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Message
Dear Friends:

I hope that you enjoy the inaugural issue of the Angelo State University Magazine, which 
will be published three times a year.  To debut the magazine we decided to focus on Angelo 
State University’s international programs, which first began in 1948, and to portray the 
many new and exciting initiatives now underway.

First, we have created a new Center for International Studies under the direction of Dr. 
Sharynn Tomlin.  The Center will create a single office to integrate the non-academic as-
pects of our international programs. Dr. Tomlin will hire additional professional staff to 
support study abroad and exchange programs, as well as to create a new English as a Second 
Language (ESL) initiative to increase the population of foreign students studying at ASU.

Second, under the leadership of Dean Kevin Lambert, the College of Liberal and Fine Arts 
will propose a new Bachelor of Cultural Fluency designed to prepare students to live, learn 
and work in another culture.  While this degree will attract new students to ASU, it is also 
designed to provide an opportunity for the roughly 250 intelligence instructors with associ-
ates degrees on the faculty at Goodfellow AFB to complete their bachelor’s degrees.

Third, Dr. Brian May, professor of animal science in the Department of Agriculture, has 
been working with me on a federal grant which would make ASU the home of the ‘Visiting 
Scholar Program’ for faculty from the Air Force’s Air University (AU) at Maxwell AFB, 
Ala.  The ongoing grant would provide significant funding for ASU and Texas Tech faculty, 
as well as instructors from Goodfellow, to tailor special research opportunities for AU fac-
ulty in regional and cultural studies.  Our students would also benefit from these programs 
which will focus on Europe, Asia, Africa and the Middle East.

Fourth, we are finalizing plans to renovate the Hardeman Administration Building into a 
‘one stop’ shop to provide enhanced services to our students.  Critical support offices, such 
as Admissions, Registrar, Graduate Studies and the Bursar, will all be co-located in Harde-
man  to maximize the level of service they offer to students.  As part of this renovation, we 
are incorporating significant space to house the new Center for International and Multicul-
tural Studies, which will provide a single venue for the cultural and community programs 
designed to attract and retain our significant Hispanic student population.

Finally, let me close by acknowledging the gift for our first Endowed Chair, funded at the 
$1 million level.  It is truly significant that this gift will establish the Norris Family Chair in 
International Business at Angelo State University, thereby strengthening the reputation of 
our College of Business while underscoring the importance of global studies to the future 
success of our students.

Again thank you for your great support of Angelo State University, its students, faculty and staff.

Sincerely,  

Joseph C. Rallo
President

from the President

Joseph C. Rallo

An Invitation to ASU 
Alumni and Friends
“Meet the President”

April 3 • 6-7:30 p.m.

Hall of Honor Ballroom

Top of the Hill Conference Center

Reserved Officer’s Association

One Constitution Ave., NE

Washington,  D.C.
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T
he days of wide-eyed ASU fresh-
men not being able to find the 
right building on the first day of 
class are over.  

Campus visitors, too, will have an easier 
time finding their Angelo State destinations, 
all thanks to new building and directional 

signs that were installed 
during the fall semester.

Whether you are look-
ing for the Carr Education-
Fine Arts Building, Carr 
Residence Hall or simply a 
place to park your car, the 
new signs will direct you 
wherever you need to be on 
ASU’s 268-acre campus.

Two years in the plan-
ning and costing $550,000, 
the signage project is a pre-
cursor to the process that 
will give ASU a more user- 
and pedestrian-friendly look 
over the coming years as the 
university moves full speed 
into implementing initial 
phases of the Centennial 
Master Plan.

“This project fills a 
longstanding need for better 
signage to make the campus 
more user friendly,” said 
John Russell, ASU director 
of facilities planning and 
construction. “Besides that, 
the signs delineate our cam-
pus boundaries. This is just 
another step in better identi-
fying ourselves as a residen-
tial campus.”

The new signs began 
going up in August, start-
ing with parking lot and ve-

hicular wayfinding signs. Next pedestrian 
directional signs were installed along the 
major sidewalks to point the way to vari-
ous buildings. The pedestrian signs utilized 
both building names and the building ab-
breviations used in the course schedule to 
help freshmen find their classes.

Interspersed among the pedestrian 
directional signs are 63-inch by 22-inch 
boards with updatable campus maps and 
the familiar “You Are Here*” designations.  

Next to be installed by the contractor, 
Intex Inc. of Houston, were the major build-
ing display signs.  The metal signs follow a 
uniform color scheme with white lettering 
on a blue aluminum panels with gold and 
bronze highlights.  

Last up were the monument signs at 
the five major access points to campus.  
These signs were mounted on a limestone 
base with “Angelo State University” and 
“Member, Texas Tech University System” 
in raised gold letters.  

Another construction project that will 
change the face of campus is 526-bed Cen-
tennial Village, which is being built on the 
former site of the Rosemont Apartments.  
Construction, which had been halted for 
six months, resumed at full speed in Sep-
tember as soon as ASU became a member 
of the Texas Tech University System. The 
$22 million residence hall is targeted to 
open this fall.

While Centennial Village is going up, 
some buildings will be coming down.  Three 
vacant residence halls – Mayer Hall, Run-
nels Hall and University Hall – are slated for 
demolition once asbestos abatement projects 
are finished next year. The University Police 
building will also be demolished, once the 
Police Department moves into rented quar-
ters in the Reidy Building on the northwest 
corner of Avenue N and Jackson Street. .

You
Are
Here

news ALONG the MALL

This academic year 

has been the time 

of the signs on the 

ASU campus.

Photo by Danny Meyer
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O
n the 58th anniversary of the 
sinking of the Titanic, the ill-
fated ocean liner struck by an 
iceberg on its maiden voyage, 

then ASU freshman Lloyd Norris began a 
job delivering ice, of all things, to Town & 
Country Food Stores.

That 1970 part-time job to help Nor-
ris keep his college education afloat and 
to save a little money for his impending 
marriage to Sheri Barton turned into his 
life’s work. Norris’s successful career, tak-
ing him from iceman to chairman of the 
board of Town & Country Food Stores, has 
turned into a titanic gift of $1 million to 
Angelo State University.

On behalf of himself, his wife and his 
two daughters, Angela and Chancey, both 
ASU graduates, Norris presented ASU with 
a $1 million check to establish the Norris 
Family Chair in International Business.  
While Angelo State has previously received 
endowed professorships, the Norris gift pro-
vided the university’s first endowed chair.  
Texas Tech University System policy re-
quires a gift of $1 million to endow a chair.  

“This gift is important,” said ASU Pres-
ident Joseph C. Rallo, “not only because it 
is our first endowed chair at the million-dol-
lar level but also because it speaks to our 
aspirations of where we want to be as an 
institution and our expectations that we will 
succeed.  I would like to thank the members 
of the Norris Family for both their generosi-
ty and their commitment to helping us meet 
the aspirations we all share for ASU.”

Endowed chairs are used to enhance a 
professor’s salary and to provide additional 
funds for research, teaching and service ac-
tivities.  To be the holder of a chair is one of 
the most prestigious honors a professor can 
attain and, as such, provides an attractive 
tool for recruiting renowned faculty.

Norris, who earned an education degree, 
got his business break when Town & Coun-
try co-founder F.L. “Steve” Stephens invited 

him to stay with the firm. Upon graduation 
in 1973, Norris moved to Brownwood to su-
pervise a group of stores. A decade later he 
returned to the corporate office in San An-
gelo, overseeing various departments, in-
cluding foodservice, store vendors and fuel, 
before becoming a senior vice president. He 
was board chairman from 2004 until his re-
tirement in December.

“I feel like ASU gave me a solid back-
ground and the perseverance I needed 
to succeed in business,” Norris said. 
“Although I graduated with an educa-
tion degree, I feel like some of the same 
principles apply to business that apply to 
teaching. You must instill in people good 
morals and the desire to work hard and do 
the right thing. 

“A good work ethic will help you suc-
ceed in life, no matter which path you take,” 
he said. “I hope I have passed these values 

A Titanic Gift
along to some of our employees over the 
years. I think my greatest pleasure comes 
from watching employees succeed and be-
come very successful in life.”

The Norris Family Chair in Internation-
al Business will help students succeed in a 
field that is increasingly important in our 
interconnected world.  Norris said his wish 
to fund the chair in international business 
came not only from President Rallo’s sug-
gestion but also from his and Sheri’s expe-
rience in ASU’s Host Family Program and 
serving as surrogate parents for students 
from Zimbabwe, India, Germany, Bangla-
desh and Russia.

“We’ve seen the importance of having 
these students see our country as a friendly 
place that places high standards on human 
rights and the fact that all countries need to 
work together to make the world a better 
place,” Norris said. .
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Lloyd and Sheri Norris  

with daughter Chancey



While acknowledging that his cable TV 
network is not a big hit among college 

students, C-SPAN founder and CEO Brian 
Lamb had both praise and advice for ASU 
students during an October campus visit.

Recalling his own college days at Purdue 
University, Lamb reflected on how he, much 
like today’s students, was far more concerned 
with classes, campus life and sports than he 
was with politics or world events.

“Young people don’t get interested until 
they are ready and I think we over-worry 
about it,” Lamb said. “I have a great deal of 
faith in the youth of the next generation and 
when they are ready, we are here for them.”

That “we” is the family of C-SPAN TV 
and radio networks that broadcast govern-
ment programming to a nationwide audience.  
Lamb started C-SPAN with the financial 
help of now-San Angelo businessman Ken 

Gunter, who also sponsored his ASU visit.
“Our mission,” Lamb said, “is to let folks 

who are interested and have either cable or 
satellite TV watch the political system of 
our country without interruption, analysis or 
commentary. It’s not meant to be entertain-
ment TV, it’s a public service. We don’t try to 
steer people.  We let it all hang out and let the 
viewers make their own decisions.”

A Washington insider for more than 40 
years, Lamb also let it all hang out during 
his ASU sessions, telling those in the audi-
ence worried about left or right wing bias in 
the news media to just get over it.

“It is your responsibility to not be hooked 
in by those people or networks that are just 
all about keeping an audience,” Lamb said.  
“Plus, don’t just always believe everything 
your side says or you will get caught later 
when they change their minds. You’ve got 

In just over an hour, Distinguished Alum-
nus and thriving restaurateur Mark Hom-

er gave the Angelo State community a crash 
course on what it takes to run a successful 
small business. 

A 1989 ASU graduate, Homer owns 
Homer Enterprise, which operates 18 Sonic 
Drive Ins in Texas and Florida.  He was the 
featured speaker for the 2007 Wells Fargo 
Distinguished Lectureship in Business.  His 
primary message was that the time is ripe 
for new entrepreneurs.

“The Texas economy is growing at an 
incredibly rapid rate,” Homer said.  “Texas 
is also the leading exporting state in the U.S.  
The future is very bright for those starting 
businesses in Texas.”

At a pace that would make his quick-
est car-hop proud, Homer then related 
the characteristics that make a successful 
small business owner, including a burning 
desire to succeed, initiative, a high energy 
level, perseverance, self-discipline, self-

confidence and the ability to work without 
a lot of help.

“It’s those that are not afraid to jump 
in there and do whatever it takes that are 
successful,” Homer said.  “My dad always 
taught me ‘if you take care of your pennies, 
your dollars will take care of themselves’ 
and I believe that.”

According to Homer, a successful en-
trepreneur must also thrive on ambiguity, 
be persuasive, have market awareness, be a 
goal-setting practitioner and problem solver, 
and understand the value of money.

“You will never make it if you pay too 
much for materials and charge too little for 
your goods,” Homer said. “You’ve got to 
have your margin in there.  If you run your 
business to make a fair profit, people will 
support you.”

Throughout his lecture, Homer sup-
ported his points by relating his own experi-
ences in the business world and at ASU.  He 
concluded with some personal advice for the 

numerous business students in the audience.
“If you have the entrepreneurial spirit, 

get that flame going within you and build on 
it during your career at ASU,” Homer said.  
“If you go into small business, do it because 
you have the burning desire.  Keep focused 
on what got you started and you, your com-
munity, your state and even your country 
will be better off for it.” .

news ALONG the MALL

C-SPANing the Nation

to know who pays the bills on every net-
work to see why they do what they do.”

At the end of his ASU visit, Lamb left 
the audience with a warning about the fed-
eral government’s deficit spending.

“The money situation in Washington is 
out of control,” he said. “The only thing we 
can do is make our public officials account-
able for how the money is being spent, be-
cause if we don’t, there will be a very sad day 
down the road. At C-SPAN, we do what little 
we can to let people understand this.” .

Business Tips at Sonic Speed
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Last Shall Be First
Angelo State’s youngest aca-
demic department, Physical 
Therapy, is on course to be the 
first to offer a doctorate after 
the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board (THECB) 
granted preliminary author-
ity for the university to offer 
a Doctor of Physical Therapy 
(DPT) in three years.  

Next step will be to gain 
full THECB approval for the 
DPT degree with a major in 
physical therapy.  This requires 
another application and ex-
ternal site visit coordinated by 
the Coordinating Board. 

As part of the process, the 
university must also gain per-
mission from the Southern 
Association of Colleges and 
Schools (SACS), the universi-
ty’s accrediting agency, for the 
doctoral degree.  This process 
will also involve a full SACS ap-
plication and site visit for the 
Physical Therapy Program.

If the process proceeds as 
anticipated, ASU will gain full 
state and SACS approval dur-
ing the 2008-09 academic 
year and will admit the first 
DPT class in May of 2010. 

Mayer Admin Building
The Administration Building 
will henceforth be known 
as the Mayer Administration 
Building in recognition of the 
longstanding contributions 
of the Solomon “Sol” Mayer 
family to ASU.  

The name change was ap-
proved last fall by the Board of 
Regents of the Texas Tech Uni-
versity System.  The decision 
means that the Mayer name, 
which has been a fixture on 

the campus since 1951 when 
Mayer Hall was authorized 
as a new dormitory, will re-
main tied to a university facil-
ity.  The vacant Mayer Hall is 
scheduled for demolition later 
this academic year as part of 
the university’s Centennial 
Master Plan.

Born in 1869, Sol Mayer 
managed extensive ranch-
ing and banking interests in 
the Concho Valley. He served 
as chairman of the San An-
gelo College (SAC) Building 
and Development Campaign, 
which raised money to sup-
port the move of the campus 
from downtown to its current 
location.  

Dotting the i’s 
Texas voters in November ap-
proved the last bit of business 
to dot all the i’s and cross all 
the t’s in the transfer of gover-
nance of Angelo State to the 
Texas Tech University System.  

By a two-to-one majority, 
voters overwhelmingly ap-
proved Proposition 1, which 
cleared up any possible lan-
guage conflicts in the state 
constitution because of the 
change in systems, thus en-
suring state funding as part of 
the new system.   

With all of the state’s 
6,686 precincts reporting, the 
proposition carried with 66.4 
percent of the vote.  The vote 
totals were 912,783 in favor 
and 463,019 against.  

Flying High
ASU’s Air Force ROTC Detach-
ment 847 has been named 
the top medium detachment 
from among 36 universities in 

the Air Force’s 11-state South-
west Region, which includes 
Texas, Arizona, Arkansas, Cali-
fornia, Hawaii, Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi, Nevada, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma and Tennessee.

Detachments are selected 
for the honor based upon 
their university activities, com-
munity participation, military 
preparedness and success 
in meeting AFROTC goals in 
academics, fitness, retention 
and a variety of other areas.  

Detachment 847 was 
founded in 1971 and enrolls 
approximately 90 students 
during each academic year. 

Saving Lieutenant Ryan
A new live oak tree has been 
planted in the Memorial Oak 
Grove in honor of former San 
Angelo College (SAC) student 
and World War II casualty Jay 
Arthur Ryan.

An Army first lieutenant, 
Ryan died as a prisoner of 
war on a Japanese transport 
bombed by Allied planes in 
Manila Bay in the waning 
months of WWII.  His fate was 
unknown to SAC students 
and supporters of Memo-
rial Oak Grove when the trees 
were planted and the monu-
ment was originally dedicated 
on Armistice Day in 1949.

