
ISSA 6380 - Capstone in Intelligence
The 8-week version

Course Syllabus and Policy Requirement Statement
In order to access your course materials, you must agree to

the following, by clicking the "Mark Reviewed" button at the end
of this document.

By checking the "Mark Reviewed" link below, you are indicating
the following:

* You have read, understood, and will comply with the policies
and procedures listed in the class syllabus, and that you have
acquired the required textbook(s).

* You have read, understood, and will comply with class
policies and procedures as specified in the online Student
Handbook. [https://www.angelo.edu/current-students/student-
handbook/]

* You have read, understood, and will comply with computer and
software requirements as specified with Browser Test.
[https://angelo.blackboard.com/webapps/dur-browserCheck-
BB5fb6991aeccdc/module/testBrowser.jsp?tabUrl=/webapps/portal/ex
ecute/tabs/tabAction?tab_tab_group_id=_1_1&tabId=_15_1&forwardUr
l=index.jsp]

* You have familiarize yourself with how to access course
content in Blackboard using the Student Quick Reference Guide
[http://blackboard.angelo.edu/bbcswebdav/institution/LFA/CSS/Gen
eral%20Info/student%20guide.pdf] or CSS Student Orientation
Course
[http://blackboard.angelo.edu/webapps/blackboard/execute/courseM
ain?course_id=_20086_1].

Course Description/Overview
This course is designed for students in the non-thesis option.

The course has students apply analytical thinking, critical
analysis, creativity and problem solving to the wide range of
intelligence issues today. Students apply critical writing
skills in completing a publishable, article-length paper based
on their independent research.

Course Objectives/Learning Outcome
Objectives: The objectives for this capstone course are based

on the overall learning outcomes for the MSS program.
As a result of completing this course, the student will be

able to:

    Comprehend principles associated with intelligence,



security studies, and analysis.
    Apply principles associated with intelligence, security

studies, and analysis to a specific topic.
    Articulate a clear research question or thesis statement.
    Identify existing body of relevant research.
    Conduct a simple literature review.
    Apply an applicable research methodology in support of a

research subject.
    Arrange and assemble ideas, arguments, and points of view.
    Relate the impact of intelligence to policy decisions.

Recommended Texts and Materials:
Booth, W. C., Colomb, G. G., Williams, J. M., Bizup, J., &

FitzGerald, W. T. (2016). The Craft of Research (Fourth
edition). The University of Chicago Press.

Machi, L. A., & McEvoy, B. T. (2012). The Literature Review:
Six Steps to Success. Third Edition. Thousand Oaks: Corwin.

The Chicago manual of style (Seventeenth edition). (2017). The
University of Chicago Press. 

Grading Policies
Grades will be based on the demonstrated ability to

comprehend, apply, and arrange  fundamental principles and
relevant concepts for a research project, in a well constructed
essay.

Thesis statement endorsement.
15% of the total grade. Initial, or draft, or working thesis

statement with an ISSA faculty member endorsement, validating
its association with principles of intelligence, security
studies, and analysis. Ideally, this is a member of the students
Graduate Advisory Committee, but any full-time faculty member of
the graduate ISSA program will suffice.

Detailed outline.
10% of the total grade. See the ISSA 6380 Capstone Outline

Grading Rubric for details on grading, below.

First full draft.
15% of the total grade. Initial or first full draft of the

paper must be submitted through Blackboard. Email submission is
not an option for this. Papers are reviewed only for
completeness and what can be described as potentially
catastrophic failures - glaring errors or omissions in an
argument, for example. A close read is not conducted. No
attention is paid to specific compliance with the writing style,
or detailed review of grammar, spelling, etc. This is one small
step to ensure that the first draft is not the final draft. 

Faculty / Committee member review.



10% of the total grade. Student coordinates for a member of
the ISSA faculty or, ideally, a member of their Graduate
Advisory Committee, to conduct a peer-review of their draft
paper and provide to them feedback. Submit the feedback - in
whatever form it is provided - as proof the review is complete.
Is that an email? An annotated copy of the draft? Hand-scribbled
notes? That counts.

Final essay: Not later than 08:00 am CST Thursday of Week 16
50% of the total grade: See the ISSA 6380 Capstone Essay

Grading Rubric for details on grading, below.

In review:
Thesis statement endorsement: 15%
Detailed outline: 10%
First full draft: 15%
Faculty / Committee member review: 10%
Final essay: 50%

Rubrics
ISSA 6380 Capstone Outline Grading Rubric

[https://angelo.blackboard.com/bbcswebdav/pid-3133936-dt-
content-rid-30509396_1/xid-30509396_1]

ISSA 6380 Capstone Essay Grading Rubric
[https://angelo.blackboard.com/bbcswebdav/pid-3133936-dt-
content-rid-30509395_1/xid-30509395_1]

Students are expected to write original material in support of
discussion and essay requirements associated with this class.
Please review the Student Handbook and Student Code of Conduct
if you have further questions regarding this. You can certainly
also ask your instructor - there's no harm in that.

Guidance on Writing Style for this course:
Chicago Manual of Style - how does this apply here?
Read Chapter 1 of the CMoS, version 17, and you won't find a

subsection for graduate-level research papers. There is not one
for college-level essays, for that matter. In theory, if a
student has student an essay in college before using CMoS - they
already know this. Likely, they don't - who really opens the
full version of CMoS anyway?

Read Chapter 1. This is a paper, not a journal. If you later
submit your work to, say, the Angelo State University Digital
Repository https://www.angelo.edu/content/files/26240-how-to-
post-to-asudrpdf or something like the Journal of Homeland and
National Security Perspectives
https://www.angelo.edu/departments/security-studies-criminal-
justice/call-for-paper/, there will be other requirements. For
now - there are no journal-specific requirements.

