Compliance/Title IX Coordinator,
Michelle Miller, J.D. You may submit reports in the following manner:

Online: Incident Reporting Form10
Face to Face: Mayer Administration Building, Room 210
Phone: 325-942-2022
Email: michelle.miller@angelo.edu
Note, as a faculty member at Angelo State, I am a mandatory reporter and must report
incidents involving sexual misconduct to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you wish to
speak to someone in confidence about an issue, you may contact the University
Counseling Center (325-942-2371), the 24-Hour Crisis Helpline (325-486-6345), or the
University Health Clinic (325-942-2171).
For more information about resources related to sexual misconduct, Title IX, or Angelo
State’s policy please visit the Title IX website.11

Information About COVID-19
Please refer to ASU’s COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Updates12 web page for current
information about campus guidelines and safety standards as they relate to the COVID19 pandemic.

Modifications to the Syllabus
This syllabus, including grade evaluation and course schedule, is subject to modification
on potentially short notice based on developing circumstances.

Course Schedule
MODULE 1: INTRODUCTON
•

The Farm Problem

•

Economic Efficiency

•

Market Failures: Public – Private Goods

•

Market Failures: Externalities

•

Market Failures: Natural Monopoly

•

Government Failures

•

Correcting Government Failures

MODULE 2: US FARM POLICY
•

U.S Farm Policy

•

Paper Summaries & Presentations

•

Common Agricultural Policy of Europe

•

Paper Summaries & Presentations

•

Agricultural Policy of Canada

•

Paper Summaries & Presentations

•

Labeling

•

Future Agricultural Policy

MODULE 3: ANALYZING POLICY
•

Cost – Benefits Analysis

•

Cost – Benefits Analysis

•

Organizing your Policy Analysis

•

Policy Decoupling GATT & WTO

Week 1
Week 2
Week 3
Week 4
Week 5
Week 6
Week 7
Week 8
Week 9
Week 10
Week 11
Week 12
Week 13
Week 14
Week 15

i

Module 1
Module 1
Module 1
Module 2
Module 2
Module 2
Module 2
Module 3
Module 3
Module 3
Final Paper
Final Paper
Final Paper
Final Paper
Final Paper

Homework 1
Homework 2
Homework 3
Homework 4
Homework 5
Topic
Draft 1
Draft 2
Draft 3
Draft 4

https://blackboard.angelo.edu/
https://www.angelo.edu/current-students/student-handbook/
3 https://www.angelo.edu/academics/catalog/
4 https://www.angelo.edu/live/files/27603-student-handbook-2020-21#page=97
5 https://www.angelo.edu/current-students/disability-services/
6 https://angelo.policystat.com/policy/10659448/latest/
7 https://www.angelo.edu/live/files/27603-student-handbook-2020-21#page=97
8 https://www.angelo.edu/current-students/writing-center/academic_honesty.php
9 https://angelo.policystat.com/policy/10659368/latest/
10 https://www.angelo.edu/incident-form
11
https://www.angelo.edu/title-ix
12 https://www.angelo.edu/covid-19/
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