Representatives of ASU’s 
Air Force ROTC Detachment 
847, the Robert G. Carr 
Squadron of the Arnold Air 
Society and the West Texas 
Collection (WTC) teamed up 
to correct the oversight in 
November during the ROTC’s 
annual  Flag Retreat and Can-
dlelight Vigil.  Ryan’s name is 
being added to the 29 others 

listed on the monument in the 
Memorial Oak Grove.  

‘Clipped’ Again
The West Texas Collection 
traveling exhibit “Clipped:  
Sheep Shearers and the West 
Texas Wool Industry” will be 
on display through May 25 in 
the Macy Gallery of the Na-
tional Ranching Heritage Cen-
ter at Texas Tech University.

Sheep were first brought to 
the Concho Valley in 1877 and 
sheep shearing has been a way 
of life since then. The exhibit 
includes sections on the wool 
industry, the progression of 
shearing tools and techniques, 
sheep-shearing families and 
the demise of the industry.

The display was built by 
Museumscapes of Richardson 
and made possible by a gift 
from the late Eva Camuñez 
Tucker to the Friends of the 
Porter Henderson Library and 
West Texas Collection.  

Since its 2006 debut, the 
exhibit has been shown at 
the annual meeting of the 
Texas Sheep and Goat Rais-
ers’ Association in Kerrville 
and at local museums in Del 
Rio and Ozona.

Invisible Champs
The ASU intramural flag foot-
ball team “The Invisibles” took 
first place in its division of 
the National Intramural-Rec-
reational Sports Association 
(NIRSA) regional tournament 
in Stillwater, Okla., in October.

The Invisibles won the Co-
Rec Division and qualified for 
the NIRSA National Flag Foot-
ball Championships during 
the spring semester.  .

briefs
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E. James Hindman
In their first regularly sched-
uled meeting after Angelo 
State joined the Texas Tech 
University System, regents 
by a unanimous vote be-
stowed the honorary title of 
“President Emeritus of An-
gelo State University” upon 
Dr. E. James Hindman, who 
served as ASU chief execu-
tive from December 1994 
through May 2007.

While emeritus appoint-
ments are honorary and 
without compensation, they 
are the highest honor that 
can be bestowed upon a 
faculty member or adminis-
trator for long, faithful and 
distinguished service to the 
university.  

In a sense, the board hon-
ored one of its own as Hind-
man grew up in Lubbock and 
holds his bachelor’s, master’s 
and doctoral degrees, all 
in history, from Texas Tech 
University.  Hindman is now 
teaching full time in the ASU 
History Department.

Toni Sauncy
Collecting another honor 
for ASU’s nationally recog-
nized Physics Department, 
Dr. Toni Sauncy has been 
named the Society of Phys-
ics Students (SPS) Outstand-
ing Chapter Adviser by the 
National Council.

The associate professor 
of physics was chosen for 
the award from a field of 
15 nominees. To be eligible, 
advisers must be from SPS 
groups that have received an 

“Outstanding Chapter” des-
ignation within the previous 
two years.  The ASU chapter 
has achieved that recogni-
tion for the past six years.

The award carries with 
it an honorarium of $3,000 
for Sauncy, $1,000 for the 
Physics Department and 
$1,000 for ASU’s SPS chap-
ter.  Sauncy has been ASU’s 
adviser since 2000 and rep-
resents Zone 13, all of Texas 
except El Paso, on the SPS 
National Council.

Scott M. Hasson
Barely had Dr. Scott M. Has-
son accepted the position as 
head of Angelo State’s Physi-
cal Therapy Department than 
he was named a fellow of the 
American Physical Therapy 
Association (APTA) at the 
association’s annual meeting 
in Denver.

Hasson was honored as 
one of the association’s new 
Catherine Worthingham Fel-
lows. Currently, only 100 
APTA fellows exist nationally.  
Hasson is now the third APTA 
fellow in Texas.  Designation 
as a fellow means the hon-
oree has contributed signifi-
cantly to the advancement of 
the profession in at least two 
of three areas: research, edu-
cation and practice.

Hasson came to ASU 
from the University of Con-
necticut where he served 
a decade as professor and 
chair of the Physical Therapy 
Department.  Hasson is also 
a fellow of the American 
College of Sports Medicine.  

Bill Doll
The Texas Educational Theatre 
Association (TETA) has named 
Dr. Bill Doll, director of ASU’s 
University Theatre, as Educa-
tor of the Year for 2007.

Doll, a professor of drama 
in the Communication, Drama 
and Journalism Department, 
joined the ASU faculty in 1999. 
Since then, Doll has been nom-
inated by the Student Govern-
ment Association for three 
“Rammy” awards as teacher 
of the year in liberal and fine 
arts. He was a 2006 nominee 
for the Faculty Senate’s Teach-
ing Excellence Award.

TETA’s membership con-
sists of K-12, junior and 
senior college faculty and 
students.  Doll received the 
award during the TETA 2008 
Theatrefest convention in 
Dallas in January.

Brian D. McKnight
Dr. Brian D. McKnight of the 
ASU history faculty earned 
the 2007 Dr. James I. Rob-
ertson Jr. Literary Prize for 
Confederate History for his 
book, Contested Borderland: 
The Civil War in Appalachian 
Kentucky and Virginia.

Published in 2006 by the 
University Press of Kentucky, the 
book examines a region often 
overlooked by Civil War histori-
ans and documents the vicious 
and incredibly dangerous con-
ditions the conflict brought to 
the doorsteps of Appalachian 
residents of Kentucky and Vir-
ginia for the entire war.

The award carries with it a 
$1,000 prize.  

Lori Stuart
Lori Stuart, a 2005 ASU grad-
uate, has received the 2006 
McClung Award for the Best 
Paper published in BIOS, the 
official journal of the national 
Beta Beta Beta (Tri-Beta) Biol-
ogy Honor Society.

The 2005 winner of ASU’s 
Presidential Award as the top 
graduate in her class, Stuart 
conducted the research with 
biology professor Dr. Crosby 
Jones, her research mentor 
and co-author.

The paper, “Re-Isolation 
of Bacteria From Intention-
ally Contaminated Surfac-
es,” reported the antibac-
terial effects of stainless 
steel on pathogenic bacte-
ria commonly found on hu-
man skin.  

Stuart is now a medical 
student at the University of 
North Texas Health Science 
Center in Fort Worth.

Joseph C. Rallo
Angelo State President Dr. 
Joseph C. Rallo has been ap-
pointed by the San Angelo 
City Council to a two-year 
term on the board of direc-
tors of the City Development 
Corporation.  

The seven-member board 
is charged with establishing 
economic development strat-
egies and providing incen-
tives for expanding existing 
businesses and for attract-
ing new firms to the city and 
Concho Valley.

Rallo’s term will expire in 
February of 2009. .

PEOPLE WHO MAKE ASU GREAT
angelostaters
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I
t’s a big world out there and ASU students 
have numerous opportunities to leave be-
hind the West Texas Plains and Concho 
River and journey to places like the Scottish 

Highlands, Rhine River, Central American rain 
forest and Black Sea.

For summer sessions, ASU’s Center for In-
ternational Studies (CIS) offers study abroad 
programs at universities in Scotland, Germany, 
Costa Rica, Russia and Mexico. The curriculum 
ranges from ecotourism, biology and Spanish in 
Costa Rica to education systems, social psychol-
ogy and film in Germany to international busi-
ness in Scotland.

ASU senior Whitney Meeks spent six weeks last 
summer studying at Heriot-Watt University in Ed-
inburgh, Scotland. Her program also included side 
trips to London, Paris, Barcelona and Madrid.

“This was an excellent opportunity for me to ex-
perience the culture of other countries,” Meeks said. 
“Because we spent only four hours a day in class, 
we had the rest of the time to get to know the people 
that lived there and form relationships with them. 
We also got to squeeze in as much ‘touristy’ stuff 

of Opportunity
as possible, like going to a play in London, spend-
ing a day at the beach in Barcelona, eating lunch by 
the Eiffel Tower in Paris, and seeing the Loch Ness 
Monster in Scotland!”

CIS semester and academic year programs are 
available in France, Germany, Mexico, Russia and 
Scotland. Courses of study are determined by each 
student’s ASU major. Many of the programs fea-
ture classes taught in English.

Junior international business major Jamie Man-
dujano recently spent a semester at the University 
of Paris-Dauphine. He got interested in studying 
abroad after hearing a presentation by Dr. Sharynn 
Tomlin, CIS director, and meeting several French 
students attending ASU.

“After I researched more about it, I thought it 
would be a great way to see more of the world out-
side of West Texas,” Mandujano said. “When else 
would I have the opportunity to live in Paris for 
four months?  I’ve always had a desire to see more 
of what is beyond the city limits sign and this was 
my opportunity to expand my horizons, so I took 
advantage of it.”

While studying at one of France’s top busi-
ness schools, Mandujano also enjoyed the cultural 
benefits outside the classroom.

“I got a more global perspective of the 
world and it opened my eyes to other cul-

tures and ideas that, otherwise, 

World
a

Sharynn Tomlin

Scotland’s Edinburgh  

Castle overlooks the city  

that grew around it.

by Tom Nurre
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I would have overlooked,” Mandujano said. 
“I realized that everybody is connected and 
that each of our actions has an effect on the 
world.  Even though we come from differ-
ent backgrounds that define us, we are all 
still much the same deep down.”

One of the most attractive features of 
the ASU study abroad programs is that, 
in most cases, students are not required to 
know the language of the country they will 
be visiting.

“Nearly all of the programs now have 
classes taught in English,” said Tomlin. “It’s 
not usually an issue, even with the academic 
year and semester programs. Not knowing a 
language is not going to hold someone back 
from participating in most of the programs.”

“Some programs, like Mexico and Cos-
ta Rica, have an intensive language compo-
nent,” she added. “So, those students will be 
in intensive Spanish courses in combination 
with their other classes.”

What is required of students wanting to 
study abroad is a significant commitment 
from them and their parents. There is an ap-
plication process, followed by an interview 

with the particular program co-
ordinator.  Students should also 
have at least a 2.5 GPA and be 
close to junior status.

“We also highly recom-
mend that they talk to other 

students who have partici-
pated in the programs 

that they are in-
terested in,” 

Tomlin said. “That is the best word-of-
mouth advertising that you can get, from stu-
dents who have already done the program. 
We will give them the contact names.”

Advance planning is also needed, with 
Tomlin recommending students begin the 
application process during the preceding fall 
semester for the summer sessions and at least 
a year in advance for the semester and aca-
demic year programs. That allows the respec-
tive coordinators to plan the trips and allows 
the students plenty of time to take care of any 
passport and/or visa issues that may arise. It 
also allows for easier payment plans.

While the cost of each trip varies by 
destination and length, new Carr Interna-
tional Studies Scholarships, now available 
to eligible students, are designed to make 
studying abroad as affordable as studying at 
ASU. The new scholarships pay for various 
course-related expenses, leaving students to 
provide only their standard tuition, fees and 
personal spending money.  

To be considered for a scholarship, an 
undergraduate student must be accepted to 
an ASU-sponsored study abroad program, 
be a full-time student the previous two aca-
demic semesters at ASU, have a cumulative 
GPA of 2.75 and have completed 30 hours 
of course work by the end of the term in 
which they have applied. Graduate students 
must be accepted to the ASU graduate pro-
gram with an undergraduate GPA of 2.75 or 
a graduate GPA of 3.00.

In addition, other financial aid is awarded 
to every student involved in the study abroad 
programs. The money comes from the $4 
international studies fee that is charged to 
every ASU student each semester.

“Whatever money that generates, we 
disburse close to 100 percent of it to stu-
dents in scholarships,” Tomlin said. “It’s not 
a need-based or academic-based program.  
We just equally distribute the money.”

Members of the ASU Honors Program 
also have access to additional scholarships, 
while students in the semester and academ-
ic year programs can utilize their existing 

Palace Square,

St. Petersburg, 

Russia

Paris’ Eiffel Tower
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To some ASU students, study 
abroad trips are like Lays Potato 
Chips. They can’t try just one.

For ASU graduate Joshua Briones, it 
was his fascination with the European 
business community that kept calling 
him back. Fellow graduate Meagan 
Shelburne was inspired by the spicy 
culture of Mexico and a golf outing in 
Northern Ireland.  

With study abroad programs avail-
able in Costa Rica, France, Germany, 
Mexico, Russia and Scotland, students 
who want to experience other cultures 
have a wealth of opportunities through 
the ASU Center for International Stud-
ies (CIS).  

“Even if they go in the same pro-
gram multiple times, the course content 
and the actual courses change,” said Dr. 
Sharynn Tomlin, CIS director. “So, it’s 
not like they are getting the same topic 
every time.  Many students will go mul-
tiple times because they want the variety 
in course topics and they like that par-
ticular area of the world.”

Briones, who earned both his bach-
elor’s degree in finance and his M.B.A. 
in management from ASU, made two 
separate trips to study different aspects 
of international business at Heriot-Watt 
University in Edinburgh, Scotland.

“I absolutely love to travel and see 
the world, learn of its cultures and envi-
ronments, and especially learn its busi-
ness practices,” Briones said. “What bet-
ter way than to see it first hand?  I went 
a second time as a graduate student to 
again learn about cultures and interna-
tional business at a deeper level and as 
a final reward before I entered into the 
‘real world.’”

In addition to the changing course 
content, the excursions vary from trip to 
trip as well. During his first jaunt to Scot-
land, Briones also visited England, Wales 
and Ireland. On his second expedition, he 

went to England, France, Belgium and 
Switzerland. Besides the sightseeing and 
cultural opportunities, the side trips also 
provide valuable learning.

“I really enjoyed the fact that both 
programs offered many hands-on, real-
life experiences added on top of the 
classroom time,” Briones said. “It’s not 
every day that a student studying the 
World Trade Organization, the European 
Union or British Parliament gets to actu-
ally visit those places.”

Briones enjoyed Scotland so much, 
he returned again last summer as a guest 
lecturer for a study abroad group led by 
Tomlin and Dr. Ed Olson, head of the 
ASU Government Department.

Conversely, Shelburne took advan-
tage of two different study abroad pro-
grams with completely diverse subjects.  
She made her first trip to study Spanish 
at the Monterrey Institute of Technology 
in Chihuahua, Mexico, after changing 
her major left her needing additional for-
eign language credits.

“I was getting down close to the end 
and I was thinking ‘how am I going to get 
these last two credits in?’” Shelburne said.  
“So, it worked out great and I loved it!”

“When you get into interior Mexico, 
it’s a lot like Europe,” she added. “They 
have the cobblestone streets. They have a 
definite love of the arts and most of them 
actually speak English. We went to sev-
eral other cities instead of just staying in 
Chihuahua, so I got to get a flavor of the 
whole country.”

Shelburne decided to make a second 
journey abroad to study international 
business in Scotland after being ap-
proached by Tomlin.

“I wasn’t even a business major and I 
wasn’t a government major either,” Shel-
burne said. “But, now I am and I finished 
my master’s in business in December. It 
turned out to be a wonderful experience. 
If you get the opportunity to go to Europe 

Carr scholarships, grants, loans or other fi-
nancial aid to help pay for their trips.

“They actually enroll at ASU in what 
we call ‘EXCH’ or exchange hours,” Tom-
lin said. “They pay their tuition and fees 
here and then the institution they are at-
tending, their host institution, waives their 
tuition and fees. The really nice thing about 
that is, since they are enrolled at ASU, they 
get all their scholarship money, federal aid, 
Pell money, everything.”

Both Meeks and Mandujano consider 
their time spent abroad one of the high-
lights of their college careers and encourage 
other students considering studying abroad 
to take full advantage of what the CIS pro-
grams have to offer.

“The school scholarships help with the 
money aspect, while it is the only way to 
actually experience what you learn in a 
book,” Meeks said. “The world is a huge 
place made up of people with millions of 
different ideas.”