There is no running header or feet requirement. Use the
traditional pagination scheme. An index is not needed or



required. Include a title page with the paper title, author name
and affiliation (program, department, university). If necessary
or applicable, the title page can include an author note. The
paper should include the text and an applicable bibliography or
reference list. Papers may also include footnotes, tables, and
figures; other sections of CMoS specifically address this. If
you are including your own original research (e.g. social media
analytics), a methodologies section is required.

Grades
Angelo State University employs a letter grade system. Grades

in this course are determined on a percentage scale:
A = 90 – 100 %
B = 80 – 89 %
C = 70 – 79 %
F = 69 % and below.

Student Disability Services

ASU is committed to the principle that no qualified individual
with a disability shall, on the basis of disability, be excluded
from participation in or be denied the benefits of the services,
programs or activities of the university, or be subjected to
discrimination by the university, as provided by the Americans
with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), the Americans with
Disabilities Act Amendments of 2008 (ADAAA) and subsequent
legislation.

Student Disability Services is located in the Office of
Student Affairs, and is the designated campus department charged
with the responsibility of reviewing and authorizing requests
for reasonable accommodations based on a disability. It is the
student’s responsibility to initiate such a request by
contacting an employee of the Office of Student Affairs, in the
Houston Harte University Center, Room 112, or contacting the
department via email at ADA@angelo.edu. For more information
about the application process and requirements, visit the
Student Disability Services website at www.angelo.edu/ADA. The
employee charged with the responsibility of reviewing and
authorizing accommodation requests is:

Dr. Dallas Swafford
Director of Student Disability Services
dallas.swafford@angelo.edu 
325-942-2047
Houston Harte University Center, 112 

Title IX



Angelo State University is committed to providing and
strengthening an educational, working, and living environment
where students, faculty, staff, and visitors are free from sex
discrimination of any kind. In accordance with Title VII, Title
IX, the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), the Campus Sexual
Violence Elimination Act (SaVE), and other federal and state
laws, the University prohibits discrimination based on sex,
which includes pregnancy, and other types of Sexual Misconduct.
Sexual Misconduct is a broad term encompassing all forms of
gender-based harassment or discrimination and unwelcome behavior
of a sexual nature. The term includes sexual harassment,
nonconsensual sexual contact, nonconsensual sexual intercourse,
sexual assault, sexual exploitation, stalking, public indecency,
interpersonal violence (domestic violence or dating violence),
sexual violence, and any other misconduct based on sex.

You are encouraged to report any incidents involving sexual
misconduct to the Office of Title IX Compliance and the Director
of Title IX Compliance/Title IX Coordinator, Michelle Miller,
J.D. You may submit reports in the following manner:

Online: angelo.edu/incident-form
Face to Face: Mayer Administration Building, Room 210
Phone: 325-942-2022
Email: michelle.miller@angelo.edu

Note, as a faculty member at Angelo State, I am a mandatory
reporter and must report incidents involving sexual misconduct
to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you wish to speak to someone
in confidence about an issue, you may contact the University
Counseling Center (325-942-2371), the 24-Hour Crisis Helpline
(325-486-6345), or the University Health Clinic (325-942-2171).

For more information about resources related to sexual
misconduct, Title IX, or Angelo State’s policy please visit:
angelo.edu/title-ix.

General University Policies
All students are required to follow the policies and

procedures presented in these documents:

Angelo State University Student Handbook:
https://www.angelo.edu/current-students/student-handbook/

Angelo State University Catalog:
https://www.angelo.edu/academics/catalog/

Incomplete Grade Policy



It is policy that incomplete grades be reserved for student
illness or personal misfortune. Please contact faculty if you
have serious illness or a personal misfortune that would keep
you from completing course work. Documentation may be required.
See ASU Operating Policy 10.11 Grading Procedures
(https://www.angelo.edu/live/files/14197-op-1011-grading-
procedures) for more information. 

Student Absence for Observance of Religions Holy Days
A student who intends to observe a religious holy day should

make that intention known in writing to the instructor prior to
the absence. See ASU Operating Policy 10.19 Student Absence for
Observance of Religious Holy Day
(https://www.angelo.edu/live/files/14206-op-1019-student-
absence-for-observance-of) for more information. 

Student Conduct Policies 
Academic Integrity

Students are expected to maintain complete honesty and
integrity in all work. Any student found guilty of any form of
dishonesty in academic work is subject of disciplinary action
and possible expulsion from ASU.

The College of Arts and Humanities adheres to the Statement of
Academic Integrity (https://www.angelo.edu/current-
students/student-handbook/)

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is a serious topic covered in ASU’s Academic
Integrity policy (https://www.angelo.edu/current-
students/student-handbook/) in the Student Handbook. Plagiarism
is the action or practice of taking someone else’s work, idea,
etc., and passing it off as one’s own. Plagiarism is literary
theft.

In your discussions and/or your papers, it is unacceptable to
copy word-for-word without quotation marks and the source of the
quotation. It is expected that you will summarize or paraphrase
ideas giving appropriate credit to the source both in the body
of your paper and the reference list.

Papers are subject to be evaluated for originality via
Turnitin. Resources to help you understand this policy better
are available at the ASU Writing Center.



(https://www.angelo.edu/current-students/writing-
center/academic_honesty.php)

Copyright Policy

Students officially enrolled in this course should make only
one printed copy of the given articles and/or chapters. You are
expressly prohibited from distributing or reproducing any
portion of course readings in printed or electronic form without
written permission from the copyright holders or publishers. 