“It is really an opportunity to immerse 
yourself in another world that is not so dif-
ferent from ours, yet surprises you at every 
turn,” Mandujano said. “You gain a different 
perspective of the world around you and you 
get to meet people from all parts of the world 
that you learn from and who become your 
good friends. I think it also lets you get away 
from the normal, giving you the chance to 
grow and realize your full potential. Nothing 
can compare to it and you may never again 
have such an amazing experience.” 

Angelo State’s international studies pro-
grams have continued to expand and diversify 
since students first studied in Mexico in the 
late 1940s. Over the years, ASU groups have 
also gone to universities in Greece; Torreon, 
Mexico; Sheffield, England; and Winsen, 
Germany. But, through all the growth and 
changes, the focus of the programs has never 
wavered from striving to provide students 
unique opportunities to broaden their hori-
zons, open their minds and touch tomorrow.

“I think they come back with a greater 
appreciation of who they are, what they 
have and how lucky they are to be able to 
do these kinds of things,” Tomlin said. “It 
really opens their eyes to the world and the 
possibilities out there. They learn that they 
don’t know everything and it generates a 
curiosity in them that carries on long after 
their actual trips are complete.” .

frequent flyers
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for $2,500 for six weeks, most people 
would jump at that, even if you have to 
sit in class for about 10 days.”

Though attending a concert trib-
ute to the rock band Queen in Lon-
don ranks among her favorite memo-
ries, Shelburne also found a valuable 
learning experience on an excursion 
to Dublin, Ireland.

“I got to play golf up on this moun-
tain and watch the tide come in and 
go out,” Shelburne said. “It was very 
picturesque and I think it cost me $20 
to golf all day. That is probably the 
thing I will remember the most be-
cause it was peaceful, it was beauti-
ful and I got to have a good time and 
learn about the culture from the other 
people playing.”

The benefits of studying abroad 
also reach way past the classroom and 
cultural experiences into helping pave 
the way for students to have a success-
ful future. That point truly hit home 
for Briones on the final day of his stay 
in Scotland.

“I talked with Dr. Tomlin in the 
taxi ride home and she gave me some 
of the best advice I have ever re-
ceived,” Briones said. “She said, ‘Josh, 
the things you have done, the things 
you have experienced and the work 
you have put into your education will 
pay off in your career, not only in pre-
paring you, but the fact that you have 
the initiative and the determination to 
do things such as travel the world and 
take risks. These qualities will truly 
take you far. Do not settle and always 
seek the adventure.’”

“That was one of the best evenings 
of my life,” he added. “Not only was 
my college career over, but an adven-
ture was just beginning for me and I 
truly felt prepared.”

To Tomlin, that is what studying 
abroad is all about.  

“Students who go on multiple trips 
have a great curiosity about them and 
usually just really want to see the 
world,” Tomlin said. “It really expands 
their horizons.” .

Hundreds of parents have sent their 
college-age kids to study abroad 
through ASU’s International Stud-

ies program, but two sets of San Angelo 
parents are the all-time record holders. 

Harold and LaQueta Shelburne sent 
each of their three daughters overseas as 
part of the Summer Study Abroad program.  
Dr. Richard and Jan Roberts sent three of 
their four sons. For the Shelburnes, it was 
their oldest daughter, Mercyla, who got the 
ball rolling in 1993 when she signed up to 
study in Germany.

“It was sort of a leap of faith for us to let 
her go,” LaQueta Shelburne said. “Because 
she had lived at home and attended ASU, 
there was a little money to work with and I 
thought it was a good thing for her to spread 
her wings and go out and do a few things.  
Also, because Dr. (Sharynn) Tomlin was 
going, we didn’t have as many qualms about 
Mercyla going.”

Once Mercyla had accustomed her par-
ents to the idea, she was followed through 
the program by her sisters, Mesha, who 
went to Scotland in 1998, and Meagan, 
who went to both Scotland and Mexico five 
years later.

“They all came back with equally posi-
tive experiences,” LaQueta said. “The main 
thing for us was that they learned to get 
along with people from other countries and 
to experience other cultures. You can read 
about stuff in a book, but when you are over 
there, it’s just a completely different thing.”

For the Roberts, the decision to let their 
kids study abroad came easier in 2002 when 
their second son, Bailey, wanted to study in 
Scotland. That it was a school program and 
not just a vacation swung the decision in the 
brothers’ favor.

“We thought, ‘they are going to get 
some credit for their schooling, they would 
be around their peers for a support group 
and be able to interrelate to other cultures,’” 
Richard Roberts said. “I thought it was a 
great thing because once you’ve stepped 
out, you’re not afraid to step out again.”

Bailey’s successful stint overseas also 
helped open the door for his younger broth-
ers, Michael, who went to Scotland in 2003, 
and Steven, who went to Costa Rica as a 
graduate student in 2005.

“They were glad they went, but they 
were so thankful for where they came 
from,” Richard said. “That’s another aspect 
we wanted them to see because sometimes 
you don’t appreciate what you have until 
you see what other places are like.”

“When they went to the university and 
they graduated, there was a sense of new 
confidence in them that came about through 
those years,” Jan Roberts added. “I think 
the same thing happened when they went 
on their trips. They came back with a new 
inner confidence like ‘hey, I’m a grown-up 
now and I can deal with life.’”

Such parent testimonials are music to 
the ears of Dr. Sharynn Tomlin, director of 
ASU’s Center for International Studies.

“The first time I heard that, I hoped it 
was a good thing,” Tomlin said. “Then, 
when they sent the next child, I realized 
it must have worked out pretty well be-
cause they are sending another one with 
me. By the time I got the third one, I fig-
ured they must really see some value in 
our programs.”

However, while their parents were more 
concerned with the cultural and academic 
advantages of studying abroad, the siblings 
of both families had slightly different rea-
sons for wanting to go.

“I chose to study abroad because it had 
always been a dream of mine to go to Eu-
rope,” Mercyla said. “At the time I went on 
the trip, I was completely fascinated with 
international business and jumped at the 
opportunity to study abroad.”

“My decision to study abroad,” said 
Bailey Roberts, “was mainly fueled by my 
desire to see a bit of the world while still in 
college and with the freedom to travel. We 
all knew that once we began our careers, 
the chance to go overseas for five-and-a-
half weeks was slim.”



Angelo State University Magazine  SPRING 2008  1�

ue is from the experience itself.  I think even 
the parents will tell you that their kids had 
a better understanding of the world when 
they got back and they took more responsi-
bility for their actions and their educations 
than they did before.”

Both sets of parents agreed that their 
children’s experiences were well worth the 
time and money.

“They do a great job of watching out for 
them, letting them have enough structure 
and have enough freedom to make it worth-
while,” Richard Roberts said.  “I definitely 
recommend the program to other families.”

“If you and your child have a good rela-
tionship such that you can trust them to go 
over there and spend your money and the 
university’s money wisely and come back a 
better, more knowledgeable person, I abso-
lutely would recommend it,” LaQueta Shel-
burne said.  

“We don’t live in this world by ourselves,” 
she continued, “and we are not a country 
unto ourselves. I think the fact that they saw 
that there are other people and other ways of 
doing things out there was very important 
and remains important to them.” .

LaQueta and Harold 

Shelburne, above, and 

Jan and Richard Roberts, 

left, found great 

value in sending their 

children to study abroad.
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“I wanted to see European culture for 
myself and it was also a way to break my 
bonds for a time and just live,” Michael Rob-
erts said. “I didn’t communicate with people 
in San Angelo like a lot of my class. Part of 
going was making it my own experience.”

When asked about the highlights of their 
trips abroad, the students’ answers also had 
little to do with classroom activities, rang-
ing instead from golfing in Ireland and 
seeing Edinburgh Castle and Loch Ness in 
Scotland, to a night at the Moulin Rouge in 
Paris and a trip to the London theatre dis-
trict. But, that doesn’t mean that they didn’t 
learn anything along the way.

“I got to get a flavor for the whole coun-
try and I never would have done that without 
going on the trip,” Meagan Shelburne said. 
“I always had a bit of the negative attitude 
about Mexico that people get from visiting 
the border towns like Acuna and Juarez. So, 
I’m really glad that I did the trip and gave 
Mexico the opportunity to make a better 
impression.”

“I would recommend study abroad to 
everyone that wants to experience Europe 
and other foreign countries,” Bailey said. “I 
had such a great time and met many good 
people while on my trip. Students have the 
opportunity to join group activities and tours 
that give you a really fun experience.”

Regardless of why they went or whether 
they most enjoyed a Beatles Tour of Lon-
don or a Lenny Kravitz concert in Paris, 
each of the Shelburne and Roberts siblings 
gained a once-in-a-lifetime experience in 
studying abroad.

“It gives the students at ASU the oppor-
tunity to travel to areas and countries that 
they might not ever have the chance to go 
to on their own,” Meagan said. “They see 
things and do things that they might not 
ever be able to afford to do otherwise. It’s 
the best opportunity for a young person at 
the price.”

“It’s great that it goes on their college 
transcripts and they get credit for those 
classes,” Tomlin said. “But, a lot of the val-
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While the ASU Center for Interna-
tional Studies’ Summer Study 
Abroad programs are designed 

for students, the accompanying instructors 
reap many of the same benefits and often 
have just as rewarding a learning experi-
ence as their students.

The faculty members who volunteer 
to coordinate each trip not only do all the 
planning, but also chaperone up to 30 stu-
dents, most with little or no international 
travel experience, teach classes in foreign 
countries and make sure everyone gets 
home in one piece.

On the other hand, they also get to spend 
four to six weeks seeing the sights, meeting 
the people and experiencing the culture of 
places like Costa Rica, Germany, Mexico, 
Russia and Scotland.

Dr. Ed Olson, head of the Government 
Department, is one of ASU’s most well-trav-
eled faculty members, having accompanied 
11 study abroad trips to England, Germany 
and Scotland since 1993. He is currently 
helping coordinate another trip to Scotland 
this summer.

“It’s more than just going in there and 
teaching the classes as you would if you 
were staying here for the summer term,” 
Olson said. “For the faculty members to 
have the full benefit of the experience, they 
need to live and experience things like the 
students do. It’s a 24/7 responsibility while 
they are there, but it’s not all work and there 
is a lot to enjoy.”

Dr. Tom Bankston, head of the Account-
ing, Economics and Finance Department, is 
one of the longest tenured study abroad facul-
ty volunteers. He began coordinating student 
trips to Germany in 1991 and has made seven 
total trips to universities in Winsen and Lüne-
burg. He will be branching out this summer 
when he makes his first journey to Russia.

“It’s interesting going and seeing the plac-
es and being somewhere different,” Bankston 
said. “You get to see how people are different 
and how they view the world differently from 
what we do. Just like it broadens the students’ 
perspectives, it can broaden the perspective 
of the faculty as well. It’s also a different level 
of interaction with the students that they can’t 
get in the classroom.”

In addition to that enhanced contact 

with students, faculty members get to watch 
the growth and maturation of their charges 
over a very short period of time.

“If you are an educator at the college 
level, it is really rare to see the impact that 
you have on an individual student,” Olson 
said. “Occasionally, it will happen in the 
classroom or in your office, but you don’t 
see the kind of impact that you see on one 
of these international experiences. I have 
literally seen students’ lives changed right 
before my eyes, girls becoming women, 
boys becoming men and uneducated people 
becoming educated in a matter of weeks.”

Some faculty members, like French 
professor Dr. Christine Muelsch, also see 
themselves as students during their time at 
the host universities.

“It’s a great opportunity to teach in a 
different setting,” Muelsch said. “It’s also 
a learning experience for the faculty and, 
in turn, faculty members become more un-
derstanding of issues that concern students’ 
ability to learn. It’s a new experience and 
can be very enriching for the faculty.”

Muelsch has accompanied four student 
trips to Lüneburg and is currently planning 
another one for this summer.

However, while they are enjoying all 
those advantages, faculty still have to re-
main alert and remember that the welfare of 
the students is in their hands.

“It’s almost ‘in loco parentis,’ in place 
of the parents’ responsibilities at a college 
level,” said Dr. David Tarver, associate pro-
fessor of curriculum and instruction and 
veteran of three student trips to Germany.  
“Certainly, the students have free time, but 
the majority of their time is very scripted 
and that all has to be coordinated. You also 
have the added responsibility in case there 
is any type of emergency. You have to know 
enough about the culture and language of 
the area you are in to be to be able to take 
care of those.”

The newest summer program encom-
passes the study of ecotourism in Costa 
Rica. Biology professor Dr. Robert Dowler 
accompanied his first study abroad trip 
there in 2006.

“Because of my interest in conservation 
biology,” Dowler said, “we decided that 
ecotourism would be a subject where we 

Ed Olson

Tom Bankston

Elisabeth-Christine Muelsch

Robert Dowler
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could merge international business with bi-
ology. Costa Rica is one of the top destina-
tions for ecotourism in the world and since 
I had never been there, I thought it was an 
exciting chance to see some of these places 
and introduce students to them.”

Like many first-time coordinators, 
Dowler was a bit surprised by the amount 
of work each trip entails.

“I went in pretty naïve about how it 
would all work,” Dowler said. “You need to 
do the background work before you get there 
and the first trip is experimental in a lot of 
ways. You don’t know which programs are 
going to work and which are not.”

But, without all the advance planning 
and other hurdles thrown their way, faculty 
coordinators would not be able to white-wa-
ter raft through the Costa Rican rain forest, 
visit Red Square in Moscow, play golf in the 
Scottish Highlands, visit the Rhine River, 
watch two students get engaged in front 
of the Eiffel Tower or tour the interior of 
Mexico. All the faculty participants agreed 
that the rewards of study abroad trips make 
all the work involved worthwhile.

“To get that kind of international expe-
rience, it changes who you are at the core 
because you see life from a completely 
different viewpoint,” Tarver said. “Even 
if you have traveled, you should be inter-
ested. We have programs that are global, 
so the ability to broaden your horizons is 
there. Imagination becomes vision and you 
get to use that to your advantage and the 
students’ advantage.”

“It may sound far-fetched,” Bankston 
said, “but I think it helps the world overall 
when little by little we get to see more of 
each other.” .

Building upon existing strengths in 
international studies, Angelo State 
University is creating a new Center 
for International and Multicultural 
Studies to ensure that all students 
are versed in the diverse cultural 
environment which will define 
their futures.

One of new President Joseph C. 
Rallo’s primary initiatives, the cen-
ter will house an expanded inter-
national studies curriculum and a 
new multicultural studies program 
designed to broaden the experience 
of all students in a global society.

The new center meshes with 
the university’s goal of being 
designated as a Hispanic Serv-
ing Institution (HSI) by the U.S. 
Department of Education (DOE). 
To quality as an HSI, a university 
must have Hispanic enrollment of 
at least 25 percent. Once designat-
ed HSI, a university is eligible to 
receive supplemental DOE dollars 
to enhance academic programs.  

For the last two falls, ASU’s 
Hispanic enrollment has hovered 
at 23.2 percent. To help reach that 
25 percent goal, the university has 
expanded marketing efforts tar-
geted at Hispanic students.

The university is also exam-
ining the creation of a bachelor’s 
degree in international cultural flu-
ency. The degree will focus on the 
language, culture and traditions of 
selected world regions, including 
the Middle East, Europe, Africa 
and China. The degree will be tar-
geted not only at ASU students, but 
also at Goodfellow Air Force Base 
instructors needing to complete 
their bachelor’s degree.

The international cultural flu-
ency degree is one of several possi-
bilities being examined to provide 
greater educational opportunities 
to the enlisted men and women 
stationed at Goodfellow and to use 
that military resource to increase 
ASU’s enrollment. .

Global Plans

David Tarver pauses in Berlin.

Robert Dowler and students go rafting in Costa Rica.
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With a heart as big as Texas and 
the help of some 80 San Angelo 
families, Barbara Barnhart is 

touching lives around the world.
In the process she has become an am-

bassador of good will for Angelo State 
University and provided a home away from 
home for the dozens of international stu-
dents that come to ASU for all or part of 
their college education.

As the volunteer originator and the on-
going coordinator of ASU’s Host Family 
Program, Barnhart ensures that no inter-
national student arrives as a stranger nor 
leaves without experiencing West Texas 
hospitality and culture.

“To me it is something that has been a huge 
blessing in my life,” Barnhart said. “And, it’s 
a blessing to the host parents as well.”  

ASU Admissions Director Fred Dietz 
agrees. “The Host Family Program provides 
international students with an immediate 
connection to San Angelo and enables new 
students to get acclimated to West Texas 
much quicker.  Through this program, many 
host families will establish friendships that 
will last a lifetime.”

The international perspective on the 
program and its volunteer leadership was 
succinctly described by a former German 
student who attended ASU during the 
2005-06 academic year. Said Henner We-
semann, who earned a B.A. in journalism, 
“Barbara rocks!”

Meghan J. Pace, the international stu-
dent adviser in ASU’s Admissions Office 
said that since the Host Family Program 
began in 2000 she can remember only three 
international students leaving ASU before 
completing their studies.

“Our Host Family Program is a huge re-
tention tool,” Pace said. “We rarely have an Jennifer Uduje of Nigeria turns a scarf into a typical African head wrap for Barbara Barnhart.

by Preston Lewis with Lynsey Flage
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international student leave ASU to transfer 
to another school or to return home because 
of home sickness.”

“Barbara is invaluable to this program,” 
Pace said. “She truly has the best interest of 
each and every student at heart.”

It was the soft spot in her heart that led 
her to suggest the Host Family Program.  
As a board member of the ASU Alumni 
Association, she attended a dinner in 2000 
for Brian Francis, who came from India to 
earn both his B.B.A. and M.B.A. at ASU 
between 1983 and 1986.  

Over dinner Francis related how he had 
arrived by plane in San Angelo two days 
before the residence halls opened in 1983.   
Not knowing a soul and with no one to turn 
to, Francis relied for assistance on a cab 
driver, who took him to a run-down motel 
and dropped him off.

 “That just killed me,” Barnhart said.  
“His first impression of San Angelo was 
that hotel, then he had to stay there two 
days with no welcome, no nothing when 
there are people here that would just want 
to wrap their arms around these kids and 
give them some love.”

“It just kept eating on me,” Barnhart 
said, “and before the night was over I was 
hounding Mike Ryan that we should do 
something.”

Ryan, who was then the vice president 
for university relations and development, 
asked Barnhart to submit a proposal. She 
did and she never forgot his response.  Ryan 
had drawn a traffic signal on her request 
and colored in the green light.  

“That was all the red tape I ever got,” 
Barnhart said.

From such a simple response, the Host 
Family Program has grown to include some 
80 families so that every international stu-
dent has a local connection. Barnhart began 
by hosting a Zimbabwe coed for three years.  
She has since had students from Scotland, 
France, China, Russia and Nigeria.

The first year, the program sponsored a 
reception for all the international students, 
who were then paired with host parents.   

“I started talking with friends of mine, 
telling them they should ‘adopt’ these stu-
dents and agree to do something with the 
kids at least once a month,” Barnhart said.  

Barnhart, class of 1977,  had plenty of 
community contacts, having worked 18 

years at Bentwood Country Club in a va-
riety of capacities, including membership 
and marketing director. Today she is self-
employed as an independent travel agent, as 
an assistant with her two sisters in Barney’s 
Studio and as a watercolorist, her first love.

By the program’s second year, Barnhart 
wanted to make contacts with the students 
and their parents before they ever arrived 
on campus so they would know in advance 
someone would be available to help them 
navigate the uncertainties of a new commu-
nity and a new university in a foreign land.

“Over the summer I would get the 
names of the students who had applied and 
been accepted and I would e-mail them 
with a letter about the program and a form 
to fill out so it would give me a little infor-
mation about them to help with matching 
them with a family of similar interests and 
hobbies,” Barnhart said.  

Based upon their interests and academic 
majors, Barnhart then assigns students to a 
host family. For instance, she will put an 
accounting student with a certified public 
accountant or a drama major with someone 
from the civic theater. Then she has the host 
parents contact the student, usually by e-
mail, and introduce themselves.  

“The actual parents of these students re-
ally think a lot of this because they know 
their child will know someone before arriv-
ing in San Angelo,” Barnhart said.  

The host parents and Barnhart, when she 
is available, meet each international student 
at the airport. The hosts present each inter-
national guest with a gift bag that includes 
snacks, bottled water, fruit, breakfast bars 
and whatever else might be appropriate. Ad-
ditionally, the host family provides sheets, 
blanket and pillow for the first few nights as 
the arriving students seldom have room in 
their limited baggage for such bulky items. 
The host family then accompanies the stu-
dent to the residence hall and helps each get 
settled. When flight schedules allow, the host 
family takes the new student to dinner.

On the second day, host parents take the 
student to a grocery or department store so 
they can buy any sundries, clothing or other 
supplies they may need to get ready for the 
start of classes. The Sunday before the fall 
semester starts, the host families and all the 
international students attend a huge wel-
come party on a ranch west of town.  

“We cook hamburgers and all the host 
families bring two or three dishes,” Barn-
hart said. “It’s a big pot luck supper and a 
great icebreaker for everyone.  The kids and 
the host parents get to meet other students.”

Besides meeting new international 
friends, the social gives the new students a 
taste of West Texas life, whether it’s wading 
in the creek, chasing armadillos or taking 
Jeep rides around the open spaces that are 
often alien to the new arrivals.  

Additionally, the program hosts a Christ-
mas party at the end of the fall semester and 
a spring celebration as well. The host parents 
are encouraged to do at least one activity a 
month with their international guest.

Wesemann, who spent a year with Bettie 
and Clovis Olsak, said, “I am a family guy. 
That’s why I enjoyed everyday events like 
eating together, going to ball games, spend-
ing time at the lake, having a barbecue, har-
vesting pecans, running errands, talking, etc. 
I love doing simple things with my family. 
All these things made me feel at home.”

Since the program began, the Olsaks 
have hosted one French and five German 
students, but have had to slow down this 
year because of age. “Oh, how I miss it,” 
Bettie said.  

Daniela Mendez, a junior financial man-
agement major, and Brissa Arvizo, an inter-
national business major, both from Chihua-
hua, Mexico, have grown acquainted with 
Ken and Donna Whitley through the Host 
Family Program.

Host parents Ken and Donna Whitley  

are San Angelo family to Daniela Mendez, 

Lena Wilking, seated, and Brissa Arvizo.
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ASU alumni Mary and Jerry Wilson 
have been host parents since 2000, tak-
ing on students from Kenya, Scotland and 
Germany.

“We enjoy learning about the different 
customs and traditions unique to each stu-
dent,” said Mary Wilson. “Although most of 
our students have a link to the United King-
dom, their own country’s language, music, 
dress and food are still very evident.  

“We have had a couple of students gradu-
ate from ASU and we are so proud of them 
and their accomplishments, especially since 
we didn’t have children of our own,” she said. 
“It is extremely satisfying to know we may 
have had just a small part in this process.”  

Wilson compared the program to get-
ting a child without having to go through 
the diaper stage. However, that does not 
mean some host families miss the bicycle 
stage.  Just ask Pam and Bill Holubec, who 
have participated in the program since 2003 
and have been mentors to students from 
Zimbabwe and Mexico.

This past summer when one of their in-
ternational students faced some financial 
problems and needed transportation, the 
Holubec’s church provided a new bicycle for 
her to commute to campus and to her job.   

“She had never ridden a bicycle before,” 
Pam Holubec said, “so we taught her. We 
must have been quite a sight, two middle-
aged folks running alongside a 20-year-old 
on a very wobbly bicycle. We huffed and 
puffed back and forth on our street and in a 

“For me they are like a real family be-
cause I know they will be there whenever 
I need them,” Mendez said. “Donna and 
Ken have always made me feel welcome 
in this country and have made everything 
easier for me.”

Said Arvizo, “They practically adopted 
all the Mexican students and they have ad-
vised us well. They are very friendly and 
patient with my English problems.”

Another benefit of their association with 
the Whitleys is Ken’s brownies, which have 
been known to accompany the young wom-
en on their visits home.  

“His brownies are famous in my home 
in Chihuahua,” Arvizo said.  

A host parent since 2006, Donna Whit-
ley said, “We love young people. They are 
so full of life and energy and they are very 
curious about Americans. Our sons are 
overseas, working and experiencing diverse 
cultures and we wanted these students to 
have a positive experience in the United 
States and San Angelo.

“It’s never a dull moment,” Whitley 
continued. “We are creating bonds with 
other people from all over the world. It’s so 
exciting to be a part of a young person’s life 
and see them grow in so many ways. We 
also have learned they love good chocolate 
and homemade brownies. They never seem 
to tire of that!”

While ASU’s international guests may 
benefit from brownie diplomacy, the host 
families earn educational and cultural divi-
dends as well.   

Admissions Director Dietz said, “Not 
only is the program wonderful for the inter-
national students attending ASU, but it also 
provides the host family with exposure to 
international cultures and ideologies with-
out having to leave West Texas.”

Barnhart agreed, “We are this small, 
homey West Texas town and some of our 
residents are not so worldly. This brings 
all of these cultures into their homes. They 
and their children get exposed to someone 
from India or Russia, Germany or France, 
exchanging new ideas and learning about 
each other in a family atmosphere. 

“These students are smart. They’re in-
dependent. They’re happy and it’s a privi-
lege for them to be going to school here.  
That is the type of attitude they bring with 
them,” she said.

nearby parking lot until she could ride with 
a bit of confidence.  

“We laughed and she screamed. It was a 
bit scary for her,” Holubec continued.  “The 
first time she rode to ASU without me, I 
was a nervous wreck until she arrived safely 
home that evening.”

Whether homemade brownies or bi-
cycle lessons, those are the serendipi-
tous activities Barnhart never anticipated 
when she initiated the program. What she 
did plan was a variety of entertainment 
and cultural activities, including trips to 

Brice and Danyel Nengsu, from left, hang out with  

Mary and Jerry Wilson in the Houston Harte University center.

Tanya Mombeyarara and Kay Mokake, from left,  

visit the home of host parents Pam and Bill Holubec.



Angelo State University Magazine  SPRING 2008  1�

the symphony and openings at the San 
Angelo Museum of Fine Arts. Soliciting 
unneeded tickets as well as transporta-
tion from host families, she tries to give 
students multiple chances each semester 
to experience the cultural opportunities 
available in San Angelo.

Barnhart tells the story of one French 
student who told her friends she was coming 
to America to study. They were excited for 
her until she told them ASU was in Texas.  
“Oh,” her friends said, “they just don’t have 
any culture over there. It’s all cowboys and 
Indians and no culture whatsoever.”

At the last social for international stu-
dents before the young woman returned to 
France, she announced to everyone, “Since I 
have been in Texas I have been to more sym-
phonies than I have in my whole life and I’ve 
been to more art exhibits and cultural events 
than in all my past years put together.”

Barnhart said, “It made me cry almost 
when she said I am going home and tell 
them that Texas is not like they think it is.”

A self-described Francophile who 
spends about five weeks each spring paint-
ing water colors of the villages and flowers 
in southern France, Barnhart said the con-
tact helps both students and host families 
overcome their stereotypes and fears.

In 2003 when France opposed the U.S. 
intervention in Iraq and “french fries” sud-
denly became “freedom fries” in this coun-
try, Barnhart received a query from a wor-
ried French student who was preparing to 
attend ASU.

“He said he was concerned about com-
ing to Texas and how they felt about us,” 
Barnhart recalled. “Of course, he was talk-
ing to a person who loves France so I e-
mailed him back and I said they don’t hate 
you over here. I will put you with a family 

that adores France and I personally adore 
France so don’t even worry about it.”

“Sometimes I don’t think we realize how 
far they are from home and maybe what 
their homeland situation is and how scared 
they might be,” Barnhart said. “Once they 
have been in the program, ASU remains a 
major piece of their lives. They don’t forget 
it and they are appreciative of everything.” 

Once they return home, Barnhart keeps 
up with them all through periodic e-mails.  
When she is in France, she tries to visit with 
as many as she can.  

“You just get very blessed when you are 
a host parent and then I am blessed a hun-
dredfold because I am around all of them,” 
Barnhart said.  “I don’t have any children of 
my own but I now have like 350 children all 
over the world.  It makes me very happy to 
see all the smiles from this program.”  .

To see what some of ASU’s  

international students are  

doing now, visit the Magazine’s  

bonus features on the Web at 

www.angelo.edu/ASUMagazine 

and read “Where Are They Now?”
Scene from southern France

Barbara Barnhart at her easel
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His early interest in the crusades and 
a serendipitous Fulbright Fellow-
ship led Angelo State University 

English Professor Chris Ellery on a 1999 
pilgrimage of his own to Syria.

The 10-month experience, followed by 
return trips in 2001 and 2005, changed his 
outlook forever.

“What it did for me,” said Dr. Ellery, 
“was give me more of a sense that bound-
aries aren’t really important.  I now de-
fine myself much more as a human being 
and a citizen of the world, not just as an 
American.”

In the process, Ellery picked up a con-
versational knowledge of Arabic, translated 
the short stories of a popular Syrian writer, 
made acquaintance with two young Syrians 
who would come to ASU to earn master’s 
degrees in literature and toured the country 
while getting to know people at all levels of 
Syrian society.

“My travel in Syria, I think, is what the 
Fulbright program had in mind,” Ellery 
said.  “So much of the contact that other 
countries have with America is of an ex-
ploitive nature.  We go for the oil, we go for 
business or we go for something else.  

“The Fulbright is a chance for people to 
interact at the human level, for scholars to 
exchange ideas,” he said.  “It gives Ameri-
cans a chance to go abroad and learn about 
a culture.  It gives Syrians a chance to come 
to America to present their point of view 
and learn about our system, our values and 
our way of life.  The Fulbright is an oppor-
tunity to make contact in a very humanistic 
way with no strings attached, no exploita-
tions behind it.”

by Preston Lewis
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Ellery became an accidental tourist in 
Syria because the Middle Eastern nation 
was not on his original list of countries 
when he first applied for a Fulbright.  He 
was interested in an Islamic country be-
cause of his fascination with the crusades, 
the subject of a play he wrote for San Ange-
lo Civic Theater in the mid-1990s, and his 
desire to learn more about the religion than 
he had picked up in Sunday school classes 
at the Episcopal Church of the Good Shep-
herd.  Morocco, Tunisia and even Uganda 
were his initial choices.  When those coun-
tries had more applications than openings, 
a Fulbright official suggested he change his 
request to Syria.  

“I didn’t know much about Syria, just 
roughly where it was,” he said.  “I did a lit-
tle research and it seemed very appealing to 
me.  So, I rewrote the application and sent it 
in.  It was a wonderful serendipity because I 
had no real knowledge of Syria.  When I re-
ceived the Fulbright and would say I’m go-
ing to Syria, people would ask where’s that.  
Like most Americans, I was pretty ignorant 
about anything related to Syria.”

Part of the reason was simply that Syr-
ia had remained in the orbit of the Soviet 
Union until its collapse in the late 1980s.  
With so much of U.S. attention focused on 
Iran, Iraq, Israel, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 
in the Middle East, Syria was almost a re-
gional footnote in the minds of Americans.  

When his revised application was 
accepted, Ellery was assigned to teach 
American literature at the University of 
Aleppo in Aleppo, Syria. His classes, in-
cluding one diploma or graduate section, 
were a survey of American literature, an-

other on American poetry and a seminar 
on the American novel. Although he went 
to Syria as a teacher, he became a student 
of the country and its people.

“I think the friendliness of the country 
is what surprised me,” Ellery said. “You 
hear a lot about Middle Eastern and Arab 
hospitality, but no matter how much you 
hear, I wasn’t prepared for it.  I think Texas 
is the friendship state, but I would never 
imagine feeding you from my own plate 
with the spoon I am eating from.  It was that 
sort of extreme traditional hospitality that 
surprised me.  While you don’t see that ev-
erywhere, certainly not among the educated 
people, it is an illustration of how deeply in-
grained those customs are.”

Another aspect of the Syrian life that 
he did not anticipate was the attitude of the 
people toward America.  

“I was surprised at the pro-American 
sentiment in the country,” Ellery said. “I 
was surprised at how many people wanted 
to come to America, almost everybody.  
How much they know about American cul-
ture was also very surprising.”

Ellery recalled riding a bus from Palmyra 
back to Aleppo and the conversations coming 
to a stop when the driver’s assistant started a 
video of Michael Jackson’s “Thriller.”

“Their familiarity of American pop cul-
ture in particular was, in my mind, often a 
bad thing because they would form many 
of their attitudes toward American values 
from the movies and you can imagine the 
misconceptions that might result in.”

While the people were generally 
knowledgeable and respectful about Amer-
ican government, politics and institutions, 
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Modern blends with traditional on streets of Aleppo. Crossing the Euphrates

Resident of ancient Roman  

city of Palmyra

The Citadel of Aleppo
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the students in his literature classes were 
fascinated in and critical of one aspect of 
American history.

“We had very interesting discussions about 
Huckleberry Finn,” Ellery said.  “Huckleber-
ry Finn is very much a book that addresses 
racism and exposes American racism and the 
dark side of the American dream and that 
had a lot of appeal to some of the advanced 
students.  I was often questioned why it took 
us so long to free the slaves.  Even as there 
was this interest in America and respect for 
the American constitution and political struc-
tures, there was also a fascination in the dark 
side of America, slavery in particular.”  

Whether exploring slavery or the nov-
els of Ernest Hemingway, Ellery found the 
students attentive, inquisitive and ener-
getic.  One young woman, Asmahan Sal-
lah, was particularly so.  Sallah, who was 
translating into English the short stories of 
Syrian playwright Walid Ikhlassi, asked 
first to audit Ellery’s graduate course and 
then for his assistance in the Ikhlassi trans-
lations.  The result of their collaboration 
after a 2001 return to Syria for Ellery was 
the English publication of Ikhlassi’s What 
Happened to Antara.

“What interested me about the book,” 
said Ellery, “was the way Walid approached 
modernism and the questions of cultural 
boundaries, how Syrian life in particular 
but life in the Arab world in general has 
been affected by modernism and European 
encroachment into Syria.  It is a collection 
that very much explores the conflict between 
a modern Syria and a traditional Syria.  He 
wants Syria to be progressive and modern, 
but I think also he’s very nostalgic for those 
traditionally defining ways of life and char-
acter traits that make Syria great.”  

Ellery said the lessons from What Hap-
pened to Antara are applicable today both 
in Syria and the United States.

“Just as we are involved in a culture war 
right now, so is Syria, so is most of the Mid-
dle East,” he said. “There’s a very progressive 
faction eager to westernize and modernize, 
very attracted to capitalism.  You have an-
other faction or group of people who are very 
traditional, want to maintain these traditional 
things and are suspicious of capitalism.”

His co-translator Sallah would later 
come to ASU to earn her master’s degree 
in literature. Another Syrian student, Malek 
Muhammad, attended ASU for his master’s 
degree in English after meeting Ellery. Both 
Syrian scholars went on to Texas A&M 
University to work on their doctorates.  

Sallah’s and Muhammad’s American 
experiences are an indirect benefit of the 
Fulbright in Ellery’s mind, but the biggest 
benefit was his own personal enlighten-
ment, resulting from both the Fulbright and 
ASU’s funding and administrative support 
of his two subsequent trips to Syria.

 “Everywhere that I would talk about 
American values, which was the theme of 
several lectures, I quickly realized that most 
of the things we value in the United States, 
Syrians value too,” said Ellery, who returned 
to Syria a third time in 2005 to write poetry.  

“They are not American values, they 
are human values:  the right to a decent way 
of living; to use our God-given talents to 
the best of our abilities; to take care of our 
families; to live in safety and freedom; to 
enjoy the fruits of our labor; and to have op-
portunities, the various things that we think 
of as America’s contributions to the world.  

“Well, these are human values and Syr-
ians want them too.” .

Border Crossing
by Chris Ellery

When you go in search of what you want

the world to be,

expect a long journey.

Expect deserts, battlefields, ghettoes, 

ghost towns, hurricanes, bullets.

Expect lost luggage and ruined houses, walls  

to climb or go around.

The bus you ride on will be cramped, 

hot, sweaty, smelling of animals.

You will walk a lot, 

under moonlight and sunlight, stones

bruising your feet.

You will have trouble with schedules.

Your connecting flight will leave

too early, too late, without you, 

cancelled or delayed.

Too much time at stations, waiting, 

or not enough.

When you cross borders

you will unpack everything, 

show your whole life

to the yawning guard, 

repack with haste to keep the line moving.

It will almost always be night

when you arrive in a strange country

in search of what you want

the world to be. 

When you walk from the station at dawn

into a city of strange words, 

walk as if you are home

ready to live now

in the dancing that you see, 

in the world as it actually is.  

Sunrise at the ancient Roman city of Palmyra Syrian village child
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The maternal grandfather that 
John Eusebio Klingemann 
never knew has led him on a 

journey of discovery not only about 
the soldier in the Mexican Revolution 
but also about himself.  

Along the way, Klingemann has 
earned a prestigious Fulbright Fellowship 

and has reached a better understanding of his 
grandfather and the other revolutionaries, today 

mostly nameless, who fought under the command of 
Pancho Villa for the cause of the Revolution.

Had it not been for his grandfather who died a year before his own birth, 
Klingemann questions whether he would ever have become a member of the 
Angelo State University history faculty. Such, though, was the power not 
only of his grandfather himself, but also of the history he lived through, that 
Klingemann’s career would be shaped by them.  

“We all know about Pancho Villa,” Klingemann said,  “but few people 
know who were his men and women, where they came from, what they did for 
a living prior to the Revolution or what goals did they hope to achieve through 
the Revolution.”

Eusebio Franco Rodriguez was a Villista and his mystique crossed two 
generations to touch his young grandson’s life. Rodriguez’s daughter became 
Klingemann’s mother. A Mexican national, she married an American of Ger-
man descent and settled in Terlingua, where her deputy sheriff husband pa-
trolled the vastness of Brewster County, Texas’ largest, while Klingemann 
was growing up. The young Klingemann would spend part of his summers 
visiting his maternal grandmother in Ojinaga.

“One day my grandmother just out of the blue struck up this conversation 
about my grandfather,” Klingemann said. “She told me he was a veteran of the 
Mexican Revolution and he had fought in Northern Mexico.”  

Klingemann, like many young boys, was fascinated with battle and had 
his own army of one G.I. Joe. So when he learned of his grandfather’s military 
experience, he was doubly proud. The more he talked about it, the more he 
discovered that many of his friends had grandparents or great grandparents 
who had participated in the Mexican Revolution.

While Villistas might have been respected in Mexico, they were generally 
considered peasants, opportunists or, at worst, bandits by many historians. If 
Klingemann did not set out to clear the reputation of Villistas like his grand-

by Preston Lewis
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how Mexico came out of a revolution and 
successfully managed the ensuing peace 
can provide direction to other countries 
trying to overcome the tumult of rebellion.  
Not all countries and revolutions are the 
same, certainly, but they can offer some les-
sons despite those differences.

Fulbright Fellowships help American 
scholars like Klingemann understand the 
similarities and the differences by living in 
another country.

“Just going to the grocery story and 
buying groceries can teach you a lot about 
another country,” Klingemann said, even 
though he had spent part of his childhood 
in Mexico.  

Receiving a Fulbright, one of the most 
prestigious awards open to U.S. academi-
cians, provided a value lesson in his own life.  

“It doesn’t matter where you come from 
or what you do,” Klingemann said, “you 
can achieve such a prestigious award in the 
United States.  I came from Terlingua where 
we didn’t even have a local high school.”

Just to get to a high school, Klingemann 
had to arise each day at 5 a.m. and be on the 
bus by 5:40 a.m. for the two-hour ride to 
Alpine High School. Though Terlingua was 
a great place for a boy to grow up because 
of the limitless chances for camping, hunt-
ing, fishing, rafting and just exploring the 
great outdoors, few job opportunities and 
fewer role models were available for young 
Mexican Americans.

Many of Klingemann’s friends dropped 
out of high school. Few went to college.  
Some died young.  

“The point of what I tell people is 
to look what I have accomplished, com-
ing from where I did,” Klingemann said.  
“Sometimes I do sit back, catch myself in 
the moment and think wow.”  

For Klingemann, his life’s journey has 
been one not just of historical exploration 
but also of self-discovery, all made pos-
sible by the legacy of the grandfather he 
never met. .

ally rising to the rank of colonel by 1955.
As word of his research spread, Klinge-

mann began to receive calls and e-mails 
from descendants of others who, by family 
tradition, also fought for the cause of the 
Revolution. He takes their names and those 
of their ancestors in case he encounters 
them in any records of the time.

“I see my work not just as a scholarly 
contribution to the general studies of the 
Revolution,” Klingemann said, “but as an 
opportunity for people to learn a little about 
their own past.”

And though the Villistas may have lost 
the Revolution militarily, Klingemann be-
lieves they succeeded in their primary goal:  
to get more land for their people. Even 
though the armed phase of the Revolution 
ended in 1920, part of the settlement led to 
the granting of four “military colonies,” as 
Klingemann describes them, to Villa and 
his soldiers. These colonies in the states of 
Chihuahua and Durango were large land 
grants that maintained the military hierar-
chy and distributed property according to 
the rank of the former revolutionaries.  

“If you want to get theoretical about the 
military colonies,” Klingemann said, “it’s 
really a way to bring people into the fold of 
society. They may have been defeated, but 
here’s land and it’s also a way to keep them 
quiet.  And, it worked.”

Perhaps the most intriguing part of 
Klingemann’s research is his examination of 
whether or not the revolutionaries were able 
to reintegrate themselves into the fabric of 
the society they tore asunder. His findings 
are that they did, ultimately becoming part 
of the very society they wanted to reform.  
His grandfather is a perfect example, being 
incorporated into the very Mexican Army 
that he had fought against.

Such findings are more than esoteric 
musings on the past because they have ap-
plications in any part of the world under-
going turmoil, whether in the Middle East, 
Africa or South America. Understanding 

father, he certainly was determined to learn 
more about them when he started college at 
Sul Ross State University and then went on 
to earn his master’s degree in history there.  

By the time he started working on his 
doctorate at the University of Arizona, 
Klingemann wanted to examine Villis-
tas before, during and after the revolution.  
What he has found is changing notions 
about who they really were.  

“The information I have recovered,” 
said Klingemann, “points to the Villistas 
not just as peasants but also as middle class 
people, school teachers, local municipal 
government officials, people tied to money, 
elites, people from all walks of life.   

“That’s really interesting,” he contin-
ued, “because a lot of scholars argue that it 
was a class struggle. However, if you look 
at the revolution, it was more of a popular 
movement because it incorporated every-
body from Mexican society.”

Klingemann suggested that previous 
American perceptions of the Villistas were 
not necessarily a function of bias as much 
as the limited accessibility of Mexican re-
cords up until now.  

The receipt of a García-Robles Fulbright 
Fellowship in 2006 allowed Klingemann 
to spend nine months in Mexico during 
the 2006-07 academic year to scour newly 
opened collections in government archives 
and several private holdings throughout 
northern Mexico and in Mexico City.  In all, 
Klingemann inspected materials in almost 
40 public and private archives.

“One of the unfortunate characteris-
tics of the Revolution is that many archives 
were destroyed,” Klingemann said.  “If your 
grandfather or great grandfather fought as a 
Villista, chances are no records exist today.”

Klingemann, for instance, was unable to 
find any documents related to his grandfa-
ther during the revolutionary period between 
1910 and 1920, though the paper trail does 
reappear after that when his grandfather be-
came a soldier in the Mexican Army, eventu-

Mexican Revolution scenes from the holdings of the West Texas Collection
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D
espite speaking only a smat-
tering of Russian, Dr. Steve 
Reames has taught at a Russian 
university, received a Fulbright 

Scholar Grant to conduct research in Russia 
and even married a Russian national.

It was during his first trip to Russia in 
1995, done at the urging of his colleagues at a 
University of Maryland branch in Japan, that 
Reames met Tatiana, now his wife of seven 
years. While courting Tatiana, Reames also 
fell in love with her home country.

“I met my wife and then traveled back 
two more times to see her,” Reames said.  “I 
began to discover the people, who are very 
warm, very open, very deep culturally and 
very traditional in their family values. I was 
really attracted to them and found we have 
more in common than you think.”

When Reames arrived at ASU in 2001, 
he saw the ideal opportunity to start a Rus-
sian study abroad program through the 
Center for International Studies. After go-
ing through the approval process, he took 
the first group of 10 ASU students to Kuban 
State University in Krasnodar, Russia, in 
the summer of 2004.

“It was just a marvelous experience,” 
Reames said. “I conducted classes for two 
weeks, spent a weekend in the Caucasus 
Mountains, traveled to Gelendzhik on the 
Black Sea for a weekend, then flew out to 
St. Petersburg for a week of tours, then the 
overnight train to Moscow. We spent a week 
touring Moscow and it was all all-inclusive, 
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participated in a Youth Exchange Program 
International Conference in Gelendzhik. 
He also acted as the U.S. representative 
at a multi-national conference on seismic 
studies of the Black Sea and conducted en-
terprise resource planning seminars and a 
workshop on web development for a local 
consulting firm.

“There was a lot that went on while I was 
there and I did a lot of traveling,” Reames 
said. “But, it was very worthwhile. I had an 
apartment there and they furnished me with 
two translators, so I was treated very well.”

His time at KSU also gave Reames 
the chance to get a more comprehensive 
overview of the Russian university system, 
which he discovered is very different from 
those found in the U.S.

“The universities are accredited by a 
commission in Moscow, but they are run 
like an enterprise,” Reames said. “It’s a cor-
porate structure and everything is based on 
money. They are not state-run as we might 
think. They are run as a business.”

That monetary influence also extends 
to the admissions office. According to 
Reames, Russian students who are not in 
the top 5 percent of their class can just buy 
their way in to a university. Instructors are 
also paid so poorly that almost all of them 
have other jobs that provide their primary 
incomes, which may explain their unusual 
methods in the classroom.

“I went in and sat at the back of a class 
to observe their teaching style and there 
is no teaching style,” Reames said. “They 
come in and they lecture. Then, the norm is 
to have the top students, who sit in the front 
rows, come up to the board and regurgitate 
the lesson from the day before. The rest of 
the class is pretty much chaos and it’s hard 
for other educators to understand because 
they really are very brilliant students and 
their minds are wonderful.”

The classroom chaos included students 
talking on cell phones, chatting and gener-
ally ignoring the instructor. Reames said 
they can get away with it because the only 
grade that matters is on their final exams.  
But, when it was his turn to lead the class, 
Reames decided to use his own style that in-
cluded interaction with the students, Power-
Point presentations and asking them to turn 
off their cell phones.

“I asked them questions to get feedback 
and to see if they were getting the informa-
tion,” Reames said. “I made it kind of funny 
on some things and we laughed at each oth-
er and a type of synergy was created. They 
enjoyed anything western.”

But, it wasn’t all work for Reames. In 
between classes, conferences and seminars, 
he did a lot of sight-seeing, attended week-
end festivals and took trips to the moun-
tains, beaches and lakes, often with the 
Krasnodar Rotary Club.

meals, lodging, everything. It was very rea-
sonable in cost.”

It was such a positive experience that 
shortly afterwards, ASU and KSU entered 
into a formal student exchange agreement. 
Reames, along with finance professor Dr. 
Tom Bankston, will accompany the next 
ASU study abroad trip to KSU this summer.

Interaction with his teaching peers at 
KSU also prompted Reames to apply for 
a Fulbright Scholar Grant to return for 
more teaching and research. Upon receiv-
ing the grant, he spent a very busy six 
months in Russia from August of 2006 to 
January of 2007.

“It was a wonderful experience,” 
Reames said. “I taught courses in interna-
tional business, management strategies and 
management information systems to stu-
dents in the KSU Department of Econom-
ics. I was also invited to speak at two other 
local universities and one in Rostov.”

During his stay, Reames also present-
ed a paper and conducted informational 
seminars for a week in Siberia at Irkutsk 
Technological Institute and conducted 
seminars and lectures at the American 
Cultural Exchange in Rostov. Through 
the Rotary Club, he got involved in a chil-
dren’s Hospice program in Krasnodar and 
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“There was never a time when I couldn’t 
have been active in something,” Reames 
said. “Each place I visited, they went out 
of their way to be very warm, entertaining 
and traditional.”

On both his business and pleasure trips, 
Reames also had the chance to see how the 
Russian country and culture has evolved 
since his first venture 12 years ago.

“In the years that I’ve been to Rus-
sia since the early 1990s, it has totally 
changed,” Reames said. “There is an ex-
plosion of building going on, especially in 
southern Russia because the Olympics will 
be held there in 2014. It’s economically very 
sound. Their main problem remains the so-
cial and political issues with corruption.”

“It’s a very civil country and the laws 
are very strict,” he added. “Usually most 
problems are handled within the family or 
community. You rarely see the police get 
involved because police are not trusted very 
much, along with their politicians.”

Reames’ affection for Russia can be seen 
in his office, which is adorned with flags, 
certificates, souvenirs and presents from his 
various excursions. He is particularly proud 
of a pen-holder set that was given to him 
following one of his seminars and features a 
globe with all the writing in Russian.

The Russian influence can also be seen 
in Reames’ personal life. He has two daugh-
ters, both named Sasha. His wife, Tatiana, 
also maintains close ties with her homeland 
by making annual visits. But, at least for 
now, Reames must be content to mark the 
days off the calendar until he can return this 
summer to his adopted second home. .

Find out how Dr. Steve Reames’ Russian 

experience brought Irina Reshetnikova, 

above left, to ASU.  Visit the Magazine’s 

bonus features on the Web at  

www.angelo.edu/ASUMagazine  

and read “There and Back Again.”Sunset over Krasnodar, Russia

Steve Reames at Russian festival
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Angelo State junior Christopher Odom 
 is a helper.
Last year the outfielder helped the Rams 

to the Division II College World Series and 
for the nine years prior to that he has helped 
humanity through various church mission 
and personal trips that have taken him to 
Colorado, Louisiana and Mississippi in the 
United States and to Guatemala, El Salva-
dor and Germany abroad.  

As a result of his ventures, Odom has 
seen things that most young people can only 
imagine.  From assisting people in impover-
ished countries to providing cleanup from 
the devastation left by natural disasters, 
Odom has experienced what most Ameri-
cans have only seen on television. Those 
experiences have been some of the most re-
warding opportunities of his life.

Through the Grace Avenue United 
Methodist Church of Frisco, Odom has 
worked to build homes for families in El 
Salvador and Guatemala or has helped peo-
ple in Louisiana deal with the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina.  

“The trip to El Salvador was probably 
the best one I have been on,” Odom said, in 
spite of the backbreaking work.

“We were down there for one week and 
built houses for two families,” Odom said.  
“One day all we did was swing pick axes 
to break ground on the foundations for the 
houses. By the end of the week we had 
some of the kids on whose houses we were 
building help us out, along with friends of 
those families.”

Diamond 
Helper

“The final night we were there they put 
on a festival that included local dancing 
and skits by the children,” he said. “To see 
the appreciation the people there had for us 
makes it all worth it.”

A year earlier, Odom saw first-hand the 
destruction of Mother Nature when he went 
to Katrina-ravaged Louisiana. To this day, 
Odom is shocked at what the people lived 
through, both during and after the storm.

“Some of the area looked as if nothing 
had happened, and then just a couple of 
blocks away there was nothing left,” Odom 
said. “We were ripping up carpet, replac-
ing sheetrock and rebuilding porches just 
to give the residents some resemblance of 
a normal life.”

Even when Odom returns to the nor-
malcy of the ASU campus, his schedule of 
extracurricular activities keeps him busy as 
well.  Besides playing a key role on the Ram 
baseball team, he is chapter president of the 
ASU Student-Athlete Advisory Commit-
tee (SAAC). The organization, made up of 
Ram and Rambelle athletes, provides a stu-
dent voice on university athletic issues and 
supports a variety of community service 
activities for the athletes.  Odom also serves 
as the Lone Star Conference’s representa-
tive on the NCAA Division II SAAC.

“Being on SAAC gives me the same 
opportunity to help out others at ASU that 
I have on my mission trips,” Odom said.  
“The fund-raisers we have, the trash pick-
ups we participate in and the schools we 
visit and help gives me the same feeling I 
get when I complete a mission. Community 
service is something I have done growing 
up and I really enjoy it.”

Scholastically, Odom is enrolled in the 
integrated accounting program at Angelo 
State and is set to graduate with both his 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in May of 
2009. Once Odom leaves ASU with both 
his degrees, he is committed to continue his 
community work.  

“I have thought about being a teacher,” 
Odom said. “I have always enjoyed work-
ing with kids and having the summers off. 
Being a teacher would still give me the op-
portunity of doing the mission work as a 
counselor. There were people there for me 
when I was growing up and now it is time 
for me to be there for the generation coming 
up behind me.” .

Christopher Odom the outfielder

Christopher Odom the student
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These days when the Angelo State Uni-
versity’s star senior forward Marcus 

Hubbard plays horse, it’s not on the basket-
ball court.

Instead it’s at the riding arena where the 
kinesiology and psychology double major 
helps special needs children.  

As part of his required curriculum, Hub-
bard devotes one to two days a week help-
ing out kids at Sonrisas Therapeutic Riding 
Center, a non-profit organization that pro-
vides therapeutic riding classes to approxi-
mately 80 riders with physical, mental or 
emotional challenges.

“That is more fun than work,” Hubbard 
said. “Watching them play and ride horses 
is as much fun for me as it is the kids.”

When Hubbard is on the basketball 
court, however, he brings as much fun 
to the fans as the Sonrisas children do 
to him because everyone knows he’s not 
horsing around when he has a basketball 
in his hands.

Kandra Lakey is in the middle of her 
second “final” season in an Angelo 

State uniform.
Just last spring, she celebrated her final 

season with the ASU track and field team 
as an All-American yet again.  Now as one 
of just two seniors on the ’Belle basketball 
team, she is aiming for the same level of 
success on the hardwood.  

A three-time All-American thrower, 
earning the honor in both the javelin and the 
discus during her ASU career, Lakey now 
focuses all her attention on the reason she 
came to ASU…to play basketball.

She started her college career at 
Texas Christian University and earned 
all-conference laurels in the discus as 
part of the Horned Frogs’ track and field 
team. But something was missing for the 
Sylvester native.

“I wanted to play basketball in col-
lege,” Lakey said. “My family is very 

Hubbard entered the season as the LSC’s 
Pre-Season Player of the Year after a stellar 
2006-07 campaign.

Last season he averaged 21.7 points and 
8.9 rebounds per game in his first year at 
ASU.  He was named to the All-LSC South 
Division first team, the first Ram to be se-
lected for that honor in six years.  He also 
received second team Daktronics All-Re-
gion honors.

“Marcus is one of the best players in 
the country at the Division II level,” said 
head coach Fred Rike. “He is a true power 
forward who can play anywhere on the 
floor.  His skills make him a hard player 
to defend.”

A year ago Hubbard became the ninth 
Ram to crack the single season 500-point 
plateau as his 564 points was the sixth-
highest total in ASU history.

The West Palm Beach, Fla., native this 
year is looking to help the Rams score their 
first postseason visit in seven years. .

athletic and basketball was very close to 
my heart. I decided to leave TCU to find 
a school where I could play basketball and 
be closer to home. I know I made the right 
decision to transfer to ASU.”

The ’Belles are one of just two schools 
to make six consecutive appearances in the 
NCAA Division II South Central Regional 
Tournament. Lakey has played a vital role 
in the last two trips to the postseason.

She earned second team All-Lone Star 
Conference South Division honors after 
each of the past two seasons while leading 
the ’Belles in scoring both years. She was 
also the team’s top rebounder last season 
as a junior.

“Kandra has been our leading scor-
er, but she still has so much untapped 
potential,” head coach Sally Walling 
Brooks said.  “She is just waiting for her 
chance to take over and this year is her 
opportunity.” .

Hubbard Horses Around

Lakey Prepares for ‘Final’

Ram Marcus Hubbard

’Belle Kandra Lakey
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Golf Play to Begin
Words like “birdie,” “bo-
gey” and “fore” will enter 
the Angelo State lexicon this 
fall when the university adds 
women’s golf to the Rambelle 
athletic program.

ASU Athletic Director 
Kathleen Brasfield announced 
the new Rambelle sport in De-
cember and named golf pros 
Jimmy Tidwell of Bentwood 
Country Club and Jason Hase 
of San Angelo Country Club 
as volunteer coaches.  The two 
country clubs will be used for 
practice and matches by the 
Rambelles.

Brasfield anticipated the 
team would start play this fall 
with eight members before ex-
panding to 12 in 2009. Golf 
becomes the seventh women’s 
sport offered by ASU.  Angelo 
State will be the ninth LSC 
institution to field a women’s 
golf team.

“We are committed to 
expanding opportunities for 
women athletes at Angelo 
State,” Brasfield said.  “We are 
grateful to Bentwood and San 
Angelo Country Clubs for the 
support that will allow us to 
add women’s golf at an eco-
nomical cost to the university.”

Football Fall
Playing in one of the nation’s 
toughest Division II confer-
ences and fielding only five se-
niors, the youthful Rams faced 
a tough fall on the gridiron, 
finishing the season at 2-8.

The Rams went 2-3 through 
the first half of the schedule 
before suffering a five-game 
losing streak to end the season 
and placing sixth in Lone Star 
Conference South Division 
play with a 1-5 record.

“The best way to describe 
the season was disappointing,” 
said head coach Dale Carr af-

ter his third ASU campaign. 
“It definitely wasn’t because of 
lack of effort. I would like to 
say it was something tangible, 
but that’s not always the case.”

Junior tailback Daniel 
Thomas earned second team 
All-LSC South honors after 
averaging 132 rushing yards 
per game for the Rams.  Thom-
as was the LSC’s top rusher 
through six games before suf-
fering a season-ending injury 
at Texas A&M-Commerce.

Three sophomores were 
named honorable mention All-
LSC South picks.  Wide re-
ceiver Chris Fowler was hon-
ored after leading the Rams in 
receptions (38) and receiving 
yardage (616).  Offensive line-
men Jorrie Adams and Brian 
Dickey also received honor-
able mention.

Senior offensive lineman 
Josh Hammerquist was named 
to the 11-man LSC South All-
Academic Team for the sec-
ond straight season. Nine of 
his teammates were picked 
for the LSC’s Commissioner’s 
Honor Roll.

Close, But No Tourney
After a promising start in con-
ference play, the Angelo State 
volleyball team ended up one 
game away from its first trip 
to the Lone Star Conference 
Tournament since 2004.

The Rambelles opened up 
league play with a 4-1 record 
only to lose their last seven con-
ference games and finish in 10th 
place.  ASU closed out the 2007 
season with a 4-8 conference 
mark and a 6-21 overall record.

Libero Natalie Crow, the 
only Rambelle senior, re-
ceived honorable mention All-
LSC recognition and selection 
to the LSC Commissioner’s 
Honor Roll.  Sophomore mid-
dle blocker Alaina Sivells was 
also an honorable mention 
All-LSC pick.

Crow ended her career 
ranked fourth on the ASU all-
time digs list after spending 
her final three seasons as the 
Rambelles’ starting libero.  Ju-
nior Tess Brindock moved up 
to fourth all-time in assists af-
ter her third season as ASU’s 
starting setter.

After the season ended, 
head coach Ruth Lawanson 
submitted her resignation. 
Through three seasons she had 
an overall record of 19-65 and 
a .226 winning percentage.

Soccer Continues Streak
For the fifth consecutive sea-
son, the Angelo State women’s 
soccer team advanced to the 
Lone Star Conference Post-
season Tournament.

The Rambelles ended 
the 2007 campaign with an 
8-8-3 overall record and a 5-
4-1 mark in LSC play.  ASU 
earned the No. 3 seed in the 
league tournament, its highest 
seed ever in seven Rambelle 
trips to the event.  

However, the Rambelles 
suffered a heart-breaking 
first-round defeat to eventual 
champion West Texas A&M 
University through penalty 
kicks after the two teams had 
battled to a 2-2 tie through two 
overtimes.

Senior forward Ashley Ta-
tum was named second team 
All-LSC for the second straight 
season after leading the con-
ference with 14 goals.  In addi-
tion, Tatum was picked to the 
LSC All-Academic Team.

Senior goalkeeper Becky 
Martin, junior defender Amber 
Korb, junior midfielder Christy 
Knaub and sophomore defend-
er Kristen Boister were named 
honorable mention All-LSC.  
Martin and Korb joined Tatum 
on the all-academic squad.

Young Runners 
Without a senior in either group, 
the 2007 Angelo State men’s 
and women’s cross country 
teams sported youthful squads 
that both placed seventh at the 
Lone Star Conference Cham-
pionships in October.  

Junior David Solis earned 
All-LSC honors for the Rams 
with a 10th-place finish in the 
men’s eight-kilometer race.  
This marked the fifth consecu-
tive year that the Rams have 
had an all-conference runner.  
Sophomore Brittney Heath 
was the top finisher for the 
Rambelles, placing 29th in the 
six-kilometer race.

Solis and sophomore Brian 
Carroll qualified in the 10-ki-
lometer for the NCAA Divi-
sion II South Central Regional 
in Joplin, Mo.  Both runners 
recorded career bests at the re-
gional meet.  

For the Rambelles, Heath 
was joined by junior Patricia 
Dailey and sophomore Paige 
Massingill in the six-kilometer 
race at the regionals.

Junior Kendall Smith 
and sophomore Steven Bar-
raza represented the Rams on 
the LSC All-Academic team 
while Massingill was named 
to the LSC Commissioner’s 
Honor Roll. .

Sports
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SOFTBALL
Coach: Travis Scott (5th year at ASU, 177-
66; 8th overall, 276-116-2)
Last Year: 53-13 (21-3, first in LSC South)
Outlook: The Angelo State softball team 
made its second appearance in four years 
in the NCAA Division II World Series last 
spring and aims for another in 2008. The 
Rambelles return three All-Americans in 
pitcher Kari Galm, first baseman Brittney 
Cargill and designated player Kaycee Taylor.  
ASU ranked as the Lone Star Conference’s 
top hitting team with a .339 batting average 
and touted one of the top pitching duos in the 
league.  ASU set a school record for wins and 
hosted the NCAA DII South Central Region-
al Tournament for the first time last spring.  
Top Returnees: With the loss of just two 
seniors, Scott returns the majority of his 
squad from last year. Senior pitcher Galm 
went 32-8 and became the first Rambelle 
pitcher to earn All-American honors.  Se-
nior Cargill was a fellow All-American af-
ter belting a school-record 18 doubles. Tay-
lor became the first ASU freshman to ever 
gain All-America status after hitting .385 
and a team-high 11 home runs in her first 
collegiate season.  Junior shortstop Macy 
Baker was named the LSC South Player 
of the Year, hitting .390 with nine home 
runs. The Rambelles also return sophomore 
pitcher Rachel Walck, who sat out the 2007 
season due to injury.
Top Newcomers: With the return of so 
many players, Scott looked to the future 
while recruiting. He added depth to his 
pitching staff with the signing of junior Ja-
mie Thompson, a transfer from Northwood 
University.  Freshman Alix Dean from Col-
linsville will take over at second base.
Strengths: The 2008 Rambelles will rely 
on maturity to return to the World Series, 
boasting nine starters and 13 letter-winners, 
all experienced in the national tournament.  
The Rambelles return their five top home 
run hitters, making the middle of the lineup 
very dangerous.  In addition, ASU returns 
an All-American pitcher and one of the 
deepest pitching staffs in the LSC.

spring sports

BASEBALL
Coach: Kevin Brooks (4th year at ASU and 
overall, 122-61)
Last Year: 51-20 (15-5, second in LSC 
South)
Outlook: In just their third season, the 
Rams captured the 2007 Lone Star Confer-
ence and NCAA South Central Regional 
championships, advancing to the College 
World Series (CWS) faster than any other 
school in NCAA history, regardless of di-
vision. The Rams return 13, including All-
Americans Clay Calfee and Steven Allred 
plus four more All-LSC performers. Head 
coach Kevin Brooks had the LSC’s top hit-
ting team and the fourth-best pitching staff 
during 2007 so the returnees, plus several 
newcomers, should keep the Rams competi-
tive in conference.
Top Returnees: All-Americans Calfee, 
junior first baseman and the Rams’ leader 
in walks and on-base percentage, and All-
red, senior second baseman who set an 
LSC record with 108 hits, look to continue 
the Rams’ offensive success. Second team 
All-LSC picks Charley Belew at shortstop 
and Brett Nightingale at third base com-
plete a mature ASU infield. Senior Jimmy 
Cox, who shared the team lead in batting 
average along with Allred last spring, will 
return as designated hitter. On the mound, 
first team All-LSC South Division selec-
tion Michael Gunter, the MVP in the 2007 
NCAA Division II South Central Region-
al, returns for his senior season as the ace 
of the pitching staff.
Top Newcomers: Three newcomers 
should play key roles for the Rams in 
2008. Clayton Farhat, a true freshman 
from Plano East High School, hit .471 with 
43 runs scored and 28 runs batted in last 
season for the Panthers while being named 
district MVP. Brian Rasberry, a transfer 
from Western Oklahoma State, is the top 
candidate for the starting centerfielder po-
sition. Corey Morehouse, who redshirted 
last season for the Rams, played two sea-
sons at Kansas State and will bring pitch-
ing depth to the rotation.

Strengths: The Rams will rely on pitch-
ing and defense to return to the CWS. ASU 
keeps five of the six pitchers that saw ac-
tion in the postseason and six of the start-
ing eight fielders from last year’s squad, 
which finished as the third-best fielding 
team in the LSC.

OUTDOOR TRACK & FIELD
Coach:  James Reid (9th year)
Last Year: NCAA DII – Rambelles, fourth; 
Rams, 10th

Outlook: For just the third time ever, both 
the ASU men’s and women’s track and field 
teams returned home from the NCAA Divi-
sion II National Championships with top 10 
finishes. The Rambelles recorded their best-
ever finish, placing fourth, while the Rams 
earned 10th, their highest finish since 2002. 
The men’s and women’s squads return four 
All-Americans between them, including Ad-
ree Lakey, who claimed the national title in 
the hammer throw as a sophomore. 
Top Returnees: Joining Lakey as a return-
ing Rambelle All-American are senior Cul-
ley Jo Dawson and junior Kyndel Howell.   
Dawson claimed her second All-American 
certificate as she placed second nationally 
in the discus for the second consecutive sea-
son. Howell earned All-American honors 
last spring in the long jump. Senior Ryan 
McWilliams is the Ram All-American. Mc-
Williams earned the 2007 honor in both 
the decathlon, placing third, and 110-meter 
hurdles, finishing fourth. McWilliams was 
also a 2006 All-American in the decathlon. 
Top Newcomers: On the men’s side, fresh-
man Brian Holik from Wall High School 
could be a national threat in the sprints and 
hurdles, having earned the state title in the 
300-meter hurdles as a WHS junior. Tarleton 
State junior transfer Chase Moore will be a 
strong competitor in the decathlon. For the 
Rambelles, freshman Sara Hooker, another 
Wall product, will add speed in the sprints 
and on the relay squads.  Patricia Dailey, a 
junior transfer from Cowley County Com-
munity College, will be a distance threat for 
the Rambelles.
Strengths: The throwing events will be the 
Rambelle’s strength. The Rams have several 
top throwers and solid talent in the hurdles, 
jumps and multis. .
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In less than six years, Angelo State alum 
Chad Ellis has gone from being a gradu-

ate student in the ASU Agriculture Depart-
ment to the top rangeland conservation of-
ficial in the State of Florida.

A native of Lohn, Ellis is a long way 
from West Texas, having recently been ap-
pointed Florida’s State Rangeland Manage-
ment Specialist by the Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS).

“This is a great opportunity to be able 
to help put conservation on the ground and 
to give our future generations a playground 
(natural resources) better than what was left 
to us,” Ellis said.  “At the same time, we can 
teach the next generation good, sound man-
agement that they can pass on, too.”

After earning his bachelor’s degree 
in natural resource management from Sul 
Ross State University in 1999, Ellis came 
to ASU to work on his master’s degree in 
animal science with an emphasis on range 
management.  Under the guidance of Dr. 
Cody Scott, associate professor of animal 
science, Ellis completed his thesis and 
graduated from ASU in December 2001.

“Without the teachings and leadership 
from Dr. Scott, I would not have gained the 
knowledge, know-how and communication 
skills needed for this job,” Ellis said.  “The 
technical background of research conducted 
for my thesis and other projects at the (ASU) 
Management, Instruction and Research 
Center has helped me tremendously.”

Scott was quick to deflect credit for El-
lis’ success back on to him and his family.

“The best measure of a department’s 
success is the success of its graduates,” 
Scott said.  “The Agriculture Department 

would like to take credit for all of Chad’s 
accomplishments, unfortunately we cannot.  
Chad’s parents deserve a lot of the credit for 
his success as they instilled in him a strong 
work ethic and sense of responsibility that 
is often lacking in students.  Because of 
that, Chad’s time at ASU was truly enjoy-
able for all of us that had the opportunity to 
work with him.”

While still attending ASU, Ellis was 
hired by the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture/NRCS as a rangeland management 
specialist in San Angelo.  After two years, 
he moved on to Brackettville as a district 
conservationist with NRCS in 2003.  Two 
years later, he moved to Alpine as a NRCS 
resource team leader, a position he held un-
til his recent move to Florida.

Ellis’ new duties in Florida include help-
ing prepare field office Technical Guides 
and ecological site descriptions and con-
ducting training in range and grazing land 
management principles.  

One thing is for certain, though, the 
weather is going to be different from what 
he is used to.

“The ecosystems are different, but the 
principles are the same,” Ellis said.  “Good 
range management principles are good 
range management principles, no mat-
ter where you live.  The drastic difference 
is rainfall.  We average 60 to 90 inches of 
rainfall in Florida, where San Angelo only 
averages about 21 inches a year.”

Ellis is currently stationed in Gaines-
ville, Fla., along with his wife, Tessie, who 
also holds a master’s degree in animal sci-
ence from ASU, and their two-year-old 
daughter, Keona Irene. .

Déjà vu Director
Angelo State alumni 
will recognize a 
familiar face and 
smile with the return 
of Sande Vincent 
Harrison as execu-
tive director of the 
Alumni Association.

Harrison, who served as executive 
director of the association from 1997-
2005, succeeds her own successor, 
Lynsey Flage, who was named ASU’s 
new director of marketing in August.

“It’s good to be home again,” Har-
rison said upon her appointment.

During her previous tenure, Har-
rison was instrumental in the fund-
raising, planning and building of the 
LeGrand Alumni and Visitors Center. 
She was also pivotal in increasing the 
association voice in university affairs.

Harrison is no stranger to ASU, 
her father, Dr. Lloyd D. Vincent, hav-
ing served as president from 1967-94, 
and her mother, Johnell, remaining an 
active participant in university activi-
ties. Harrison earned her bachelor of 
arts degree from ASU in 1973 and did 
graduate work at Sam Houston State.

For the last two years she has served 
as director of marketing for Shannon 
Health System in San Angelo. Prior to 
her first appointment to the Alumni As-
sociation, she had worked as a campaign 
analyst, arts administrator for the San 
Angelo Cultural Affairs Council and a 
teacher for San Angelo ISD.

Harrison has a long record of com-
munity service from the 1970s to the 
present. She serves on the boards of the 
San Angelo Health Foundation, San An-
gelo Stock Show and Rodeo Foundation 
and ASU Business Advisory Council.   

The breadth of her previous commu-
nity involvement ranges from the San 
Angelo Symphony Society to the City 
of San Angelo Planning Commission.  
Harrison also served four years on the 
San Angelo ISD Board of Education.

She and her husband, George, a San 
Angelo attorney, have three adult chil-
dren and four grandchildren.

From ASU to the EvergladesFrom ASU to the Everglades
Chad Ellis, with clipboard, takes  

Florida field notes in new job. 
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1942
Maj. Gen. Thomas A. 
Aldrich, married to Virginia 
Aldrich, has retired from the U.S. 
Air Force and is living in Sacra-
mento, Calif.

1955
Paul K. Horne, married to 
Betty, has retired from ASU and 
lives in San Angelo.

1967
Alexander Paul Decuir, 
married to Kay Denman De-
cuir (’68), is retired and resides 
in San Angelo.

1970
Robert P. Eubank, married to 
Jenny Fail Eubank (’69), lives 
in San Angelo after retirement.

1973
Gayle Childers, married to 
Alan J. Wolfe, is finally back in 
Texas after having spent nine 
years in Atlanta and six in New 
Jersey. She lives in Denton. 

Jerry F. Barnard, married 
to Jana (’74), works for San 
Angelo ISD.  Jana is a math  
instructor for ASU.

1974
Donald Lee Klein of Fort 
Worth works for the Depart-
ment of Aging and Disability 
Services as an investigator. 

Grady M. Harlow is a CPA  
for Harlow and Harlow LLP and 
a San Angelo resident.

1976
Elton Click is retired from  
the U.S. Air Force and living in 
Paint Rock.

1977
Gary Karschner is a pastor at 
Miles United Methodist Church 
in Miles.

1978
Mark Low, married to Debbie, 
is the President of San Saba 
Resources in Dallas.

Jane Ann Lunn, a retired 
educator, worked for 19 years as 
an administrator and 15 years as 
a teacher.  She is living in Sandia 
Park, N.M. 

Jerry Wynn Jones, married 
to Cindy and currently residing 
in San Angelo, works as a pilot 
for the U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection. Cindy works as 
a youth minister for the House 
of Faith.

1979
Ann Elizabeth Howard  
lives in San Angelo.

1982
A. Elaine Stewart lives in  
San Angelo.

1983
Dean McIntyre, married 
to Suzette, is senior vice presi-
dent/branch manager at First 
State Bank of Paint Rock in  
San Angelo.

1984
Pete Gomez Jr. is the District 
Court Judge for the 112th District 
Court in San Angelo.

Carmen Abascal-Sutton, 
married to Jim Sutton, works 
at Del Rio High School as the 
journalism and broadcasting 
teacher.  She has two children 
named Austin James (1991) and 
Jodie Marie (1994).

1985
Richard M. Schumacher,  
a 1980 military retiree, retired 
as a school teacher in 2000.  
He finished his bachelor’s  
degree in 1985 and is living  
in San Angelo.

1986
Ronald W. Bell, married to 
Mavis, is now retired in San 
Angelo from the U.S. Army. 

1987
Mark E. Clark, married to 
Karen (’93), works for the 
San Angelo Standard- Times in 
media advertising sales.  Karen 
is the assistant principal for Lee 
Middle High School. 

Thomas E. Minton, married 
to Amee, lives in Woodway and 
is the chief financial officer for 
Creative Solutions in Healthcare.

Sean Harrington, married 
to Suzy (Walcott) (’86), is an 
U.S. Air Force officer and Suzy 
works in health care. 

1989
Whitney J. Ruiz, married 
to Jose, is an attorney in San 
Angelo.

1994
Kenneth Damron is a high 
school counselor in Round Rock.  

1997
Courtney Lee Amsler, mar-
ried to Eric Thomas Amsler 
(’98), lives in Victoria and works 
for the Region III Education Ser-
vice Center as an early interven-
tion specialist.  Eric is an educator 
for Victoria ISD.  The couple has 
one daughter, Reilly Mae.

George Scott Martin, mar-
ried to Sueann (’98), lives in 
San Angelo and works at Verizon 
in telecommunications.  Sueann 
is a nurse at Shannon Medical. 

2000
Karina Vaughn lives in Austin 
where she is executive operations 
assistant for the Red River Service 
Corp.  She graduated from Aus-
tin Business College in 2006.

2001
Susan L. Thurston, married 
to George, has retired from the 
U.S. Air Force and is working 
for MTC Technologies Inc. in 
San Angelo.

2002
Haden Keyser, lives in  
Brackettville, where he is a  
range conservationist for the 
USDA’s Natural Resource Con-
servation Service.

Nichole Albracht gave birth 
to a baby boy, Isaac James 
Romero, on Aug. 17.

2003
Sam McClellan of Fort Worth 
works at Carter Bloodcare as a 
Medical Technologist. 

2004
Wayne Simpson, married to 
Vickie (’80), lives in George-
town. He received his master’s 
degree in 2004.

Jackie Droll, married to Dale,  
works at ASU as the technology 
service project manager.

Teresa Smith, married to Da-
vid, lives in Big Spring.  A regis-
tered nurse, she works at Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center.

Courtney Leigh Stennett 
of San Angelo works at Whole-
some Foods and is a Pilates 
instructor at Synergy Studio.

2005
Courtney J. Koehn of San 
Angelo is a teacher with San 
Angelo ISD.

Becca Flores, married to 
Angel (’01), lives in San Angelo 
and works for San Angelo ISD as 
a special education teacher.

Adam Johanson is a soft-
ware engineer for USAA in San 
Antonio.

Triss Ashton is married to 
Kathy and lives in Miles.

Kevin Corzine of Dallas works 
for the Union Standard Insur-
ance Group as a farm and ranch 
underwriter.

Cory Engwicht of Austin 
is a commodity management 
specialist for Celestica Aerospace 
Technologies.

2006
Tara Strube is a teacher for 
Reagan County ISD in Big Lake.

notesCLASS



��  SPRING 2008  Angelo State University Magazine

Daniel Van Zandt, married 
to Christy, lives in San Antonio 
and works for H-E-B Grocery 
Co. as an internal auditor.

Jennifer Rodriguez of San 
Angelo is a teacher for the San 
Angelo ISD.

Connie Glass, married to 
Kerry, lives in Miles and works 
for Trisun Regency as administra-
tive assistant.

Brandon C. Burrage, 
married to Anna, lives in San 
Angelo and is a registered nurse 
at Community Medical Center.

Patrick Pape lives in San Angelo.

James B. Campbell is the 
funeral director at Robert Massie 
Funeral Home in San Angelo.

Chris Hansen lives in Spearman.

Christopher W. Sevin of 
Williamsport, Pa., is a profes-
sional stagehand for the Inter-
national Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees.

Charity Doss lives in San 
Angelo and works at Family 
PowerSports as the inventory 
and accounting manager.

2007
John David Smelser, Jr., 
just finished his master’s degree 
and works in sales for Midland 
Drilling Productions in Midland.

Friends of ASU
Alan Lee Williams, married 
to Linda, is a pastor for Calvary 
Lutheran Church in San Angelo.

Dr. Cornelius W. Chinn, 
married to Michelle, is a San An-
gelo physician at Shannon Clinic.  
Michelle is a nurse at Shannon 
Medical Center.

Teresa R. Hood, married 
to Dale, has retired to Hawaii 
where she will remain with occa-
sional visits to San Angelo.

In Memoriam
Dr. Billy Mac Jones, a 1948 
San Angelo College (SAC) 
graduate and former history 
professor and department chair 
who went on to become the 
president of two universities, 
died Oct. 27.  While at SAC 
Jones earned Junior College 
All-American Honors in football 
and went on to play for Van-
derbilt University.  He taught at 
SAC from 1959-61 and at ASU 
from 1963-69.  In 1967 he was 
named a Piper Professor.

He left SAC in 1969 to become 
the fifth president of Southwest 
Texas State University.  After 
three years in San Marcos he 
served as president of Memphis 
State University for eight years.  
Upon retiring from MSU, he held 
an endowed chair at Wichita 
State University.  During his 
career, he published 22 books. 
He earned his bachelor’s degree 
from Vanderbilt, his master’s 
degree from George Peabody 
University and his doctorate 
from Texas Tech University.

Upcoming Association Events

Fort Worth, Texas • ASU Alumni Reception
Monday, April 21, 5:30 p.m.

Joe T. Garcia’s • 2201 North Commerce Street

Dallas, Texas • ASU Alumni Reception
Tuesday, April 22, 5:30 p.m.

The Dallas Petroleum Club • 2200 Ross Avenue
Member and guest parking is available at JPMorgan Chase Tower 

by entering the underground lot on Ross Avenue.

For information about the events or about becoming an alumni host sponsor: 
(325) 942-2122, 24-hour voice mail, or alumni@angelo.edu

Homecoming Honorees – The ASU Alumni Association 
honored a dozen individuals during the Wells Fargo Dinner  
Oct. 12. Participating in the program were, from left, front row, 
Association President Lloyd Norris, ASU President Joseph C. Rallo, 
Helen Soto Knaggs; second row, Mary Francis Simpson McFall, 
Licha Herrington, Dr. Karen  Torres, Mark Homer; third row, 
Al Herrington, Dr. Terry Dalrymple, Dr. David Loyd, Dr. H. Ray 
Dawson; and fourth row, Col. David H. Sammons Jr., Dr. Fritz 
Leifeste and Dr. Suzy Harrington.

Homecoming Royalty – Senior Anthony Sanchez, an 
international business and accounting major, and junior Amy 
Bullock, a junior biology major, were crowned 2007 Homecom-
ing King and Queen, during halftime of the football game. 
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ASU Century ClubAs of October 24, 2007

DIAMOND
Randy and Debbie Dews, Dallas
Oscar and Corine Gomez, Southlake
Mark Low, Dallas
J. Milton and Terri Swift, Montgomery
Jay and Michelle Young, Dallas

PLATINUM
Jeffrey and Debbie Brennan,  
 Mill Creek, Wash.
Larry Clark, Richmond
Kent and Nevie Lacy, San Angelo
Randy Russell, Frisco
Joel and Suzanne Sugg, San Angelo 

GOLDEN
Eddie Bates, Beaumont
Scott and Shelly Bratcher,  Lubbock
Dale and Joy Chase, San Antonio
Robert and Jenny Eubank, San Angelo
Ronnie D. Hawkins, Alexandria, Va.
Jim Kramer, San Antonio
Dr. Robert and Jean Ann LeGrand, 
 San Angelo
John Norman, Houston
Jim Ratcliff, Georgetown
Frank and Brenda Sturzl, Austin
Phillip and Sharon Templeton,  
 San Angelo
Mrs. Lloyd D. Vincent, San Angelo
Mike and Ruth Wheeler, San Angelo

SILVER
Dr. Ross Alexander, San Angelo
Maurice and Barbara Archer, Lamesa
Marsha and Steve Arvedson, Houston
Craig and Kim Bagley, Weatherford
Bob O. Ballentine, San Angelo 
Col. Stephen L. Barrett, Alexandria, Va.
Betty Serface Blakely, Georgetown
Nathaniel Booker, Austin
David B. Boswell, Austin
Lane Bowen, San Antonio 
Kyle and Pamela Box, San Angelo 
Dean Buchanan, Cedar Park
Kevin Campbell, Phoenix, Ariz.
Jerry and Nidia Casillas, Katy
Guy and Eva Choate, San Angelo
Lana Choate-Pierce, Englewood, Colo.
Randy Coleman, San Angelo
R. Danny Daniel, Carrollton 
Alex and Kay Decuir, San Angelo 
Troy and Lisa Deubler, Irving
Clifton F. Dews, San Angelo
Norman and Linda Dierschke,  
 San Angelo 
Dale Dodson, Plano
Dr. Joel Dunnington, Missouri City
David and Delta Emerson, Dallas
Gary and Stacy Erwin, San Angelo 
Becky Fitch, Flower Mound
Brad and Mercyla Fly, San Angelo
Skip Foote, Chantilly, Va.
Wayne T. Franke, Austin
Arnold Garcia, Austin
Jim and Dana Glossbrenner,  
 San Angelo
Laren Green, San Angelo
Sande Vincent Harrison, San Angelo
Ronny L. and Carol Harrison,  
 San Angelo
David and Carol Herreman, Lewisville
Joe and Jenny Hoelle, San Angelo
Buddy Johnson, Houston
Lawrence Kennedy, Jr., San Angelo
Donald L. Klein, Fort Worth
T. Justin MacDonald, Kerrville
W. Bonham and Marcille Magness, 
 Houston
Jeff and Amy McCormick, San Angelo

Mark McNiel, San Antonio 
Dr. Joe E. Mikeska, Jr., Albany
Shirley and Chuck Morton, San Angelo
Carrol “Pinto” Nokes, Arlington
Lloyd and Sheri Norris, San Angelo
Kitty So Nussbaum,  
 Hermosa Beach, Calif.
Russell Nyman, Houston
Morgan O’Donnell and  
 Erick Galindo, Denton
LeRoy Olsak, San Angelo
Engedi W. Parmer, San Angelo
Louie and Amy Perez, San Angelo
Eric and Kimberly Peterson,  
 San Angelo
Rev. James Plagens, Big Spring
Qualtrust Federal Credit Union,  
 San Angelo 
Dick Robertson, San Angelo
Alison and Brad Romike,  
 Spring Branch
J. Hudson and Eloise Russell,  
 San Angelo
Oron and Dorothy Schuch, San Angelo
Cyndi Seger, Fort Worth 
Brian and Jeannie Shannon, Lubbock
Carlton and Betty Lou Smith,  
 San Angelo
Dave Stinnett, San Angelo
Delbert G. and Margaret Tarter, 
 San Angelo
Larry and Sue Thorp, Santa Fe, N.M.
James Truelove, Richardson
Michael Vallandingham, Austin
James Waterbury, Bel Air, Md.
Richard Way, San Angelo
Melody McDonald Wilkinson,  
 Fort Worth
Noel and Jacque Williams, Franklin, Ky.
Ronnie and Pauline Willmann,  
 San Angelo
Ralph and Elene Wilson, San Angelo
J. Nelson and Beth Word, San Angelo 
Donnie and Francis Young,  
 San Antonio

ACCESS-SILVER 
Dr. Scott and Shelley Blanton,  
 San Angelo
Bruce and Susann Brundrett,  
 San Angelo
Luke Burnett, San Angelo
Hector and Rebecca Cantu, San Angelo
Connelius Chinn, San Angelo
Kira Connel, San Angelo
Lee and Connie Dressler, San Angelo
Jimmy and Debbie Fontenot,  
 San Angelo
G. Bryan and Renee Heflin, Monahans
Ann Howard, San Angelo
Jim Jones, San Angelo
Chad and Justina Reel, San Angelo
Willie Ruiz, San Angelo
David and Elvia Saborio, San Angelo
Stanley Slate, San Angelo
David Starnes, San Angelo
James L. Studt, San Angelo
Pamela Venable, San Angelo 
Donald and Brenda Wellen,  
 San Angelo
Mason West, San Angelo

CENTURY CLUB
Ronald and Alice Adams, Austin
Robert Aguilar, San Angelo
Gus Alexander, San Angelo
John and Sharon Alexander,  
 San Angelo
Eric and Courtney Amsler, Victoria
Barbara and Maurice Archer, Lamesa

Nita Archer, San Angelo 
MV Armour, Midland
Bill Ashley, Midland
Eugene and Ethel Berger, San Angelo
Dr. Jaynell Bodine, Sterling City
Britnie Bordelon, Groves
Gary and Leslee Bowen, San Angelo
Bo Brannon, Granbury
Tim and Bonnie Brewster, Eden 
Jef and Wendy Butcher, Artesia, N.M.
Herminia Bye, San Angelo
Steve Calvert, San Angelo 
Thomas Carpenter, Jr., Boerne
Glen and Marcie Carter, Midland
Ralph Chase, San Angelo
Bill E. Coggins, Jr., Golden Valley, Minn.
Ron Cole, The Woodlands
Robert Condry, Del Rio 
Frank Coniglio, Bayard, Neb.
Donald and Pat Cox, San Angelo
Kim Cox, San Angelo
X B Cox, Jr., San Angelo
Darla and Dwain Custer, San Angelo
Suzanne R. Davis, Big Spring
Darryl DeSeve, Manassas, Va.
Marvin and Janis Dierschke,  
 San Angelo
Doug Dobbins, McAllen 
Robert and Paula Dowler, San Angelo
Russell and Linda Dressen, Abilene
Jim and Diana Dyer, San Angelo
Van and Angela Echols, Lubbock
Glenn and Janice Escue, San Angelo
Steve Eustis, San Angelo
James and Tracy Farley, Lubbock 
Robbie Faught, San Angelo
Ernest and Sharon Felts, San Angelo
Diane Fischer, Knoxville, Tenn.
Bruce and Lynsey Flage, San Angelo
Dean and Janice Fox, Kaneohe, Hawaii
George and Joanne Gamache,  
 Bloomington, Ill.
Kevin and Rita Gamache,  
 College Station
Phil and Toddy George, San Angelo
Richard J. Gerth, Jr., Flint
Rickie and Kathy Gipson, Allen
Susan H. Golden, Roswell, N.M.
Pete Gomez, Jr, Sonora
Scott Gray, San Antonio
Candyce Gregston, San Angelo
Gary and Frances Grogan, San Angelo 
Sebastian and Carmen Guerrero,  
 San Angelo
Clifford and Susan Guess, Arlington
Randal and Tammy Gully, San Angelo
Rhonda Halfmann, San Angelo
Charleston Hall, Georgetown
Dan and Anne Hamilton, San Angelo
Jeff and Mindy Hamilton, Lubbock
Marjorie Hamilton, El Paso 
Syble Haney, San Angelo
Chris Hansen, Spearman
Randy Harbin, San Angelo
David and JoNell Harlow, San Angelo
David and Katie Harrison, San Angelo
Jeb and Genny Henderson, San Angelo
Joe and Su Henderson, San Angelo
Joey and Lezlye Henderson,  
 San Angelo
Carlynn Hicks, Boerne
Dr. H. Lee Higdon III, Central, S.C. 
Karen Hildebrand, Odessa
Cheryl M. Hines, San Angelo
Jeff and Diane Holbrook,  
 Universal City
E. James and Bobbie Holland,  
 San Angelo
R. Kevin and Vicki Housley, Christoval
Sarah and James Howell, San Angelo

Doug K. Howey, Lubbock
Roy Ivey and Sarah Logan,  
 San Angelo
Richard Jimenez, San Angelo
Joanne F. Gass Jones, Lubbock
Kathryn Kelly, Austin 
Lance and Judy Lacy, San Angelo
LeeRoy and Betty Kiesling,  
 San Angelo
Jerry A. Lee, Bedford
Jack and Betty Lieber, San Angelo
Valerie Lopez, Uvalde
Larry and Judy Lusby, Ballinger
Jared Marks,  Mission
Gary and Gretchen Book Massingill,  
 Plainview
H. Dan Mathews, Houston
Brian and Patti May, San Angelo
Harold and Doris May, Spur
Martha J. May, San Angelo 
Mack McCoulskey, San Angelo 
Dale and Ellen McDonald, San Angelo
T. Dean and Lisa McInturff,  
 San Angelo
Dr. Bill McKinney, San Angelo
Richard McKinney, San Angelo
Ruberta V. McMillan, Rowlett
Carole and Steve McNabb,  
 Brownwood
Dee Michalewicz, Buda
Thomas Minton, Woodway
Mike and Brenda Morris, San Angelo 
Ewell Murphy, Jr., Houston
Ed R. Nalepka, Midlothian
Bill Neil, San Angelo
Patricia and Alvin New, San Angelo
Lisa Nichols, San Angelo
Kristi Nichols-Dobbins, McAllen
Bill Nikolauk, San Angelo
Linda Norris, San Angelo
Darrell O’Neal, Victoria
Clovis and Bettie Olsak, San Angelo
Joshua and Doris Owusu, Frisco
Mark W. Pape, San Angelo
Dean Parnell, Universal City
James and Blossom Parry,  
 San Angelo
Linda Patrick, Plano
Hal and Marshell, San Angelo
Fred J. Petmecky, San Antonio
Faron and Barbi Pfeiffer, San Angelo
Michael and Lisa Phillips, Spring
Brandon Pinson, Midland
Sylvan and Carol Polunsky,  
 San Angelo
Cindy Pond, San Angelo
Bill J. Purser, San Angelo
Jeff and Tonya Rainey, San Angelo
Kerry and Jamie Skiles Rainey,  
 San Angelo 
Rob Rainey, San Angelo
Joseph Ramos, Shallowater
Tom and Janet Ridgway, San Angelo
C.A. and Shirley Roberson, Cibolo
Jennifer M. Ruff, Dallas
Pamala K. Salas, San Angelo
Michael and Tara Salisbury,  
 San Angelo
David and Candace Samuelson,  
 Abilene
Norm and Diane Schaule, Canyon Lake
Phillip Schneemann, San Angelo
Doyle and Lynn Schniers, San Angelo

Gordon and Jackie Schrank,  
 St. Cloud, Minn.
Sarah Schulz, San Angelo
Gene Schweizer, Robert Lee
Kenny Scudder, Odessa 
James and Melissa Seaton, Odessa
Jeff and Sherry Sefcik, San Angelo
J. Keith and Debra Shahan, San Saba 
Jacqueline Shannon, San Angelo
Paula Simon, Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Bill and Sue Sims, San Angelo
Bobby Sims, Santee, Calif.
Spencer and Julie Sincleair, Salado
Amber Smith, San Angelo
Eddie Smith, Plano
Guy Smith, Newark, Del.
Shivraj and Suzanne Sohur,  
 Arlington, Mass.
Joni L. Stewart, Dallas
Gary and Patty Stokes, San Angelo
George and Evelyn Strebeck,  
 San Angelo
Willie Tambunga, Lewisville
John Tankersley, Waco
J. Steve and Renee Taylor, Midland
Jim A. Tidwell, Slaton
Chad and Kathy Townley, San Antonio
Gary and Heather Treadwell,  
 Fort McKavett
Jerry and Rose Ann Vandergriff,  
 San Angelo 
Tommy and LaJan Walter,  
 Jacksonville, Fla.
Michael Wedin, Sweetwater
Marianne White, San Angelo
Troyce and Rebecca Wilcox,  
 San Angelo
Darrell and Karen Wilde, Keller
Dr. Kelly and Lesa Wilson, San Angelo
Milburn Wink, Robert Lee
Rodney and Betty Winn, San Angelo

ACCESS ASU
Janet Abernathy, San Angelo
Jeremy Boerger, San Angelo
Don E. Brown, San Angelo
David W. Bryant, San Angelo
Roger Collins, San Angelo
Angel G. Flores, San Angelo
Donna Fowler, San Angelo 
Grady Harlow, San Angelo 
Alejandro Hernandez, San Angelo
Joseph L. Holcombe, San Angelo
David Hughey, San Angelo
Sherri Jones, San Angelo
Mickey Jones, San Angelo
Jerry Jones, San Angelo
J.W. Lown, San Angelo
Scott Martin, San Angelo
Fernando T. Martinez, San Angelo
Valerie Matthews, San Angelo
Robert L. McGraw, San Angelo
Mark Murphy, San Angelo
Phil Neighbors, San Angelo
Wade Powell, Mason
Gerald R. Ratliff, San Angelo
Matthew Sage, San Angelo
M. Todd Smith, San Angelo
Eric Smith, San Angelo
W. Truett Smith, San Angelo
Courtney Stennett, San Angelo
Enrique Vasquez, San Angelo
Alan Williams, San Angelo
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